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BIOGRAPHICAL 

CHARLES L. ENGLISH. 

Few if any of the business men of Danville are better known throughout 
this section of the state than Charles L. English. Ye is not only one of Dan- 
ville's foremost citizens, but a man who for more than forty years has been 
prominently identified with her financial interests. He stands as a central figure 
in banking circles here and his name is known and honored among the leading 
financiers. Earnest, discriminating study of each duty that has devolved upon 
him and of each situation in which he has been placed have brought him a 
keen discriminating knowledge that now enables him to bring a ready and cor- 
rect solution of the financial problems which are presented to him. 

A native of Indiana, Mr. English was born in Perrysville, on the I 5th of July, 
1846, and is a son of Joseph G. English who brought his family to Danville 
in 1854, being a t  that time only eight years of age. He has practically spent 
his entire life here and is indebted to the public schools of the city for the early 
educational advantages he enjoyed. Later he attended De Pauw University at  
Asbury, Indiana, for one year. His patriotism and loyalty to his country was 
shown in April, 1864, when he entiisted in defense of the union, beccr~ing a 
member of Company K, One Hundred and Thirty-fifth Illinois Volunteer In- 
fantry. At that time he was not j.et eighteen years of age, but he served his 
country well for a term of one hundred days and in October of the same year 
was honorably discharged. On starting out in life for himself Mr. English was 
engaged in the grain business for ten or twelve years and also furnished lumber 
and railroad supplies under contract, being associated in this enterprise with 
Calonel L. T. Dickason, now of Chicago. Their business grew in volume and 
importance until their trade assumed extensive proportions, giving employment 
to several hundred men. 

In 1867 Mr. English became interested in the banking business, and has 
since been identified with the First National Bank, of which he is now presi- 
dent. Since 1882 he has devoied his time almost exclusively to his banking in- 
terests and for a number of years filled the position of cashier, after which he  
served as vice president, but since 1899, upon the retirement of his father, 
who had been president of the institution for many years, our subject succeeded 
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to that office. In this connection his splendid business and executive ability 
have been called forth and the success of the institution is largely due to  him. 
The business of the bank has steadily increased under his administration and 
the capital stock has been raised to three hund,red thousand dollars, while there 
is a surplus of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. Mr. English has given 
his best energies to the advancement of this institution and is uniformly re- 
garded as the leading financier of this part of the state. He has played no 
small part in the development of the coal fields of Vermilion and adjoining 
counties, not exactly as an operator but in the important capacity of financing 
several projects. He was early identified with the Westville Coal Company 
and was a moving spirit in the Riola Coal Company. 

In 1883 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. English to Miss Mary A. O'Hara, 
of Anderson, Indiana, and they have become the parents of two children, namely, 
Benjamin Charles and Daniel. The latter died at the age of fifteen years. The 
former, a graduate of the University of Chicago, of the class of 1907, married 
Miss Pearl Benjamin, a daughter of F. A. Benjamin, and is now a director 
and teller in the First National Bank of Danville. 

Since attaining his majority Mr. English has always affiliated with the re- 
publican party and has taken a keen and active interest in its success. While 
not an office seeker, he wields a strong influence in political circles, being one 
of the party's advisors and counselors in that section of the state. His sup- 
port, likewise his opposition, has for years been a factor in political con- 
tests. Fraternally he is an honored member of the Masonic order and as a citi- 
zen takes a deep interest in everything pertaining to the general good, being 
a supporter of many public enterprises and charitable institutions, to which he 
gives his influence as well as his means for their advancement. His business 
career has been actuated by laudable ambition and characterized by unfaltering 
industry, combined with a close adherence to a high standard of business ethics. 
It would be difficult to point out zny one characteristic as his most pronounced 
trait, for his is a most evenly balanced character, in which business capacity 
and power are matched by recognition of life's purposes and the obligations 
of man to his fellowmen. By nature he is cordial and kindly and possesses a 
personality which, while inspiring respect, also wins the warm friendship of 
those with whom he comes in contact. In 1898 Mr. English erected his resi- 
dence at 1125 North Vermilion street, which has since been the family home. 

WILLIAM F. KEENEY. 

William F. Keeney, a prominent and well known resident of Vermilion 
county, was long actively identified with agricultural interests here but is now 
living retired in Catlin. His birth occurred in Catlin township, this county, on 
the 1st of October, 1843, his parents being Thomas H. and Elizabeth (Caraway) 
Keeney, both of whom were natives of Greenbrier county, West Virginia. They 
came to Vermilion county in 1831 and bought school land, erecting a log cabin 
thereon. Here they continued to reside throughout the remainder of their 
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lives and in their passing the community lost two of its most honored and 
respected pioneer settlers. They became the parents of nine children but the 
only survivor of the family is the subject of this review. 

William F. Keeney attended the common schools in the acquirement of an 
education and lived with his parents until they were called to their final rest. 
He then tmk charge of the old homestead farm in Catlin township and the 
property is still in his possession. General agricultural pursuits claimed his 
aeestion throughout his active business career and eventually brought him the 
conpetence that now enables him to spend the evening of life in honorable re- 
tirement. Since the 1st of January, ~gog, he has made his home in the village 
of Catlin, having there erected a fine residence. His property hddings em- 
brace five hundred acres of valuable land in this county and also a tract of one 
hundred and sixty acres in Meade county, Kansas. H e  is likewise identified 
with financial interests as the vice president of the First National Bank of 
Catlin and is also a director of the bank at Oakwood, this county. 

On the 13th of October, 1880, Mr. Keeney was joined in wedlock to Miss 
Mary A. Richards, a native of Indiana and a daughter of James and Mary 
(Kepley) Richards, who were likewise born in the Hoosier state. They came 
to Vermilion county, Illinois, after the close of the Civil war and passed away 
in Georgetown. Their children were twelve in number. 

In politics Mr. Keeney is a stanch republican but the honors and emoluments 
of office have never had any attraction for him. Fraternally he is identified 
with Mayfield Lodge, No. 635, K. P., and the Modern Woodmen of America 
at Catlin, having filled all of the chairs in the latter organization. His wife 
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church at Catlin. Having always re- 
mained within the borders of Vermilion county, he has gained an extensive 
circle of friends which is almost coextensive with the circle of his acquaintances, 
and his salient characteristics are such as have won for him the unqualified 
respect, esteem and good will of his fellowmen. 

HENRI STRONAHON BABCOCK, 

Not all who become followers of the medical profession attain success therein. 
I t  demands special fitness, a ready sympathy combined with quickness of per- 
ception in determining what remedies are needed for the peculiar condition of 
the patient, and these qualities must be added to a broad, comprehensive and 
accurate knowledge of the principles of the medical science. In all of these 
particulars Dr. Henri S. Babcock, a well known physician and surgeon of Dan- 
ville, is well acquainted for his chosen work and has thus achieved success. 

Dr. Babcock was born in Conewonego township, Warren county, Pennsyl- 
vania, on the 26th of August, 1869, his parents being Joseph Foulton and Jennie 
E. Babcock. In the paternal line he is descended from English and Dutch ances- 
try, while on the maternal side he comes of Irish and Welsh lineage. The fathez 
of our subject loyally fought for the preservation of the Union during the period 
of the Civil war. 
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In his youthful years Dr. Babcock attended the Warren Union School of 
Warren, Pennsylvania, being graduated from the academic department in 1887. 
Wishing to enter professional life, he became a student in the medical department 
of the Uoiversity of Michigan, from which institution he was graduated in 
June, 1891. The same year he located for practice at  Jarnesburg, Vermilion 
county, Illinois, where he remained for a decade or until 1901, since which time 
he has resided continuously in Danville, having here built up an extensive and 
profitable patronage in the line of his profession. 

On the 24th of December, 1891, in Chicago, Illinois, Dr. Babcock was united 
in marriage to Miss Mabel Buck, by whom he has two children, Joseph Hznri 
and Jennie May. I n  his political views Dr. Babcock is a stanch republican, while 
his religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Methodist church. He  
likewise belongs to the Knights of Pythias and the Masons, having attained the 
fourteenth degree in the latter fraternity. The Danville Physicians Club also 
numbers him among its members. He  is a man of marked individuality, of 
strong character and stalwart purpose, who in citizenship and professional circles 
and in private life commands the respect of all with whom he has been brought 
in contact. 

HON. A. G. PHELPS DODGE. 

A. G. Phelps Dodge needs no introduction to the citizens of Danville or of 
Vermilion county. A man of broad education and extensive knowledge, of 
considerable wealth, he has proved himself a prominent factor in the community 
through the quiet, yet forceful, influence which he exerts in behalf of public 
progress through his generous support of measures for the public good and by 
the timely assistance which he renders when material aid is needed. 

Cheshire, England, was the original home of the family as far back as the 
ancestry can be traced. A patent bearing date April 8, 1306, states that "Peter 
Dodge, gentleman of the town of Stopworth, county of Chester, England," did 
such loyal and valiant service for his sovereign, Edward I, that he and his heirs 
forever were entitled to "kave, enjoy and use" a coat of arms. On the 10th 
of July, 1629, William Dodge, the first American ancestor, arrived at Salem, 
Massachusetts, and that he was a man of considerable prominence is indicated 
by the fact that he bore the title of Mr.-a term significant of a leading 
position in a community and of high :moral worth. William Dodge and his 
brother Richard were the progenitors of families that through succeeding gen- 
erations have sent their representatives into almost every state in the Union. 
Moreover, the history of the Dodge family is one of closest connection with 
American annals. Not only have representatives of the name gained positions 
of leadership in business circles but have also left their impress upon the laws 
of state and nation through service in the general assemblies and in congress, 
while in the military history of the country the name stands distinctly forth. 
Hon. William E. Dodge, the father of him whose name introduces this review, 
w a s  a well known philanthropist and merchant of New York city and for a 
considerable period represented his district in congress. 
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It was in New York city on the 25th of August, 1834, that A. G. Plnelps 
Dodge was born. Liberal educational opportunities were afforded him, and 
he has wisely used his time and talents for the benefit of his fellowmen and 
for the sipport of progressive public measures as well as for individual needs 
and pleasures. Through his operation in real estate he has contributed 
to the material benefit and improvement of Danville and aside from all 
business connections has stood as the champion of the interests of this 
city in which he has made his home since 1886. Early in life he had 
extensive timber lands and lumbering interests in several of the states, partic- 
ularly in Pennsylvania, Georgia and Kentucky. For nine years he was in On- 
tario, Canada, working one of the most extensive plants in that country, con- 
sisting of six large mills and a line of stream barges operating on the Georgian 
Bay and the Great Lakes. During his residence there he made his home on 
Lake Simcoe, in the county of York, one of the largest counties in Canada, which 
he represented in the Dominion parliament at Ottawa for two years, during the 
inception of the Canadian Pacific Railway by his great chief, Sir John A. Mac- 
Donald. His invested interests have always displayed keen discernment and 
unfaltering enterprise and on the whole have been attended with splendid 
success. 

Mr. Dodge was married on the 2d of June, 1886, to Miss Rose Voorhees, 
a daughter of Peter and Mary Voorhees, and a favorite niece of Daniel Voor- 
hees, United States senator from Indiana. She has since passed away, how- 
ever, her death occurring July 2, 1910. Mr. Dodge has the personal qualities 
which make for popularity and has the faculty of placing anyone at ease in 
his presence. The culture of previous generations has left its impress upon him 
and his well developed intellectual powers and his'breadth of view make him 
a favorite in social circles where intelligent men gather for the discussion of 
deep and vital questions. Danville is proud to number him among her citizens, 
and he in turn is proud of the achievement of the city with which he has allied 
his interests for almost a quarter of a century. 

ELIAS D. SMITH. 

Elias D. Smith, a well known and prosperous agriculturist of Blount town- 
ship, is the owner of two hundred acres of rich a td  productive land, constituting 
one of the most highly improved farms in the county. His birth occurred in 
Ross township, Vermilion county, Illinois, on the 14th of August, 1858, his 
parents being George E. and Eliza A. (Fairchilds) Smith, natives of Ohio and 
Illinois respectively. Following their marriage they took up their abode on 
a farm in this county and the father has here been engaged in general agri- 
cultural pursuits continuously since, now residing on a tract of two hundred 
m d  forty acres on section 33, Blount township. He is well known and highly 
esteemed throughout the community as a substantial and representative citizen. 
Unto him and his wife were born nine children, namely: John E., Marsha11 M., 
Wesley C., Wodard  G., Elizabeth L., Sadie, Eva J., Josie 0. and Elias D. 
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The last named lived with his parents until he had attained his majority 
amd then rented a part of the old homestead farm, operating the place for three 
years. On the expiration of that period he bought a tract of two hundred acres 
in Blount township, to the cultivation of which he has devoted his time and 
energies continuously since. The property is lacking in none of the improve- 
ments and accessories of a model farm of the twentieth century and the well 
tilled fidds annually yield bounteous harvests as a reward for the care and 
labor which he bestows upon them. 

On the 25th of October, 1882, Mr. Smith was united in marriage to Miss 
Clara F. Smith, who was born on the 8th of December, 1862, her parents being 
Charles E. and Mary (McMullen) Smith, natives of Ohio. They came to Illinois 
at an early day, settling in Danville, where Charles E. Smith was employed in 
a mill for twelve years. At the end of that time he left the mill and became 
the proprietor of a feed store, conducting the same until 1898. Daring the 
past twelve years, however, he has lived in honorable retirement at Danville. 
He was twice married and by his first wife, who died in 1875, had three chil- 
dren, as follows: William, Clara F. and Ada. In 1880 Charles E. Smith was 
again married, his second union being with Miss Lizzie Ringen, of Indiana, by 
whom he had the following children: Mettie, Alice, Mary, Evert, Clarence, Gil- 
bert and Grover. The mother of these children was called to her final rest in 
190''. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Elias D. Smith were born four children, namely: Palmer 
C., who has taught school for six years ; George L., at home; Mabel, the wife of 
Clarence Vandivort, of Vermilion county; and Oliver A., who passed away on 
the 13th of October, 1889. The death of the wife and mother, which occurred 
on the 29th of June, IF, was the occasion of deep and widespread regret. 

Mr. Smith is a democrat in politics and has capably served as school trustee 
for a quarter of a century. His fraternal relations are with lodge No. go7 of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Henning, Illinois, and Modern Woodmen 
camp No. 4425 at  Jamesburg, Illinois. Recently he has also become identified 
with the Masonic fraternity at Potomac, Illinois. His religious faith is indi- 
cated by his membership in the Methodist Episcopal church. A resident of the 
county from his birth to the present time, he is widely known within its borders 
and the sterling qualities which he has displayed in his social and business rela- 
tions have gained him a high place in the regard and good will of his fellow 
townsmen. 

JACOB S. McFERREN. 

"Thrift of time," said William E. Gladstone, "will repay you in after life with 
a usury of profit beyond your most sanguine dreams and waste of it will make 
you dwindle alike in intellectual and moral stature beyond your darkest reckon- 
ing." This statement finds verification in the record of Jacob S. McFerren, who 
in all of his life seems to have improved every opportunity that has presented 
nor wasted a moment that might be advantageously used. He has displayed 
both initiative spirit and a genius for organization and, never fearing to ven- 
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they passed successfully through the financial panic of 1873, keeping their doors 
opened throughout that trying period and winning public confidence by the safe, 
.conservative methods which they followed. In  1874, owing to ill health, Mr. 
Chamberlin retired, Mr. McFerren assuming entire management. From a small 
beginning the busi~~ess has developed until this is recognized as one of the 
strong national banks of the state. 

It has been characteristic of Mr. McFerren's business career that he has 
never failed to venture where favoring opportunity has led the way, his sound 
judgment recognizing the value of business conditions. while his powers of 
organization have led him to so manage and coordinate forces that desired re- 
sults have been achieved, followed by substantial success. His investments, 
too, have been most judiciously made and indicate his sound and discriminating 
judgment. H e  today individually owns several thousand acres of land near 
Hoopeston and as a member of the firm of Moore, McFerren 8r Seavey he has 
also operated extensively in real estate, the firm in the first year of its exist- 
ence doing a business amounting to three hundred and thirty thousand dollars. 
Mr. Seavey withdrew from the partnership but the firm of Moore & McFerren 
still exists and has large landed interests in the south through the states of 
Mississippi, Arkansas and Tennessee. Their operations in different sections 
have been of inestimable value to the con~munities, for they have not only 
bought and sold land but have greatly improved their property, have established 
industries thereon and have secured transportation facilities through railroad 
building. They were the builders of twenty miles of railroad from Luxora, 
Arkansas, to Big Lake, called the Mississippi, Big Lake & Western Railroad. 
They have aldng that line thirty thousand acres of land and the railroad fur- 
nishe an outlet for their lumber and also constitutes a part of the trunk line 
from the Mississippi river to Joplin, Missouri. They have an extensive sawmill 
.at Luxora and are also owners of a sawmill at  Pitman's Island and anotller at  
Woodstock, Mississippi, each having a capacity of twenty-five thousand feet per 
day, while three tither sawmills which they own turn out twenty thousand feet of 
lumber daily. Their most extensive lumber industry, however, is located at 
Memphis, Tennessee, where they have a double-band sawmill with a capacity of 
fifty thousand feet per day, the plant being erected at a cost of seventy-five thous- 
and doIIars. Their interests likewise include a large box factory at Memphis. 

Hoopeston has profited largely through the efforts of Mr. R'lcFerren in the 
upbuilding of the industrial interests a t  this point. I le  became one of the 
founders of the Union Tin Can Company and became a stockholder of the 
American Tin Can Company when the former was merged into the latter. He 
is joint owner with A. H. Trego of the Hmpeston canning factory, devoted ex- 
clusively to the canning of corn-an enterprise that stands foremost in its class 
in the country. His real-estate holdings, include the bank block, office buildings, 
the opera house block and many other business and residence structures. 

I t  has not been alone along business lines, however, that Mr. McFerren has 
done splendid work for Hoopeston. Unlike many men of wealth, he has not 
left political service for others but has felt it a duty and obligation to serve his 
fellowmen when they have indicated their wish that he should do so. H e  was 
chosen Hoopeston's first mayor and on several occasions has been re-elected to  
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the office. During his first term he succeeded in suppressing aii the saioons 
in  the town and there has never been an established liquor business in Hoopeston 
since that time. He has labored for street improvements, including the paving 
and has done much other effective work in the line of reform, progress and up- 
building. He  has been treasurer and director of the district agricultural society, 
school treasurer of township 23, range 12, and one of the original projectors of 
the Ford County Agricultural Society. Churches and benevolent enterprises 
have received his support and his aid is withheld from no undertaking for the 
public good. His interest in the public library has been evidenced in his generous 
gifts thereto and Hoopeston's fine park is a mark of his generosity and public 
spirit. For this purpose he purchased the old fair grounds of thirty acres at  
a cost of six thousand dollars and presented the tract as a gift to the city for 
park purposes. 

On the 4th of April, 1871, Mr. hlcFerren was united in marriage to Miss 
Susie P. Clark, a daughter of R. Clark, but her death occurred on the 28th of 
July of the same year. He afterward wedded Miss Lida A. Schultz, who died 
in 1894, leaving two sons, iyilliam and Donald. In 1897 Mr. McFerren married 
Miss Lottie L. Shultz, a sister of his former wife. Theirs is one of the hand- 
some homes of Hoopeston, erected in 1885, and it is justly noted for its warm- 
hearted hospitality. The simplicity and beauty of Mr. JlcFerren's daily life, 
as  seen in his home and family relations, constitute an even balance to his splen- 
did business ability, resulting in the establishment of some of the laragest com- 
mercial enterprises of the middle west. To make his native talents subserve 
the demands which conditions of society impose at the present time is the 
purpose of his life, and by reason of the mature judgment which characterizes 
his efforts at all times he stands today as a splendid representative of the promi- 
nent maixfacturer and capitalist to whom business is but one phase of life 
and does not exclude his active participation in and support of the other vital 
interests which go to make up human existence. 

WILLIAM LYONS, 

William Lyons, holding a position of distinctive precedence as a financier 
of Danville, has throughout his long connection with banking interests st& as 
an honored representative of a department of activity that has ever been a most 
important factor in conserving the business development and progress of every 
community. While today at the head of the Commercial Trust & Savings Bank. 
he is through investment and official service also connected with many other Iead- 
ing business concerns that are substantial forces in the industrial and commercial 
growth of the city. 

Pennsylvania numbers him among her native sons, for he was born in Lehigh 
county, May I, 1830, his parents being Isaac and Jane (Barr) Lyons, both of 
whom were natives of County Derry, Ireland, but were married in Pennsylvania 
after coming to this country. During his early residence here the father was 
a manufacturer of pig iron in the iron districts of Pennsylvania, where he con- 
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tinued to  live for several years and then returned to his native land in company 
with his four children: William, Oliver, Samuel and Isaac, Jr. While in Ire- 
land the last named died and another son was born there, to whom was given 
the name of Isaac. The object of this trip to the Emerald isle was the securing 
of a small legacy left to the father, and after about fifteen months he returned 
to America with his family. H e  had sailed from New York on the ship Empire, 
which was twenty-seven days in crossing the Atlantic, and returned on a similar 
sailing vessel, known as the New World, which was about the same length of 
time on the voyage. On again reaching the shores of this country he located in 
the same place in Pennsylvania but did not remain there very long. His next 
home was in Ironton, Ohio, where he continued to engage in the iron business 
from 1855 to 1870. In the latter year he removed to Fairmount, Illinois, where 
his son William had bought a farm, and there he engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits until the death of his wife, when he sold the place and purchased another 
farm in Douglas county, this state, remaining there until called to his finaI 
rest. H e  was born in 1803 and died in 1899, at the extreme old age of ninety- 
six years. He was the youngest in a family of thirteen children and was a man 
of regular habits, possessing a strong constitution and weighing one hundred 
and eighty pounds. Throughout life he was very industrious and energetic and 
was a man in whom his fellowmen had the utmost confidence. For a time during 
the Civil war he was connected with the quartermaster's department and his 
sons, William and Oliver, were also connected with that department, the latter 
being stationed at Fayetteville, West Virginia, where he was foreman of a squad 
of men, while William was located at Charleston and was general superintend- 
ent of highways from Charleston to Fayetteville, having in charge several 
squads of men on this work. Another son, Samuel, served for three years in 
the Second Virginia Infantry. 

During the temporary residence of the family in Ireland, William Lyons 
attended school in Coleraine, which city was divided by a river separating the 
counties of Derry and Antrim, but the greater part of his education was obtained 
in the schmls of this country. He was in the Union service for about hree 
years and a t  the end of that time resigned and engaged in the contracting busi- 
ness at Parkershurg, West Virginia, remaining there until September, 1865, when 
he went to Kansas to make arrziigements to embark in the sheep b~siness. Hav- 
ing given a man one hundred dollars on account to buy one hundred tons of 
hay for him, he came to Illinois and near Springfield purchased two thousand 
head of sheep. About this time he received a letter from his brother, who was 
farming in Douglas county, asking him to bring his sheep with him and feed 
them upon the grain he had raised, as there was r,o market for the same nearer 
than twenty miles. William then went to see his brother and after talking the 
matter over with him concluded to accept his offer, though he lost the one hun- 
dred dollars he had given to the man fcr the purchase of hay. Thirty years 
after this occurred he met a neighbor of this man while on a train who told him 
that the man had become very wealthy and1 attributed his success to the hundred 
dollars Mr. Lyons had deposited with him. As the country was new and the 
grass very long, the sheep became diseased and he finally sold out and discon- 
tinued that business. He was next employed as a salaried foreman on a big 
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ranch of about forty sections of land until 1871, when he purchased a farm in 
Vermilion county and continued its operation for four years. He next embarked 
in the lumber business at  Hume, Illinois, which he carried on until 1887 and 
then sold out to his brother Oliver, who still continues in that business. 

Mr. Lyons first became interested in the banking business at SideIl, Illinois, 
as a member of the firm of Lyons, Alexander & Company, who conducted a pri- 
vate bank, but he disposed of his interest in that institution in 1906 and pur- 
chased four hundred and seventy-five shares out of the one thousand shares 
of the Commercial Trust & Savings Bank of Danville and has since been its 
president. This bank has been remarkably successful under his administration, 
having doubled its amount of deposits, and the capital stock is now one hundred 
thousand dollars and the surplus thirty-five thousand dollars. This success is 
attributable in a large measure to the keen discernment, indefatigable energy and 
strong purpose of Mr. Lyons. He  and the cashier of the bank, G. \V. Telling, 
own three thousand acres of land in southeastern Texas, which produces cotton, 
cane and rice, and he is also a large landowner in Kankakee, Vermilion and 
Edgar counties, Illinois. His judgment has come to be regarded as practically 
infallible concerning the complex problems of banking and finance, for his pro- 
gressiveness is tempered by a safe conservatism and1 based upon a thorough un- 
derstanding of the conditions of the money market and the business principles 
involved. 

In 1871 Mr. Lyons was united in marriage to Miss Mary Todd, a native of 
New York city, and to them were born two children: Anna, now the wife of G. 
W. Telling, cashier of the Commercial Trust & Savings Bank; and Flora, who 
died in infancy. The family is one of prominence in social circles and they hold 
membership in the Kimber Methodist Episcopal chvrch. Mr. Lyons is also 
identified with the Masonic fraternity and as a public-spirited and progressive 
citizen has taken a commendable interest in public affairs, having served as 
president of the town board of Side11 for ten years. Trustworthy and faithful 
in business, progressive in citizenship and loyal to the claims of friendship, he 
has thus displayed many good qualities which have gained him high regard. 

HARRY J. HOUGHTON. 

Harry J. Houghton, the proprietor of a we11 appointed undertaking estab- 
lishment of Georgetown, was born in Dana, Indiana, on the 28th of October, 
1884, his parents being Elijah and Mary (Jaggers) Houghton. The father's 
birth occurred at Montezuma, Indiana, in 1850, while the mother first opened her 
eyes to the light of day in Dana, Indiana, in 1853. Elijah Houghton devoted 
his attention to general agricultural pursuits throughout his entire business 
career and passed away in 1888. His widow still survives and makes her home 
on a farm near Dana, Indiana. 

Harry J. Houghton acquired his education in the grammar and high schools 
of Dana and in 1905 became connected with the undertaking business at Knox- 
vile, Illinois, there remaining for about one year. He was afterward similarly 
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engaged in Chicago and various other points in Illinois until 1908, which year 
witnessed his arrival in Georgetown. Here he embarked in business as an un- 
dertaker on his own account and has since conducted a successful enterprise of 
this character. H e  carries a fine line of caskets and funeral supplies and a 
liberal patronage is accorde:! % i s ,  ior h13 prices are reasonable and his integrity . 

is above question. 
On the gd of June, 1908, at Sidell, Iliinois, Mr. Houghton was joined in 

wedlock to Miss Mary B. Moore, who was born, reared aad educated at that 
place. They now have a daughter, Frances, whose natal day was September 18, 
I=. Mr. ~ o u ~ h t o n  belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the 
Knights of Pythias, the Modern Woodmen of America and the Masons at 
Georgetown and is likewise a member of the Court of Honor at Quaker, 
Indiana. 

C. L. SANDUSKY. 

While the record of the business men may be less spectacular than that of 
the statesman or military leader, it is none the less essential and none the less 
valuable. In fact the stable prosperity and substantial growth of every com- 
munity depends upon its enterprising and reliable business men who, day by 
day, perform their daily duties, advancing slowly yet steadily, utilizing every 
means that comes to hand not only to advance their own interests but also to 
promote the public welfare. To this class belongs C. L. Sandusky, proprietor 
of not only one of Danville's finest stores but the largest and finest exclusive 
furniture store in the state outside of Chicago. 

He was born in Catlin, Vermilion county, on the 30th of September, 1872, 
and belongs to an old and prominent family of this region. His father, Jacob 
C.  Sandusky, was a native of Kentucky and at an early age accompanied his 
father, Joshua Sandusky, on his removal to Illinois, the family locating a t  
Brooks Point, Vermilion county. For some years the former engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits at Catlin and owned and operated the land on which the Cat- 
lin fair grounds are now located. The home place was known as the Big 
Springs Farm, so named from the seven springs located thereon. It is now 
famous for- its product of stone, being owned by the Illinois Steel Company, 
who are now operating valuable stone qiiarries there. In his farming operations 
the father of our subject was very successful and he especially prospered in his 
stock-raising interests, in fact the Sandusky family has become famous as stock- 
raisers. H e  died on the old home place in 1882. His wife, who bore the maiden 
name of Mary J. Gones, was a native of Ohio and during her girlhood settled 
at Catlin. Her  father was Charles Gones, a respected pioneer of Vermilion 
county. C.  L. Sandusky is the only son in a family of three children, his sisters 
being: Effie, the wife of J. W. Keeslar; and Viola S., now the wife of W. A. 
Bosley of Chicago. 

C. L. Sandusky pursued his education in the public schools of Faimount 
and after completing the high-school course spent some years on the home 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 18 

farm, giving his father the benefit of his labors. At the age of twenty-four 
years he removed to Danville and became associated with his uncle, Thomas 
Gnes ,  in the furniture business under the firm name of Gones & Sandusky. 
They began business here in a modest way in a small room at the present loca- 
tion of the store. In 1899 he purchased Mr. Gones' interest and has since con- 
ducted the business alone. From the start he has steadily prospered and from 
a small beginning the business has assumed extensive proportions until now, 
as previously stated, he has the largest and finest exclusive furniture store in 
Illinois outside of the metropolis. 

On the 5th of Octobci, 1 % ~ .  Mr. Sandusky was united in marriage to Miss 
Sarah Marble, a nati-fe of Indiana, who has been to him a faithful companion 
and helpmate in the best sense of that term. She is an excellent business 
woman and has been of great assistance to her husband in the development 
of his business, having charge of the office. Their one child, a daughter, died 
in infancy. 

Mr. Sandusky is a very public-spirited, patriotic citizen, taking a commend- 
able interest in those measures which he believes will advance the moral or  
material welfare of his city, county and state. In 1go5 he was elected one of 
the business men on the refnrrn supervisors board and has since been in charge 
of public buildings and grounds, in which department there was found to be 
the greatest leakage. But under his able management much has been accom- 
plished in effecting a needed reform. For the past five years he has also served 
as president of the Danville Commercial Club and probably no man in Danville 
has done more to  promote the commercial and business interests of the city 
than he. Since attaining his majority he has affiliated with the Masonic frater- 
nity, his father having been a very prominent and active Mason. H e  joined 
Fairmount Lodge, No. 590, A. F. & A. M., and now holds membership in 
Olive Branch Lodge at Danville, of which he is past master, and he has at- 
tained the Thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite, having for the past five 
years been district deputy of the Twenty-seventh Masonic district and was 
on September 22, 1910, elected to receive the Thirty-third degree. 

GEORGE L. WILLIAMSON, 

Dr. George L. Williamson, a prominent and successful physician and surgeon 
of Danville, has built up an extensive and remunerative practice during the 
six years of his residence here. Ii is birth occurred in Richmond, Virginia, on 
the 22d of October, 1863, his parents being James Edward and Samantha 
(Perkinson) Williamson, both of whom were natives of Petersburg, Virginia, 
the former born in 1833 and the latter in 1836. The father was a Presbyterian 
minister and preached in Illir~ois for  more than twenty years, erecting many 
churches througho-at the state. His influence proved a potent factor for good 
in the moral advancement of the communities in which he labored and his con- 
secrated zeal and energy .?mn him the respect and admiration of all who knew 
him His demise occurred in rgor .  
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In his youthful years George L. Williamson attended the high school at 
Clarinda, Illinois, and subsequently entered the Presbyterian College for Young 
Men at Jacksonville, Illinois. He  next took up surveying and thus earned the 
necessary funds for a professional education, for he had determined to make the 
practice of medicine his life work. Entering the Missouri Medical College at St. 
Louis, he pursued his studies there during the years 1883 and 1884 and was then en- 
gaged in practice until I@. In that year he again entered the Missouri Med- 
ical College and following his graduation from that institution, practiced in St. 
Louis for twelve monihs. Homer, Illinois, next became the scene of his p r e  
fessional labors and at that place he remained until 191 ,  when he went to 
Europe, spending one year in hospitals at London, Vienna and Paris and de- 
voting his attention to the study of special work and surgery. On his return to 
the United States he located in Danville, Illinois, where he has remained con- 
tinuously to the present time, enjoying a lucrative and constantly growing prac- 
tice. As a member of the County, State and National Medical Societies he 
keeps in touch with the progress which is being made by the medical fraternity. 
He is surgeon at the St. Elizabeth and Lakeview Hospitals and also acts in that 
capacity for the Big Four Railroad. 

In 1885 Dr. Williamson was joined in wedlock to Miss Mary Moffett, a na- 
tive of Illinois, by whom he had two children: Paul, who died in 1894 when - 
eight years of age; and Maiy Virginia. Fraternally the Doctor is identified 
with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and is a Scottish Rite Mason. 
Both he and his wife are popular in social circles and they possess many sterling 
characteristics which endear them to all with whom they are associated. 

J. W. RALSTON, M. D. 

Through active connection with the medical profession for thirty years, and 
through an extended period in which he was identified with the conduct of mer- 
cantile interests in Danville, Dr. J. W. Ralston commanded the unqualified 
respect of his fellowmen. There are few whose lives are crowned with the 
honor and respect which was uniformly accorded him in recognition of his un- 
blemished character. With him success in life was reached by his sterling 
qualities of mind and a heart true to every manly principle. He  never deviate.d 
from what his judgment indicated to be right and honorable between his fellow- 
men and himself. He never swerved from the path of duty and at the close 
of his long eventful life he could look back over the past with pride and with 
a conscientiousness of having gained for himself, by his honorable, straight: 
forward life, the confidence and good-will of the entire community in which he 
lived. 

He was a native of Murfreesboro, Williamson county, Tennessee. His 
father, Joseph Ralston, was born in Franklin, Tennessee, on the 23d of Feb- 
ruary, 1804, and when a year old was taken by his parents to Franklin, Ohio, 
where he resided until the close of the war of 1812. When he was a lad of 
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eleven years and before Indiana was admitted to the Union, he removed to what 
is now Washington county in that state and there remained for a year. He 
next became a resident of Parke county, Indiana, in 1816, the family home be- 
ing established on the Big Raccoon near Bridgetown, where he remained for 
three years. On the expiration of that period he removed to Rockville, Indiana, 
and started in clearing off the timber that then covered the site of the public 
school and also in building some of the first houses erected there. In 1824 he 
removed to Williamson county, Tennessee, where he was married in 1829, liv- 
ing in that county until 1836, after which he returned with his family to Rock- 
ville, Indiana, where he made his home until called to his final rest. 

Dr. Ralston was a young lad when he accompanied his parents on their re- 
turn to Rockville, and upon the home farm there he was reared, early becom- 
ing familiar with all of the duties and labors that fall to the lot of the agricul- 
turist. He acquired his early education in the schools of that locality, which 
were conducted upon the subscription plan, each pupil having to pay a percent- 
age of the teacher's salary. H e  afterward attended school at  Greencastle, In- 
diana, and thus laid the foundation for his professional learning. Determin- 
ing to make the practice of medicine his life work, his preliminary reading 
was done under the direction of a physician at Rockville, Indiana, while he 
subsequently attended the medical school.of Cincinnati, Ohio, and in 1855 was 
graduated from the Rush Medical College of Chicago. The same year he lo- 
cated in Indianda, Illinois, where he practiced continuously for thirty years, 
enjoying during that period an extensive patronage which indicated his ability 
and the confidence reposed in him by his felbw citizens. In the early days no 
night was too dark, no storm so severe that he would remain at home when 
he received a professional call. He  felt that it was his duty to respond where 
his aid was needed, and through the winter's cold and the summer's heat he 
made his way upon his daily round of visits, and his cheery presence and en- 
couraging words proved an excellent supplement to the remedial agencies which 
he administered. 

In 1892 Dr. Ralston removed to Danville and became associated with his 
brother-in-law, George R. Angle, in the grocery business in which he continued 
up to the time of his death, February 6, 1907. He also became financially in- 
terested in several of the leading business enterprises of this city and his sound 
judgment and discrimination were factors in their successful conduct. He was 
a man of benevolent spirit and left many bequests to charity in his will. 

On the 15th of October, 1856, Dr. Ralston was married in Indianola, to 
Miss Permilia J. Dixon, and the home relation was a most beautiful one. Dur- 
ing his boyhmd days Dr. Ralston was converted at  a camp-meeting and joined 
the Methodist church, being ever afterward loyal to its teachings and his life 
being in entire harmony with his religious professions. He  belonged to the med- 
ical society of the county and most conscientiously and faithfully performed 
every duty that devolved upon him in professional connections. His life was 
actuated in all that he did by the spirit of broad humanitarianism and he ever 
sought to ameliorate the hard conditions of life for mankind. He  became a pracA 
tical student of the s o c i o l ~ c a l  and economic conditions of the country and 
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wherever possible gave his aid to relieve hardships and to prevent misery. His 
generous spirit was manifested in his will which included many bequests to 
charity. His life was thus fraught with good deeds and the world is better 
for his having lived. 

S. H. Oakwood, a well known real estate dealer of Danville, was born in 
Vermilion county on the 14th of July, 1849, and is a worthy representative of 
one of its honored pioneer families. His father, Rev. Michael Oakwood, was 
a Methodist minister and was born in Brown county, Ohio, in 1823 and dur- 
ing his boyhood came to Vernlilion county, Illinois, in company with his father, 
Henry Oakwood, the family being among the first to settle in this region. 
At that time the country was wild and unimproved and only a few settlements 
had been made. They took up their abode upon a tract of land near what is 
now the village of Oakwood, though there was no town there at that time, 
simply an Indian camp. Our subject's uncle, Henry Oakwood, Jr., afterward 
owned the old homestead and added to the farm until he had a large and val- 
uable property. When a village was projected it was named in honor of the 
family. In  connection with his ministerial labors Rev. Michael Oakwood also 
engaged in farming, owning and operating a good place north of Oakwood, and 
there he continued to make his home until his death in 190;. He married Miss 
Nancy Copeland, a native of this county and a daughter of Samuel Copeland, 
who caze here at  about the same time as the Oakwood family and was engaged 
in farming in E!ount township. H e  lived to the advanced age of ninety-three 
years, and the mother uI' our subject passed away in 1852. 

During his boyhood S. H. Oakwood attended the public schools near his 
home and having acquired a good education, he successfully engaged in teach- 
ing school in this county for a number of years. He later turned his attention 
to mercantile business in Danville, to which he devoted his attention for twelve 
years, and in 1 8 9  became engaged in the real-estate business. He has since 
handled a large amount of property, buying and selling farm lands, principally 
confining his operations to Vermilion county. He  has disposed of a large 
amount of property both for himself and other parties and is today the owner 
of four fine farms in this locality. H e  has a just comprehension of land values 
and has so conducted his business as to make it profitable not only to himself 
but also to his clients. 

Mr. Oakwood was married near Georgetown, Illinois, in 1878 to Miss Laura 
Bennett, a native of Kentucky, whose parents, John and Julia (Baylis) Bennett, 
came from Mason county, that state, to  Illinois and settled near Georgetown, 
where Mr. Bennett engaged in business as a blacksmith for some time, but 
afterward turned his attention to farming. He  was one of the highly respected 
men of his community. Mr. and Mrs. Oakwood have one daughter, Belva, now 
the wife of John Smith of Milford, Illinois. 
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Mr. Oakwood keeps well posted on the questions and issues of the day and 
takes an active interest in public affairs, both of local and national importance, 
but has never cared for official preferment. He  served, however, for one term as 
alderman of the sixth ward. In politics he is an ardent republican and in his 
social affiliation is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America and a Loyal 
American. Both he and his wife hold membership in the Kimber Methodist 
Episcopal church and are held in the highest regard by all who know them. 

PETER VANDERVORT. 

Peter Vanden-ort, who has devoted his attention to general agricultural pur- 
suits throughout his entire business career, has won a gratifying measure of 
success in his undertakings and is now the owner of an excellent farm of one hun- 
dred and eighty-six acres in Blount township. His birth occurred in Brown 
county, Ohio) on the 10th of April, 1855, his parents being Peter and Jane 
(Ditto) Vandervort, who were likewise natives of the Buckeye state. They 
came to Illinois in 1877, settling in Piatt county, where the father was actively 
engaged in the operation of a farm of eighty acres until the time of his death 
in August, 1898. He brought the fields under a high state of culeivation and 
placed many substantial improvements on the property. His wife was called 
to her final rest in March, 1 9 5 .  Their children were nine in number, namely: 
Alice, John T., Thomas &I., Nancy J., Peter, Mary J., William W., and 
Emma, who is deceased. 

Peter Vandervort remained under the parental roof until he had attained his 
majority and then started G U ~  as an agriculturist on his own account, cultivat- 
ing rented land for four years. On the expiration of that period he bought a 
tract of eighty acres in Champaign county and gave his attention to its oper- 
ation for fifteen years, during which tirne he had extended the boundaries of 
the farm by an additicnal purchase of forty acres. After disposing of the prop- 
erty, he bought his present place of one hundred and eighty-six acres in Blount 
township. Vermilion county, where he has carried on his agricultural interests 
continuously since. He has made the farm one of r'ne most highly improved 
in the locality and annually gathers rich crops which find a ready sale on the 
market. 

On the 2jth of October, 1576, Mr. I'andervort was united in marriage to 
Miss Cynthia S. Miller. who was born on the 3d of April, 1860, her parents 
being Silas and Cynthia (Hempleman) Miller, natives of Ohio. After the 
mother's demise, which occurred in Ohio in 1573, the father made his home 
with our subject until he passed away in 1898. Mrs. Vandervort was one of a 
famiIy of six children, her brothers and sisters being as follows: Henry C., 
Joseph C., Harvey H., Mary E. and Lydia. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Vandervort 
have been born nine children, namely: Alice. whose birth occurred in 1877 and 
who died the following year; Josephine, the wife of W. G. Smith, of Vermilion 
county; Minnie. who gave her hand in marriage to Avard Chenoweth, of Ver- 
milion county. and passed away on the 24th of July, 1go7; Clarence E., who is 
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married and lives in this county; Bessie, who is the wife of Evert Wilson and 
also resides in this county; Etta, the wife of Forest Lanham, of Vermilion 
county; and Walter E., Frances R. and Harold M., all at home. Minnie, Clar- 
ence, Josephine, Bessie and Walter have followed the profession of school 
teaching. 

In  politics Mr. Vandervort is a republican and his fellow townsmen, recog- 
nizing his worth and ability, have called him to several positions of public 
trust. He has served as commissioner of highways for nine years, acted as 
supervisor of Blount township for six years and was a member of the school 
board for twenty-three years, ever 6ischarging his official duties in a most 
prompt and capable manner. Both he and his wife belong to the Methodist 
Episcopal church and he is one of its trustees. At all times he has been true 
to the obligations and responsibilities that have devolved upon him in every 
relation of life and well merits the esteem and good will which are uniformly 
accorded him. 

HON. LOUIS PLATT. 

Hon. Louis Platt, now mayor of the city of Danville, is a man to whom 
success has come as the result of earnest labor, close application and intelligently 
directed energy. He  was born in Posen, Germany, on the 18th of December, 
1850, and is a son of Percy and Lena (Jossman) Platt, both of whom spent 
their entire lives in that country. He was reared and educated in his native 
town, attending the public schools, but was very small when his parents died 
and at  an early age became dependent upon his own resources for a livelihood. 
In 1864, at the age of thirten years, he sailed from Hamburg to New York 
on the old time steamers, which required from eighteen to twenty days to make 
the voyage. He was alone on this trip and on reaching the new world was 
a stranger in a strange land. But, nothing daunted, he at once sought work and 
accepted any employment by which he could earn an honest living. For several 
years he roved around the country, picking up the English language and cus- 
toms, and finally arrived in Detroit, Michigan, in 1868. There he secured a 
position as traveling salesman for Lieberman & Schloss, wholesale clothiers, 
with whom he remained for about three years, during which t ine he was very 
successful and gained considerable knowledge of the business. 

Just after the Chicago fire, in 1871, Mr. Platt went to that city and em- 
barked in the manufacture of cigars on Twenty-second street, but this venture 
did not prove profitable and in 1874 he sold out. In 187j, having accumulated 
a small capital, he bought a few cheap fixtures and a small stock of goods, 
which he shipped to Danville, opening a clothing store at this place. His bus- 
iness steadily grew until he was at the head of a large and profitable enter- 
prise. He  erected the building now adjoining the Temple on the north and in 
connection with Judge Kimbrough built the Daniel building, which he subse- 
quently sold to Mr. Daniel and then erected the Temple, which is today the 
largest building in the city, modern in all its appointments and a substantial 
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steel structure. In 1890 Mr. Platt sold his clothing business but six years 
later reopened a store in the Daniel building, where he continued to carry on 
business for eleven months. At the end of that time he disposed of his stock 
and in 1898 embarked in the insurance business, with which he has since been 
connected. He now represents eighteen fire insurance companies, two liability 
and glass companies and the Mutual Benefit & Life Insurance Company of 
Newark, New Jersey, and his business has now reached extensive proportions. 
H e  writes a large amount of policies each year and occupies offices in the Temple 
block. Success has attended his well directed efforts until he is now one of 
the wealthiest and most substantial citizens of Danville. He is serving as sec- 
retary of the German Building Association of this city and is also a stockholder 
in the Tausig Furniture Company of Chicago. 

Mr. Platt was married in 1876 to Miss Delia Summerfield of Chicago, by 
whom he has four children, namely: Percy; Lillian, the wife of Theodore 
Tausig of Chicago; Walter, who married Kate Epstein; and Casper, who is a 
graduate of the Danville high school. 

Fraternally Mr. Platt is connected with the Mzsonic order and the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows. He is recognized as a forceful, enterprising 
man, public opinion being united in according him a position as one of the 
representative citizens of Danville. His activity and alertness have k e n  im- 
portant elements in his success. In ~gog he was elected mayor of the city 
on the citizen's ticket by the largest majority any Danville mayor has ever re- 
ceived, carrying every ward and every precinct. This shows something of the 
popularity of Mr. Platt's personality and his views of making the city a better 
one, and so fa r  he has carried out his plans to the entire satisfaction of all con- 
cerned. As a boy he came to the new world empty-handed and entirely un- 
familiar with the English language, but through his industry, enterprise and 
excellent business judgment he has overcome all the obstacles in his path and 
now ranks among the men of affluence in Danville, all of which prosperity is 
justly merited, as his business methods have been honorable and upright. 
Throughout his business career he has always faithfully executed the terms of 
a contract and met the obligations devolving upon him. He is an alert, enter- 
prising man, placing a correct value upon life, its opportunities, its obligations 
and its privileges, and as the years have gone by he has come into a position 
of prominence. 

CHARLES B. SPANG. 

There are found many men whose industry has won them success-men 
who by their perseverance and diligence executed well defined plans which, 
others have made-but the men who take the initiative are cumparatively few. 
The vast majority do not see the opportunity for the coordination of forces 
and the development of new, extensive and profitable enterprises and there- 
fore must follow along the paths which others have marked out. In Mr, 
Spang, however, the initiative spirit is strong and utilizing the chances which 
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have come to him, he has wrought along the line of large and, successful UII, 

dertakings, the commercial and industrial activity of Viermilion county be- 
ing greatly stimulated by his efforts and activities. 

Mr. Spang is a native of Pennsylvania, his birth having occurred in Sharps- 
burg, Allegheny county, on the 13th of December, 1866. His father, Josiah 
R. Spang, was also born in Pennsylvania in 1828 and was of German descent. 
For over tw,enty years he served as manager of the Singer Sewing Machine 
Company, occupying that position until his death, which was the ultimate re- 
sult of a wound which he had sustained while serving as a soldier of the Civil 
war, having enlisted in the Seventhy-Eighth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. 
In early manhocd he wedded Margaret Bracken, a native of Butler county, 
Pennsylvania, and of Scotch lineage. She came of an old Scotch-Presby- 
terian family, ,her father and grandfather being circuit riders of that de- 
nomination. Following their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Josiah Spang continued 
to make their home in Pennsylvania, where the former passed away in 1877, 
his widow and some of the family subsequently removing from Butler county 
to Georgetown, Illinois, in 1895. Our subject had located here in 1890, after 
two years spent a t  Terre Haute, Indiana. 

Having mastered the branches of learning taught in the public schools 
of his native county, Charles B. Spang faced the problem of providing for 
his own support and made his initial step in the business world as an em- 
ploye in the Oriental Roller Mills, the Klinger Mills. There he remained 
until he had learned the business after which he removed from Pennsylvania 
to Terre Haute, Indiana, in 1888. Two years were there devoted to his trade 
and in 1890 he came to Georgetown. He entered the employ of J. E. Hay- 
worth, who helped our subject to make a success and who had been engaged 
in the milling business here from 1880 and. in 18go had established the Star 
Roller Mills. After two months Mr. Spang purchased a half-interest in the 
mill and the firm of Hayworth & Spang was formed. They conducted bus- 
iness together until 1900, when Mr. Hayworth sold his interest to C. L. Aus- 
tin and the firm of Spang & Austin then continued until 1902, when Mr. 
Spang became- sole proprietor. He has operated the only flour mill in this 
county for the past five years or more. He  occupies a conspicuous position 
in business circles in Vermilion county as a representative of the grain elevator 
trade, the milling and the lumber interests of the town. He became collnected 
with the mill at  a small salary but his ability was soon manifested and, ad- 
mitted ta partnership, he bent his energies to administrative direction and 
executive control until, after twenty-one years, he has built up a business 
which is second to none in this line in the southern part of Vermilion county. 
He is now proprietor of the Star Roller Mills, of a grain elevator with a 
capacity of one hundred thousand bushels and an extensive lumberyard. The 
flour which he manufactures finds ready sale and to handle the output he 
established a wholesale distributing house in Danville, Illinois, for the products 
of his manufactories. He deals in all kinds of lumber and building materials 
necessary in the construction of a house from the foundation to the roof, and 
his trade has now reached mammoth proportions. He is interested in the 
firm of Spang & Austin, wholesale dealers in flour and feed, in Danville, Illinois, 
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and is also connected with W. A. MCMahon in the real-estate business at George- 
town, who laid out an addition to the city of Georgetown, and thus his labors 
have been of material assistance in the business development of the county 
as well as of the city in which he makes his home. 

Mr. Spang has been married twice. On the ~ 1 s t  of December, 1890, he - 
wedded Miss Ada Phillips, of Butler, Pennsylvania, a i d  unto them were born 
two children: Ethel, who is now a student in DePauw University, at Green- 
castle, Indiana; and Genevieve, who was graduated from the Georgetown high 
school in the class af 1910 and is now attending the Northwestern University. 
The wife and mother died July 8, 1895, in this city. Mr. Spang was mar- 
ried on the eIst of October, 1897, to Miss Florence Smith of Slippery Rock, 
Pennsylvania. There is one son by this marriage, Charles, now a pupil in 
the grammar schools of Georgetown. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Spang hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal 
church, in which they take an active part, being particularly helpful in the 
work of the Surlciay school in which Mr. Spang served as superintendent for 
a number of years. His influence is always on the side of progress and im- 
provements. He is connected with a number of fraternal organizations in 
Georgetown. His political allegiance is given to the republican party and he 
has been elected to fill a number of local offices. 

Mr. Spang belongs to that public-spirited, useful and helpful type of men 
whose ambitions and desires are centered and directed in those channels 
through which flow the greatest and most permanent good to the greatest num- 
ber, and he feels a deep concern for the public welfare and while his chief 
life work has been that of a remarkably successful business man, the range 
of his activities and the scope of his influence have reached far  beyond this 
special field. He belongs to that class of man who wield a power which is 
all the more potent from the fact that it is moral rather than political and is 
exercised for the public weal rather than for personal needs. His business 
record also deserves commendation, for in the field of commerce he has dis- 
played rare aptitude and ability in achieving results and has at all times em- 
ployed methods which will bear dose investigation and scrutiny. 

\V. T. HEDGES. 

W. T. Hedges, who has been successfully engaged in the livery business 
at Catlin since 1905, was born in Mason county, Kentucky, on the 29th of 
April, 1861, his parents being Marcus N. and Malinda (Riggen) Hedges, like- 
wise natives of that state. They first came to Vermilion county, Illinois, in 
1866 but after a few years returned to Kentucky. Subsequently, however, 
they took up their permanent abode in this county and here the mother passed 
away in 1879. The father still survives and is a worthy and respected resident 
Oklahoma. In their family were eight children, five of whom are yet living. 

W. T. Hedges acquired his education in the common schools and remained 
under the parental roof until he had attained his majority. H e  then rented 
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a farm and devoted his time and energies to its operation until 1905. I n  that 
year he embarked in the livery business at  Catlin and has since conducted an 
enterprise of this character with good success, having built up a fine trade. 

I n  1881 Mr. Hedges was united in marrige to Miss Maggie Clifton, whose 
birth occurred in De Witt county, Illinois, in 1865. Her parents, Andrew 
Jackson and Jane H. Clifton, both of whom were natives of this state, are now 
deceased, the father dying April g, 1895, and the mother in the spring of 
1904. Mrs. Hedges was one of a family of five children and by her marriage 
has also become the mother of five children, namely: Clarence N., Alma M., 
Lula E. and Sylvester A., all at home; and one who died in infancy. 

Politically Mr. Hedges is a stanch populist, but has never sought nor de- 
sired office. Fraternally he is identified with the Modem Woodmen of 
America a t  Catlin. Both he and his wife belong to the Christian church and 
take an active and helpful part in its work. The sterling traits of his char- 
acter are well known to his fellow townsmen, the great majority of whom 
number him as a friend. 

HERBERT LORAINE BAUM. 

Herbert Loraine Baum, one of the wealthy young agriculturists of Illinois, 
living on the family homestead in Sidell township, Vermilion county, and own- 
er of more than fourteen hundred acres of the richest farming land in the state, 
is the representative of an hsr~ored pioneer family, the older members of which 
have passed to their reward. The family of which the subject of this review 
is a worthy member was of Polish origin and was founded in America by his 
great-grandfather on the paternal side, who was banished for political reasons 
from the land of his nativity in the eighteenth century. H e  was of good fight- 
ing stock and proved his mettle in the Revolutionary war and later on the fron- 
tier as a pioneer, his descendents carrying on the good work and finally locating 
in Vermilion county, where Herbert L. Baum was born September I, 1881. He 
is a son of Oliver P. and Helen (McClenathan) Baum, a record of whom a p  
pears elsewhere in this work. 

Being of sturdy parentage, the subject of this sketch has inherited many 
of the best characteristics of the pioneers and from very early in life he has 
shown an adaptability to farming pursuits that is the result only of generations. 
of culture along the same line. He  was reared under the sheltering care of a 
happy home, provided with all the comforts and conveniences of life, and re- 
ceived his education in the common schools and at the Gem City College of 

. Quincy, Illinois. Upon laying aside his books he returned home to become per- 
mantly identified with the farm, his father having reached an age when it was 
necessary for him to turn over his business affairs to a younger person, and 
from that time our subject became the responsible manager of extensive landed 
interests and also of a large cattle industry, which his father had built up. On 
the death of the father, December 29, 1909, Herbert L. 13aum became the 
owner of fourteen hundred and fifty acres of valuable land, all of which is 
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in Vermilion county with the exception of two hundred and fifty-two acres 
which lie in Edgar county. At the present time Mr. Baum is renting the major 
portion of his real estate, retaining the home farm of three hundred and sixty 
acres, which he manages himself and which is one of the most complete farm- 
ing establishments to be seen in Illinois or  any other state of the Union. 

He is recognized as an enterprising and progressive young man, entirely 
competent to take care of his fortune and with ability to cause it to increase 
from year to year as he may desire. H e  is an automobile enthusiast and drives 
a high powered machine, one of the greatest pleasures of his life being a long 
trip over the roads to the beautiful region with which he has been familiar 
since his earliest recollection. Mr. Baum still enjoys the freedom of bachelor- 
hood. Socially he is identified with Minoca Lodge, No. 306, Improved Order of 
Red Men, at Sidell. Politically Mr. Baum adheres to the teachings of the 
democratic party and, while he has not up to the present time devoted special 
attention to politics, he has shown the interest of a patriotic citizen in support- 
ing those men for public office whom he considers best able to represent the 
permanent interests of Vermilion county and the state of Illinois. Mr. Baum 
has fully demonstrated his knowledge of farming and kindred pursuits where 
his chief interests is centered and has many friends in this and other counties, 
who prophesy for him a useful and successful career. 

J. R. WILLIAMS, M. D. 

Dr. J. R. Williams, an able representative of the medical fraternity, has 
resided in Danville for the past five years and enjoys a large and lucrative 
ofice practice. His birth occurred in Lancaster, Jefferson county, Indiana, 
on the 28th of August, 1858, his parents being Benjamin B. and Esther J. 
Williams. He traces his ancestry back to Roger Williams, the first Baptist 
in America. The great-grandfather of our subject fought in the Revolution- 
ary war and after the cessation of hostilities settled in Culpeper county, Vir- 
ginia, where occurred the birth of his son, Robert Williams. The latter was 
always an ardent Baptist and took up his abode in Jefferson county, Kentucky, 
after leaving the Old Dominion. The maternal grandfather of Dr. Williams 
was born near Oyster Bay, New York, and came of French Huguenot stock. 
His father and Tom Paine were neighbors. He removed to Rising Sun, In- 
diana, at an early day and was a convert of Alexander Campbell, by whom 
he was baptized in the Ohio Sv~r .  

Dr. J. R. Williams received his more specifically literary education in the 
common schools, the State Normal School at Terre Haute, Indiana, Franklin 
College of Franklin, Indiana, and the Indiana State University of Blooming- 
ton, Indiana. Having determined upon the practice of medicine as a life work, 
he entered the Medical College of Indiana, which institution conferred upon 
him the degree of M. D. on the 26th of February, 1885. Prior to that time 
he had been identified with the educational interests of his native state, teach- 
ing school for five years. For the first ten years of his professional life he 
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was engaged in the general practice of medicine and surgery, but during the 
past fifteen years he has followed a special line of work, devoting his atten- 
tion exclusively to office practice. 

The city of Danville has been the scene of his professional labors for the 
past five years and here he has built up an enviable and remunerative prac- 
tice, having demonstrated his skill and ability in the line of his chosen voca- 
tion. The prosperity which he now enjoys is directly attributable to his own 
efforts and in the battle of life he has seen "both sides of the shield." At the 
age of sixteen years he started out to obtain an education and made his own 
way through the various institutions of learning by teaching and as a travel- 
ing representative of the McCormick Company, selling binders and mowers. 
H e  also made quite a little money as an expert adjuster of binders. In these 
connections he traveled through Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Da- 
kota and Manitoba. He  has come in contact with all classes of people and 
has learned the lessons of life in the school of experience. Self-reliance, an 
indomitable will and a "get there" spirit are his salient characteristics and are 
ingrained into his fibre and make-up. 

On the 10th of October, 1890, at Indianapolis, Indiana, Dr. Williams was 
united in marriage to Miss Juliaetta H. Myers, a daughter of Mrs. Nattie L. 
Huffer, of Shelbyville, Illinois. Her father, C. B. Myers, practiced dentistry 
a t  Hillsboro, Illinois, from 1858 until 1868. Dr. and Mrs. Williams are the 
parents of four children, as follows: Burke H. Barnett and Clay H. Barnett, 
who are engaged in business at the Union Stock Yards in Chicago; Blanche, 
the wife of R. A. Campbell, general manager of the Fowler Manufacturing 
Company of Chicago; and Ruth, at home. 

When twenty-two years of age Dr. Williams joined the Masonic fraternity 
and he has since passed through all the grades from the blue lodge to  the 
thirty-second degree, being a Knight Templar and Scottish Rite Mason and 
a Noble of the Mystic Shrine. He  and his family are members of the First 
Church of Christ at Danville, in the work of which they take a deep and help- 
ful interest. Loyal in friendship, devoted to the ties of home and family and 
maintaining a high standard of conduct in all the relations of life, Dr. Williams 
is well worthy the esteem in which he is uniformly held. 

W. J. PARRETT. 

W. J. Parrett, the well known business manager of the Commercial News 
of Danville, has throughout his entire business career been identified with 
newspaper interests. A native of Illinois, he was born in Ottawa in 1573 and 
is a son of John and Emily Parrett. H e  is indebted) to the public schools of 
his native city for the educational privileges he enjoyed and after leaving 

' the high school turned his' attention to newspaper work, at the age of seven- 
teen, and learned the printer's trade. For a time he was employed as reporter 
on the Des Moines (Iowa) Daily News and was next business manager of 
the La Crosse (Wis.) Republican-Leader and on his return to Ottawa be- 
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.came business manager of the Ottawa Journal. H e  next held a similar position 
with the Aurora (Ill.) News and on leaving that city came to Danville about 
twelve years ago and has since been engaged with the Commercial News. He 
is part owner and is now serving as business manager, much of the success of 
the enterprise being due to his well directed efforts. In business affairs he 
has steadily prospered and is today the owner of several pieces of property 
in Danville and a farm in northern Illinois and also one in 'Florida. 

Mr. Parrett was married in Danville in 19oq to Miss Margaret Comer, a 
-daughter of John Conner. H e  is well known in business and social circles 
and is regarded as one of the leading newspaper men in this section of the 
state. His genial manner, unfailing courtesy and deference for the opinions 
of others have made him prominent and have gained for him the high place 
which he holds in Danville. 

F. 31. HORNOR. 

F. M. Hornor, owning and operating a fine farm of one hundred and thirty- 
five acres in Blount township, has won a gratifying measure of prosperity 
through the careful conduct of his agricultural interests. His birth occurred 
in Blount township, Vermilion county, Illinois, on the 13th of December, 1851, 
his parents being James and Leann (Wiles) Hornor, who were natives of 
Ohie and Indiana respectively. Both came to Illinois at an early day and took 
up  their abode among the pioneer settlers of Blount township, this county. The 
father worked in a flour mill prior to his marriage, which was celebrated in 
1845. Following that important event in his life he purchased and settled on 
a farm of about 9ne hundred and twenty acres, in the operation of which he 
was actively engaged until called to his final rest. At that time he owned two 
hundred acres of rich and productive land, having added a tract of forty acres 
to his original purchase. When he passed away on the 18th of December, 
1871, the community mourned the loss of one of its most respected and sub- 
stantial pioneer residents. His widow remained on the old homestead until 
she, too, was called to the home beyond, her demise occurring on the 24th of 
October, 1907. She had become the mother of five children, namely: Luke 
and Hannah, both of whom are deceased; John; F. M.. of this review; and 
Martha. 

F. M. Hornor was reared under the parental roof and remained at home 
until he was married at the age of thirty-eight years. H e  then began farm- 
ing on some land which he had purchased in association with his brother a 
short time prior to his marriage, cultivating the same for several years, when 
they divided the property. Our subject subsequently bought a farm of one 
hundred and twenty acres in Blount township and has resided thereon con- 
tinuously since, having brought the fields under a high state of cultivation and 
improvement. H e  has thoroughly drained the land and thus greatly enhanced 
its productiveness. Tine place is lacking in none of the accessories and con- 
veniences of a model farm of the twentieth century and in its neat and thrifty 
appearance indicates the supervision of a practical and progressive owner. 
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On the 27th of February, 1889, Mr. Hornor was united in marriage to  
Miss Ruth A. Claypool, a daughter of David and Nancy (Delay) Claypool, 
who were natives of Kentucky and Illinois, respectively. At the time of the 
outbreak of the Civil war David Claypool enlisted for scrvice in the Union 
army as a member of Company B, Twenty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, 
with which command he participated in many hotly contested engagements. 
At the battle of Chickamauga he was wounded and taken prisoner arid for 
seventeen months and seven days was incarcerated in the Andersonville, Libby 
and Florence prisons. On being released he was honorably discharged and a 
few months after his return home wedded Miss Nancy Delay, a native of 
Illinois. H e  was engaged in the cultivation of rented land for many years 
but eventually purchased a tract of fifty-six acres, operating the same until 
the time of his retirement in 1903. His remaining days were spent in Bis- 
marck, where he passed away on the 25th of September, 1903. The demise of 
his wife occurred on the 12th of November, 1896. Their children were seven 
in number, namely: Mary B., Mrs. Hornor, William F., Sarah E., Emma A., 
who died on the 18th of May, 1906; and two who died in infancy. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hornor have been born six children, as follows: Jessie 
C., whose natal day was June 16, 1890, and who has received a business college 
education; Flora B., whose birth occurred March 21, 1893, and who has already 
displayed considerable talent in music; Fanny, who was born November 26, 
1894, and passed away on the 9th of August, 1896; Harry H., who first opened 
his eyes to the light of day on the 19th of March, 1897; one who died in 
infancy; and James D., whose birth occurred October 28, 1899. 

In politics Mr. Hornor is a republican but the honors and emoluments of 
office have never had any attraction for him. Both he and his wife belong 
to the Christian church and take a deep and helpful interest in its work. A 
man of high worth and sterling integrity, he is widely respected and honored 
in the community where his entire life has been spent. 

THE0 REAGAN, M. D. 

Dr. Theo Reagan, a general medical practitioner of Danville, has followed 
his profession in this city for the past five years and1 has been accorded a liberal 
patronage in recognition of his skill and ability. His birth occurred in In- 
diana on the 13th of August, 1865, his parents being E. M. and Lucinda 
(Hardesty) Reagan, who were natives of Indiana and Ohio respectively. The 
father, who was an educator in the Hoosier state for a half century, passed 
away in 1908 when seventy-seven years of age. His wife was called to her 
final rest in 191 at the age of seventy-one years. 

Dr. Theo Reagan obtained his more specifically literary education in the 
public schools of his native state and in 18go took up the study of medicine, 
being graduated from Rush Medical College in 1893. The same year he lo- 
cated for practice a t  State Line, Indiana, which town remained the scene of 
his professional labors until 1go5, when he came to Danville. Since the open- 
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ing of the Adams building in 1906 he has maintained his offices in that structure. 
He belongs to the Vermilion County Medical Society, the Illinois State Med- 
ical Society, and the American Medical Association. Research, investigation 
and experience are constatly broadening his knowledge and promoting his 
ac iency as a practitioner and public endorsement is given him in an ex- 
tensive patronage. 

I n  1891, at Frankfort, Indiana, Dr. Reagan was united in marriage to 
Miss Ella Allen, a native of that state. Fraternally he is a Mason, belong- 
ing to Mound Lodge at State Line, Indiana, and the Lodge of Perfection in 
Danville. He is likewise a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks. Dr. Reagan is appreciative of the social amenities of life and his 
genial qualities have won him many friends but his attention is preeminently 
given to his professional duties. 

PLEASAKT WEST. 

Pleasant West, who has lived retired in Georgetown for the past fifteen 
years, was long prominently and successfully identified with the business in- 
terests of Vermilion county. His birth occurred in Georgetown on the 10th of 
March, 1844, his parents being Owen and Lorener (Douglass) West.   he 
father was born near Hillsboro, Ohio, while the mother was a native of the 
state of Indiana. Their marriage was celebrated at Georgetown in 1837, Owen 
West having come to .this place seven years before. H e  devoted his attention 
to the cultivation and improvement of a tract of two hundred and forty acres 
of land on the present site of Georgetown and successfully carried on his 
agricultural interests until called to his final rest on the 7th of Aiigust, 1855. 
He held the office of county surveyor for sixteen years and was widely recog- 
nized as a substantial and respected citizen. His wife passed away on Decem- 
ber 28, 1864. 

Pleasant West obtained ,his early education in the Georgetown grammar 
school and after returning from the Civil war continued his studies in the 
Danville high school under Professor Spillman. In September, 1861, in response 
to the first call of President Lincoln for three hundred thousand soldiers to 
serve for three years, he joined Company A, Twenty-fifth Illinois Volunteer 
Infantry, and was mustered in at Benton Barracks, St. Louis, Missouri. After 
one year's service as a private he was promoted to the rank of corporal, but 
on account of injuries which he received, the third year of his enlistment was 
largely spent in hospitals. He participated in the battles of Pea Ridge, Ar- 
kansas, Stone River, Tennessee, the siege of Corinth, Mississippi, and numer- 
ous other engagements. At the battle of Chickamauga, 19th of September, 
1863, he was wounded, sustaining such a serious injury that he was placed 
first in a Nashville hospital and subsequently in the Jeffersonville hospital. Later, 
at his request, he was sent to the Quincy, Illinois, hospital and in 1864 was 
honorably discharged at Springfield. He has never fully recovered from his 
wound', however, and it was on account of impaired health that he eventually 
retired from business. 
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His marriage took place November 8, 1866, after he had completed his 
education, and for two years thereafter he gave his attention to the operation 
of the home farm. The land which his father bought for as low a price as thir- 
teen dollars an acre brought from two hundred to two hundred and twenty-five 
dollars an acre when disposed of later, while the property that had been 
improved was sold for two hundred and fifty dollars per acre. In 1868 Mr. 
West of this review traded a portion of his land for a stock of hardware and 
tinware, and conducted an enterprise of that character in association with his 
father-in-law, Jacob Yapp, until 1883. In that year they sold out and em- 
barked in business as dealers in lumber and building material, there being 
an increased demand for those commodities. Mr. West was thus connected 
with commercial interests for twelve years or until 1895, when he sold out 
and since that time has lived practically retired. 

On the 8th of November, 1866, Mr. West was united in marriage to Miss 
Helen A. Yapp, a daughter of Jacob Yapp, one of the oldest settlers in Ver- 
milion county. The ceremony took place at the home of the bride in George- 
town. Unto Mr. and Mrs. West were born two children, a son and daughter. 
Derelle W., whose natal day was August 7, 1867, is the wife of Charles Porter 
Johnson, a native of Vermilion county and now a practicing lawyer of St. 
Louis, Missouri. Roy 0. West, whose birth occurred October 27, 1868, is a 
prominent member of the legal fraternity in Chicago. H e  has been city at- 
torney of Chicago, is now assistant state's attorney and for about nine years 
has been a member of the Board of Reviews of Cook county. 

In politics Mr. West is a republican and his fellow townsmen, recognizing 
his worth and ability, have called him into several positions of public trust. He 
capably served as school treasurer for six sr cight years, also acted as town- 
ship clerk and for several years was a school director. He likewise served 
as a notary public. Fraternally he is a charter member of Nyger Post, G. A. R., 
of Georgetown. In the community where his entire life has been spent he is 
well known and highly esteemed as a prominent and representative citizen, 
and it is therefore with pleasure that we present this record of his career to our 
readers. 

HENRY R. SPICER. 

Henry R. Spicer, who since 1898 has lived practically retired in Georgetown, 
is one of Vermilion county's well known and representative citizens. His birth 
occurred one mile southwest of Georgetown on the 22d of December, 1858, 
his parents being A. F. and Eliza (Martin) Spicer. Rawser Spicer, the pater- 
nal grandfather, was an officer in the war of 1812 and came originally from 
Kentucky. Our subject still has the sword which his grandfather used in that 
conflict. 

A. F. Spicer, the father of H. R. Spicer, was born near Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, and came to Georgetown, Illinois, at the age of eleven years. This 
county was his place of residence throughout the remainder of his life and he 
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devoted his attention to general agricultural pursuits during-his active business 
career, becoming widely recognized as a prosperous and esteemed citizen. At 
the time of his death his farm was divided among his children. H e  had a fam- 
ily of four sons and two daughters, and lived to  attain the ripe old age of eighty- 
iour years. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Eliza Martin, was the second 
girl baby born in Vermilion county, her birth occurring on a farm near George- 
town. At that time the Indians were still numerous in this di.s:S"lct and fre- 
quently visited the little white baby. Wild animals also were p:entiful and on 
more than one occasion the mother of Mrs. Spicer drove wolves away from 
the house with the aid of her dogs. 

In his youthful years Henry R. Spicer attended the district schools near 
Georgetown and subsequently worked on the home farm with his father until 
he had attained his majority. When twenty-one years of age he went to Colo- 
rado and there resided for three years, on the expiration of which period he 
removed to California, living in the latter state for seven years. He next 
spent three years in Washington as a miner and carpenter. On returning to 
Georgetown in 1894 he took up general agricultural pursuits and was busily 
engaged in the work of the fields until 1898. Since that time he has lived re- 
tired save for the supervision which he gives t o  his real-estate interests. 

On the 13th of May, 1895, a t  Kenosha, Wisconsin, Mr. Spicer was united 
in marriage to Miss Kate Graves, of Georgetown. Unto them were born three 
children, one of whom has passed away. 

Politically Mr. Spicer is a stanch advocate of the republican party and 
for about four years he served as town councilman, being elected three times. 
He  is a third degree Mason and also belongs to  the Knights of Pythias and 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, being a worthy exemplar of those or- 
ders. H e  is a deacon of the Christian church and his wife is likewise a de- 
voted member thereof. They are highly esteemed throughout the community 
in which they reside, having ever displayed those sterling traits of character 
which in every land and clime awaken confidence and regard. 

F. A. BAUMGART, M. D. 

Dr. F. A. Baumgart, who in the six years of his connection with the medi- 
cal profession of Danville has made steady and creditable progress, establish- 
ing himself in an enviable position in the regard of the public by reason of 
his personal worth as well as his skill and ability in his chosen calling, was 
born January 27, 1874, in the city which is still his home. His father, Tillmann 
Baumgart, was a native of Germany and, coming to America, resided in La- 
fayette, Indiana, during the period of the Civil war. He removed tg Danville 
in the late '60s and began merchandising here. He  was thus identified with 
business interests in the city for a considerable period but is now living re- 
tired, enjoying rest which he has surely earned and richly deserves. He  mar- 
ried Philipina Theurer, also a native of Germany, and they became parents of 
nine children, eight of whom were born in Danville. 
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Dr. Baumgart began his education in the parochial schools of this city and 
afterward attended the high school, from which he was in due time graduated. 
He entered business life in connection with the drug trade and for eleven years 
was associated with Louis F. Steube. He then took up the study of medicine 
and was graduated from the College of Physicians & Surgeons in Chicago with 
the class of 1904. He had already become widely known in his native city 
through his business connection and was not long in establishing himself in the 
public regard as a medical practitioner. During the six years in which he has 
engaged in practice he has made rapid progress and he keeps in close touch 
with the onward march of the profession through his membership in the county, 
state and national medical societies and the Aesculapian Society of the Wabash 
Valley. H e  reads broadly and thinks deeply, and the results of his investigation 
and research are seen in the excellent service which he renders his patrons. 

In 1905 Dr. Baumgart was united in marriage to Miss Anna Hoehen, a 
native of Nebraska, and to them has been born a daughter, Frances Louise, 
whose natal day was June 15, 1908. The Doctor is well known in military cir- 
cles as a member of the Illinois National Guard, which he joined on the 4th 
of January, 1894, as a private of Battery A. He served as second lieutenant 
of the battery in 1898, during the Spanish American war, and in 1905 was 
elected captain of Company I of the Fifth Infantry. In  November, 1909, he 
was elected major of the Fifth Infantry and has thus been promoted from 
grade to grade during his connection with the military organization of the state. 
His long residence in Danville has brought him a wide acquaintance and his 
sterling personal qualities have gained him popularity and high regard. His 
skill and ability is winning for him success, and he has reason to feel that his 
lines have been cast in pleasant places. A laudable ambition, however, will 
prompt him to put forth further effort, and undoubtedly his entire life will be 
marked by continuous progress. 

JOHN W. GOODWINE. 

John W. Goodwine, now deceased, will be remembered as one of the lead- 
ing farmers of Vermilion county who, starting in life without capital or personal 
influence, won his way without assistance from others to a postion as one og 
the prominent landowners of the county. He was a man of great determination, 
clear perception and a g o d  judge of human nature, possessing also the rare 
faculty of determining values almost instinctively. In him the constructive facul- 
ties were largely developed and as a business manager it is doubtful whether 
he has had his superior in Vermilion county. Such men do not need capital 
as a necessity in starting their career, for they possess within them the power 
to attract anything they may desire. They are the geniuses of the business 
world, the natural leaders, and it would be difficult to imagine any condition 
from which they would not rise. 

Mr. Goodwine was born in Bartholomew, Indiana, and early in his career 
came to Vermilion county, locating in Blount township and later in Pilot town- 
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ship. After many years of successful identification with farming interests, he 
retired to Potomac in 18gg and on July 29, I@, was called from earthly cares. 
During his active career he accumulated in Blount and Pilot townships six thou- 
sand eight hundred acres of land and became widely known as one of the most 
successful farmers in this section of the state. 

In 1845 Mr. Goodwine was united in marriage to Miss Jane Charlton, and 
five children were born of the union: Marion, who was born August 26, 1846, 
and is now living upon a farm in Middlefork township; John, who was born 
December 21, 1848. and is a farmer of this county and a bank president; James, 
who was born May 19, 1851. and is a farmer of La Crede, hiissouri; Mary Jane, 
whose was borr, December IT, 1853, 2 ~ d  died January 30, 1892; Fremont, who 
was born December 16. 1858. and died December I. 1862. On July 26, I S ~ I ,  
Mrs. Goodwine departed this life and on the 23d of July, 1872, Mr. Goodwinc 
again married, the lady of his choice being l lrs.  -4rminda (Sperry) Dare. a 
native of Blount toivnship, born December 24, 184.2. She is a daughter of 
Erastus and Ruth (Reese) Sperrj-, the former of whom was a native of Ohio 
and came to Vermilion county with his parents, who settled in Blount town- 
ship. Mr. Sperry was a man of fine intellectual faculties and 111iilsual promise, 
but he was called frcm his family and friends at the early age of thirty-two 
years, May 14, 1852. Mrs. Sperry was a native of Indiana and was married 
to Miss Sperry in 1840. She was the mother of five children, three of whom 
are now living: Wallace, a merchant of Ibfuncie. Illinois ; Arrninda, now Mrs. 
Goodwine; and Amanda, the wife of Samuel B. Deamude, of Potomac, this 
county, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this volume. In his wife Mr. 
Goodwine found a worthy helpmate who at  all times has proven a blessing to 
the household and in an important degree, by her counsel and wise manage- 
ment, has forwarded the best interests of the family. 

Mrs. Arminda Goodwine was first married in 1859 to Henry Dare, who was 
a native of England and came to this country with his parents when he was 
seven years of age. He  was reared near Chicago and learned the trade of 
wagon-making, but at the time of the Civil war enlisted in Company I, One Hun- 
dred and Twenty-fifth Illinois lTolunteer Infantry, and served as regimental 
wagon-master. H e  came home at the close of the war and died in 1867 from 
disease contracted in the service of his country. As a result of the second 
marriage of Mrs. Goodwine four children were born : Martha, born September 
6, 1873, non- the wife of Edward Ju~enal l ,  of 1-ermilion county; Helen. born 
October 16, 1874. the wife of Demarcus Juvenall. of Potomac; Dora, who was 
born March 3, 1877. and died December 12, 1598; Grant IV.. who was born 
August 7, 1879, and is now living in Potomac. hlrs. Goodwine and her son 
Grant are together the owners of nine hundred acres of land in this county, 
upon which is one of the finest country residences in this region. She has for - 
many years been recognized as a leader in the community and is a woman of 
unusual intelligence and public-spirit. She has a host of warm friends in the 
county where she has spent her life and where she has always willingly con- 
tributed toward every cause that had for its object the permanent welfare of the 
community . 
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Mr. Goodwine was a man of broad views and a firm believer in the final 
salvation of the entire human race, hence he was a prominent member of the 
Universalist church, accepting its principles of brotherhood as one of the funda- 
mental beliefs of his life and upon these principles were his actions founded. 
He was a republican in politics, believing the platform of that party more nearly 
in accord with the principles of popular government than those of any other 
party. Mr. Goodwine was greatly respected by his friends and associates and 
being a man who never betrayed a trust, he expected others to adhere conscien- 
tiously to their obligations. He was one of the pioneer farmers of Vermilion 
county, but he could see farther than most of his associates and his wider grasp 
of business affairs and greater mental endowments gave him advantages which 
the ordinary man does not possess. Had he been born in the latter half of the 
nineteenth century, he would have been known as one of the great captains of 
industry. Having been born earlier, he became a farmer, the like of which is 
not often seen in this or any other country. He always had great faith in him- 
self and it has often been pointed out that the difference between men is faith 
in themselves. This is constantly being exemplified and is the universal lesson 
of biography. The leaders in every department are self-reliant men and fear 
not to make a decision and to stick to it. Self-confidence is half the battle; 
the other half is cool judgment and good staying qualities. This combination 
marks the successful man and to this class belongs John W. Goodwine. 

WILLIAM L. RUNYAN. 

Of that class of citizens upon which Danville's security is founded is Will- 
iam L. Runyan, who for the past ten years has been successfully engaged in 
the real-estate and insurance business here. A native of southern Indiana, he was 
born at Charlestown, September 26, 1854, and on the paternal side is of Eng- 
lish and Irish descent, while his maternal ancestors were of German origin. 
The family has ever been a patriotic and loyal one and he had three uncles who 
fought for the preservation of the Union during the Civil war. 

His father, James C. Runyan, was born at Steubenville, Ohio, but during 
his boyhood removed to Indiana with his father Isaac Runyan. Both were 
mechanics by occupation and the former was married in the Hoosier state to 
Miss Harriet Coons, a native of Indiana, and there he continued to  reside 
throughout the remainder of his life. In their family were ten children, of 
whom our subject is the eldest, and all are still living except Edgar, who was 
accidentally shot in June, 1909. The youngest is now thirty-five years of age. 
Besides William L., his brother, D. H. Runyan, also lives in Danville. 

The educational advantages of William L. Runyan were very meager, but 
he attended the country schools of Indiana to a limited extent. At an early 
age, however, he commenced work and has since provided for his own support, 
thus leaving him little time to attend school. However, he devoted much of 
his leisure time to study, his evenings and Sundays being spent in this way, and 
he became very proficient in bookkeeping. Throughout life he has ever been 
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a and a close observer of men and events, so that today he is one of 
the best posted men of the community. At  the age of thirteen years he went 
to Douglas county, Illinois, where he worked on a farm for four years. He 
was next employed as clerk and bookkeeper in a general store at Oakland, Illi- 
nois, and in 1881 came to Danville, accepting a position as bookkeeper in the 
office of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad. He was next employed as  sec- 
retary and paymaster of the Kellyville Coal Company for  five years and at the 
end of that time was appointed special examiner for the Illinois insurance de- 
partment under Governor Tanner, holding that responsible position for four 
years. For the past ten years, however, he has been engaged in the real-estate 
business in Danville and has also represented, fire, accident and life insurance 
companies. Success has attended his efforts along this line and he has written 
a large amount of insurance of all kinds. 

On the 2d of December, 1875, at  Hindsboro, Illinois, Mr. Runyan was 
united in marriage to Miss Josephine Sears, also a native of Indiana, who dur- 
ing her childhood accompanied her parents, Enoch and Margaret Sears, on 
their removal to this state. This union has been blessed by two children, 
namely: Charles F., now an attorney of Muskogee, Oklahoma; and Daisy, 
now the wife of J. E. Leaverton, an attorney of Grand Junction, Colorado. 

Mr. Runyan affiliates with several fraternal organizations, including the 
Knights of Pythias, and has taken a very active and influential part in pub- 
lic affairs. Although never an office-seeker, he has been called upon to  fill 
several prominent positions and on the republican ticket was elected alderman, 
serving as a member of the city council in 1890 and 1891. In 1896 he was 
chosen mayor of Danville and never were the reins of city government in more 
capable hands. During the two years that he filled that office the city building 
was erected without the issuing of bonds and he succeeded in having many use- 
ful and valuable improvements made that have materially promoted the inter- 
ests of the city. H e  is a man of more than ordinary ability and the position 
he occupies in business, political and social circles is due entirely to his own un- 
aided efforts, for he started out in life for himself at at  early age and has since 
been dependent entirely upon his own resources for advancement. 

R. C. PARKS. 

R. C. Parks, a wide-awake and energetic young business man of Danville, 
was born in this city on the 25th of September, 1876. His father, Thomas S. 
Parks, is a native of Marysville, Ohio, his birth occurring August 23, 1815. 
I t  was in 1570 that he came to Danville and become identified with its business 
interests as cashier of the Second National Bank, in which capacity he served 
of a number of years. In 1888, however, he removed to Washington, D. C., 
where he was connected with the treasury department for  some years and later 
with the war department. H e  was married in Danville, May 5, 1875, to Miss 
Clara Carnahan, a native of Indiana, who came to this city during her girl- 
hood with her parents, her father being General R. H. Carnahan, who held 
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the rank of brigadier general during the Civil war. There were two children 
born of this union: R. C., of this review; and Margaretta. 

R. C. Parks began his education in the public schools of Danville and 
after the removal of the family to Washington, D. C., attended the high school 
there. In 1893 he returned to Danville and entered the employ of the Ike Stern 
Clothing Company, remaining with that concern for ten years. He  was next 
connected with W. RI. Bridgett in the loan business and since ~ g q  has been 
engaged in the same line on his own account, dealing in farm mortgages and 
securities. and in connection with J. G. Supple is operating the South Oakwood 
Coal Company. of which he is secretary and treasurer. He also operates the 
Illinois Cigar Stores Company and is regarded as one of the most progressive, 
industrious and energetic young business men of the city. Since age conferred 
upon him the right of franchise he has given stalwart support {to the republi- 
can party. Social and genial by nature, he is very popular both in business and 
social circles. 

HERMAS COOK. 

Hermas Cook. whose demise occurred in Georgetown on the 9th of Feb- 
ruary, 1910. spent his entire life at that place and was widely recogni~ed as a 
most substantial and respected citizen. He took a prominent part in public af- 
fairs and was serving as justice of the peace at the time of his death, having 
held that office for about twelve years. His birth occurred on the aIst of April, 
1860, his father being Thomas E. Cook, one of the oldest settlers of Vermilion 
county and now a resident of Georgetown. 

On the 31st of August, 1882, at Georgetown, Mr. Cook was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Louisa J. Haworth, who was born at that place on the 6th of No- 
vember, 1860. her parents being Benjamin and Rebecca A. (Cotton) Haworth. 
natives of Wayne county, Indiana. The father's natal day was April 11, 
182F, while the mother's birth occurred on the 30th of September, 1830. Their 
marriage took place at  Centerville. Indiana, on the 25th of December, 1849. 
In 1850 Benjamin Haworth came to Georgeto~vn, Illinois, and here carried on 
farming and stock-raising continuously and successfully until February. 1910. 
since which time he has lived retired in Indiana. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Cook lvere born sis chiltlretl, the record of ~ h o m  i.; 
as follows: Horace O., whose natal day was June 4. ISBA, is now employed 
in the Cook implement and harness store at  Georgetown. He  married Emily 
A. Butler and has one child, Wright B. H e  succeeded his father to the office 
of justice of the peace and also acts as city clerk and notary public. Herbert 
T., who was born December 15. 1886. is now a veterinary surgeon cf Macon, 
Illinois. Rlissell B., whose birth occurred October 31. 1889. follo~vs the pro- 
fession of school teaching. Ruth E.. born July IS, 1892, is a graduate of the 
Georgetown high school. Rachel G., who first opened her eyes to the light of 
day on the zrst  of October, 1894, is a student of the Georgetown high school, 
Rhoda P., who was born October 31. 1898, attends the Georgdtown grammar 
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The different members of the family all belong to the Friends church 
at Georgetown. 

For thirty years Mr. Cook was engaged in the harness and implement busi- 
ness at Georgetown. In his political views he was a republican and for about 
twelve years he capably served as justice of the peace, holding that office at the 
time of his death. H e  also served as a member of the board of education in 
Georgetown for six or seven years. His upright and honorable life won him the 
respect and esteem of those with whom he came in contact and his demise was 
sincerely mourned by all who knew him. 

COLONEL MARTIN J. BXRGER. 

The name of Colonel Martin J. Barger is well known as that of one who 
has figured prominently in public affairs and is now governor of the Soldiers 
Home at Danville. X native of Vermilion county. he was born in Newel1 
township on the 11th of February, 1846, his parents being William J. and 
Elizabeth (Rudy) Barger. The father died n-hen he was quite young and 
his mother subsequently remarried, after which he left home and apprenticed 
himself to the shoemaker's trade which he learned. 

Although only sixteen years of age it was his desire to enter the service 
soon after )the opening of the Civil war, but he was quite small and delicate, 
of girlish appearance. At that time the physique of a volunteer mas closely 
scrutinized as the supply of men was greater than the demand. But he re- 
solved to enter the service if possible and applied to Captain Thomas McKib- 
ben, who was then recruiting Company B of the Twenty-fifth Illinois l'olun- 
teer Infantry at Danville. The captain, however, laughed him to scorn and 
told him that he did not want boys but men to fight, at the same time pointing 
to some stalwart specimens who were standing by. This, however, did not, 
affect Mr. Barger's military ardor and in the early spring of 1862, when some 
of the Davison and Myers boys of the same regiment were home on a furlough, 
he determined to enter the service if possible. llvhen his friends again started 
to the front he went with them and on reaching Danville applied to be mus- 
tered into the service in the hope of saving transportation expenses. Failing 
in this, he went to Springfield, but was again rejected. He then proceeded 
with his companions to St. Louis but there met the same fate and also at Rolla, 
Missouri. This point was the end of railroad travel, but a squad of conva- 
lescents were forming there to move forward to join their commands and Mr. 
Barger stated his case to the commanding officer, requesting permission to join 
them and to be furnished rations. lVhen they reached Springfield, Missouri, 
he renewed his effort with the same result but continued with the squad to 
Forsythe, Missouri, where he joined the Twenty-fifth Illinois Regiment. H e  
was dressed in civilian's clothing and before he found the command he was 
arrested and taken before Siegel's provost marshal but on explaining himself 
was released. H e  next made application to Captain Wall of Company B but 
was told that it was no use as he would die in a few days. By this time he 
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hardly knew what to do but finally decided to follow the army and be a sol- 
dier, if for nothing else than to triumph over all opposers. He was furnished 
arms, equipment and an outfit of clothing. About a week later the army 
started for Batesville, Arkansas, and the first day he kept up with his regiment 
but the second day did not get into camp with his command and on the third 
day did not arrive until late a t  night, while the fourth day he entirely lost 
sight of the army. Having some money, he purchased his meals along the 
route, camping out at night and moving forward every day. Wayworn, weary 
and almost fainting from fatigue, at length he came into camp at Batesville 
about a11 hour after the command had arrived, not having been seen for nearly 
a week, and was supposed to have been either captured or dead. The cheers 
of the boys arose to greet him and signalize his triumph. After that he kept 
abreast of the best among them. The army next moved to Cape Girardeau 
where, after a time, it was paid off and the captain asked him if he wanted 

pay. "If you think I will make a soldier," was the answer. "Oh, you'll do," 
replied the captain. Taking the cash and having signed the pay roll, he was 
legally a soldier, his hopes were realized and his triumph complete. Old sol- 
diers know the meaning of "sand" and "grit" but few have seen a better ex- 
hibition of it. He was in hiIississippi during the summer of 1862 and marched 
to Louisville under General Buell and was present at the battle of Perryville 
but did not engage. However, he took part in the battles of Stone River and 
Chickamauga, being wounded and taken prisoner at the latter place. At the 
end of ten days, however, he was released on parole and was not in active 
service until the following summer while on the Atlanta campaign. He re- 
mained with his regiment until exchanged but not doing duty. He fought 
his last battle at Jonesboro and was present at the subsequent battles of Frank- 
lin and Nashville. The term of service of his regiment having expired, the 
recruits were mustered out with the rest a t  General Stanley's headquarters and 
he was discharged in March, 1865. His wounds had incapacitated him for hard 
labor. 

Returning to Illinois, Colonel Barger has since devoted much of his time 
to agricultural pursuits. He was married on the 19th of April, 1868, to Miss 
Mary A. Steward, who died August 16, 1870, leaving one son, Walter L. R., 
and on the 25th of September, 1873, the Colonel was united in marriage 
with Miss Margaret W. Richie, who passed away March 30, 1881. The chil- 
dren born of this union were: Anna M., Samuel B. and John W. For his 
third wife Colonel Barger married Miss Laura Belle Leonard of Blount town- 
ship, Vermilion county, and of this union one daughter was born, Helen B., 
who is now a student in, the University of Chicago, class of 1911. His son 
Walter is engaged in the insurance business, while Samuel is now a furniture 
manufacturer in Murphy, North Carolina; John is engaged in the furniture 
business in Danville; and Anna M. is the wife of Robert Martin, an expert 
accountant, residing in Chicago. 

Colonel Barger is a practical and successful farmer and is today the owner 
of three fine farms in southern Illinois, which he has developed from the for- 
est. In politics he is an uncompromising republican and has always taken a 
very prominent and influential part in public affairs. In 1888 he was elected 
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circuit clerk and recorder of Vermilion county and so acceptably did he fill 
that office that he was reelected for four successive terms of four years each. 
In  1901, however, he resigned that position to accept the appointment of treas- 
urer of the Soldiers Home in Danville. In  July, IW., he was made governor 
of that institution and never have its affairs been more capably managed, for 
he is a man of good business and executive ability, energetic and progressive, 
and takes an active interest in his old army comrades. The present member- 
ship of the home is three thousand and sixty-six, including those absent on 
furloughs, etc. The officers of the institution are: Mar-tin J. Barger, govern- 
or ;  Walter L. Kelley, treasurer; D. C. Jones, surgeon; E. V7. Eldridge, quar- 
termaster; John W. Newlon, commissary of subsistance; T. A. Parker, Prot- 
estant chaplain; and Thomas H.  Kinsella, Catholic chaplain. The colonel is 
a Methodist in his religious faith, holding some views similar to those of the 
Society of Friends. He  is a man who has faithfully discharged every duty 
imposed upon him, has met fully the obligations and responsibilities of life, 
and has won for  himself an honorable position in business, social and politi- 
cal circles. 

W. j. WEBB, M. D. 

Dr. W. J. Webb, who is now successfully engaged in the practice of his 
chosen profession in Danville, is one of Illinois' native sons, his birth occur- 
ring in Bureau county on the 13th of July, 1859. His father, John J. Webb, 
was born in Pennsylvania and was a young man on his removal from that 
state to Bureau county, Illinois, where he engaged in farming throughout the 
remainder of his life, passing away in 1887 at the age of sixty-four years. I n  
early manhood he married Miss Catherine C. Nagle, also a native of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

During the boyhood of our subject the family removed to Iroquois county, 
Illinois, where he pursued his education in the public schools and later engaged 
in teaching in that county for six years. In 1881 he commenced the study of 
medicine and three years later was graduated from the Columbus Medical Col- 
lege at Columbus, Ohio, after which he was engaged in practice in Martinton, 
Iroquois county, for eighteen years. In 19 he turned his attention to oste- 
opathy and was graduated from the school at  Kirksville, Missouri, the folbw- 
ing year. He commenced the practice of his profession at Cairo, Illinois, 
where he remained until coming to Danville in April, 1906. Here he has since 
practiced both osteopathy and the regular school of medicine and during his 
short residence here has met with most excellent success, having already built 
up a good practice. 

On the 4th of March. 1887, in Iroquois county, Dr. Webb was united in 
marriage to Miss Emily Trieschel, a native of Germany, and to them have been 
born three children, namely: Glendora, Hilda and Pearl. He  and his wife 
hold membership in the First Church of Christ and have aIready made many 
warm friends since coming to Danville. H e  is also prominently identified with 
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the Masonic fraternity. belonging to the blue lodge at Martinton and the chap- 
ter, council and commandery at  Watseka, Iroquois county. H e  affiliates with 
other social and fraternal orders, including the Benevolent and Protective Or- 
der of Elks, and is a man who commands the confidence and high regard of 
all with whom he has been brought in contact either in social or business life. 

WATTS FINLEY. 

-4 man loyal in friendship, faithful in citizenship and honorable in all busi- 
ness relations passed away when Watts Finley was called to his final home 
on the 25th of November, 1907. H e  was then seventy-four years of age and 
practically his entire life had been passed in Vermilion county, so that he was 
among its oldest residents, having been a witness of its growth and develop- 
ment through more than the Psalmist's allotted span of life of three score 
years and ten. He  saw the broad prairies claimed and converted into productive 
farms, he saw the founding of towns and the building of cities, and witnessed 
the growth of the county as it became settled by a prosperous and contented 
people. In  all the work of progress he was an active participant and his well 
spent life, which would bear the closest investigation and scrutiny, gained him 
the unqualified respect and honor of his fellowmen. 

His birth occurred in the neighboring state of Indiana on the 4th of Novem- 
ber, 1833, the place of his nativity being near Lawrenceburg in Ripley county. 
His parents, David and Nancy (Miller) Finley, were natives of Kentucky and 
Pennsylvania respectively. For some years they made their home near the 
Miami river in Indiana and in 1834 took up their abode on what is now the 
site of Catlin in Vermilion county. Only two years before the Black Hawk 
war had occurred and there were still many evidences of Indian occupancy in 
this part of the state. Deer were still seen in considerable numbers and all 
kinds of wild game was to be had in abundance. There were no railroads and 
remote from the older centers of civilization the pioneers of Vermilion county 
bore many harships and privations such as are common upon the frontier. How- 
ever, the parents of Mr. Finley took active-part in the early development and 
upbuilding of the county, the father continuing a factor in agricultural progress 
here until his death, which occurred in 1853, when he was seventy-three years 
of age. His wife died at the age of sixty-six years, there being only three 
days difference in the time of their deaths, which occurred in the month of 
August. 

Watts Finley was the youngest of a family of seventeen children, including 
two pairs of twins. All have now passed from this life but for many years 
representatives of the name bore an active and helpful part in the work of 
general improvement in Vermilion county. H e  was but six months old when 
the family took up their abode on a tract of land south of Danville and there 
he continued to assist in the operation of the old home farm until the death of 
his parents. In  the little log schoolhouse he began his education and later pur- 
sued his studies in a frame building that was used both for church and school 
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purposes. Only the winter months were given to school work, for in the spring 
it was necessary that he assist in the work of the farm, his labors in the fields 
continuing through the seasons of plowing, planting and harvesting. In the 
spring of 1855 in company with his brother, Miller T. Finley. and his sister 
Nancy, afterward the wife of Captain Fraser, he removed to a farm upon which 
he lived with his brother for four years. The same spring he purchased a tract 
of land in Grant township of two hundred and forty acres and took up his abode 
thereon at  the time of his marriage. 

I t  was on the 17th of April, 1859, that he wedded Miss Margaret P. Davis, 
who was born April 16, 1834, in Ohio, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Amaziah 
Davis. who were pioneer residents of this county, where the mother reached 
the very advanced age of ninety-one years. Mr. and Mrs. Finley at the time of 
their marriage established their home upon the Grant township farm although 
at that time it was an unimproved property. I t  was necessary that he break the 
sod before crops could be put in and he performed all the arduous work of 
developing new Iand. The evidences of his labor. however, were soon seen 
in the highly cultivated fields which brought forth good harvests. His wife 
proved a faithful and capable assistant and helpmate to him and they traveled 
life's journey happily together for a number of years but at length Mrs. Finley 
suffered from mental disease and during the last five years of her life was in 
a hospital a t  Kankakoe, where she passed away early in 1 % ~ .  They had three 
children, of whoin Mary and Charles are yet living. The former is the wife of 
A. M. Honeywell, of Hoopeston, and her children are Elbert, Helen, Margaret 
and Marie. Charles R. Finley wedded Addie Reece and his children are Marion, 
Margaret and Watts. Charles R. Finley is now engaged in the operation of 
the home farm. On  the 3d of November, 1895, Mr. Finley was again married, 
his second union being with Leah M. Hamilton, a daughter of Andrew and 
Susan (Summers) Hamilton, whose parents were natives of Adams county, 
Ohio, whence they removed to Indiana, where her father followed farming. 
Both are now deceased. 

Mr. Finley was for many years closely associated with the agricultural de- 
velopment of Vermilion county, carrying on general farming and stock-raising. 
The years brought him prosperity as the reward of his close application and 
honorable labor, and as his financial resources increased he invested in land un- 
til his holdings embraced seven hundred and forty acres on sections 24 ana  
25, Grant township. At  length he retired from active business life and in 1892 
established his home at  Fairbury, Livingston county, Illinois, but after four 
years removed to Hoopeston, where his remaining days were passed. 

A contemporary biographer said of him ere his death: "In his business af- 
- fairs he has been very successful and all that he possesses is the reward of his 

own enterprise and labor. He certainly deserves great credit for what he has 
accomplished and his life should serve as a source of inspiration and encourage- 
ment to others. I n  politics he has always been a republican, interested in the 
success of the party but has never been an office seeker. Both of his wives were 
members of the Methodist church and he has been a liberal contributor to church 
work and to other interests which he believes will prove of value to the corn- 
munity. Mr. Finley is one of the oldest residents of this section of Illinois. 
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Continuously connected with its development and improvement, he has watched 
its progress from pioneer times and has taken an active and helpful interest in 
much that has pertained to the general good and to the substantial upbuilding of 
Vermilion county." 

In his political views Mr. Finley was a republican and was recognized as 
a public-spirited citizen, whose cooperation could be counted upon to further 
the movements which he deemed essential to the public welfare. He loved 
music, enjoyed the companionship of his friends, was of a social disposition 
and delighted in extending the hospitality of his home to his associates. He 
lived to see remarkable changes here. The old haunts of the deer became the 
feeding ground of domestic animals, while game was replaced by the farm yard 
fowls and the wild prairie grasses gave way before waving fields of grain. For 
many years he was closely associated with the active work of development and 
remained throughout his life an esteemed and loved resident of Vermilion county. 

I. G. Guymon, an enterprising and prosperous agriculturist of Catlin town- 
ship, owns and operates a rich and productive tract of land comprising one 
hundred and eighty-eight acres. He is numbered among the worthy native sons 
of Vermilion county, his birth having occurred in Catlin township on the 24th 
of October, 1853. His parents, Gaylon and Mary J. (Sandusky) Guymon, 
were natives of Ohio and Vermilion county, Illinois, respectively. At an early 
day the father came to Illinois and took up his abode on a farm in this county 
but he was not long permitted to enjoy his new home, passing away in 1854. 
The mother still survives, however, and makes her home in Danville, where she 
has an extensive circle of friends. 

I. G. Guymon attended the common schools in the acquirement of an edu- 
cation and remained at home until he was married at the age of thirty-four 
years. He  then purchased a farm in Catlin township and has been engaged in 
its operation continuously since, now owning one hunclred and eighty-eight 
acres of valuable land. His farm work is carried on in a manner that brings 
the best results and he has long been numbered among the substantial and repre- 
sentative citizens of the community. 

As a companion and helpmate on the journey of life Mr. Guymon chose Miss 
Ada B. Lemon, a daughter of William and Mary (Shetterly) Lemon, who were 
natives of Ohio and Indiana respectively. The father passed away in Indiana, 
and in 1880 the mother came to Illinois, her demise here occurring in 1903. 
Unto them were born three children, of whom Mrs. Guymon is the only sur- 
vivor. Our subject and his wife have one child, Derral R., whose natal day 
was January I, 1896. 

Mr. Guymm is a stanch democrat in politics but has never sought nor de- 
sired office as a reward for his party fealty. Fraternally he is identified with 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, belonging to Lodge No. 538 at Cat- 
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lin, in which he has fllled all of the chairs. Both he and his wife belong to the 
Presbyterian church and take a deep and helpful interest in its work. Mr. 
Guyrnon is widely and favorably known throughout the county in which his 
entire life has been spent, the circle of his friends .being almost coextensive 
with the circle of his acquantainces. 

FRANK L. HILL. 

Frank L. Hill, well known as one of the leading business men of Danville, 
where for several years he has been connected with the lumber interests, was 
born on the 11th of September, 1860, in Edgar county, Illinois, his parents 
being Jacob L. and Sarah Jane (Sewkirk) Hill, both natives of Washington 
county, Pennsylvania. The father, who was born September 19, 1823, came 
to Illinois in 1858 with a number of relatives and settled in Edgar county, mak- 
ing his home there until the spring of 1866, which witnessed his arrival in 
Danville. On coming to this city he purchased the old parsonage of the First 
Methodist Episcopal church, then known as the North Street church, which 
stood opposite the Aetna House. He afterward moved this house to  Logan 
avenue, where he lived for several years, but in 1870 located at what became 
the family residence on Franklin street. Having learned the carpenter's trade, 
he became a successful builder and contractor and was a man of great vigor 
and energy. In  1880 he gave up contracting and turned his attention tcr the 
jewelry business, buying out S. N. Monroe. H e  continued to carry on this store 
until his death in 1893. He  was a man of many admirable characteristics and 
was held in high esteem by all who knew him. In his family were two sons and 
three daughters, namely: Clarissa J., Mrs. Laura A. Patterson, John P., Frank 
L. and Mrs. Ora Cowan. 

Frank L. Hill began his education as a member of the infant class of the 
Kimber church and later attended the public schools of Danville, completing his 
education in the high school. He began his business career as an employe of 
A. L. Webster, a hardware dealer, with whom he remained for a few months, 
and when that gentleman sold out to the firm of Giddings & Patterson he con- 
tinued in their employ for nine years. In  1887 he entered the service of the 
G. W. Hooten Lumber Company and after a short time he and J. T. McMillan 
bought out Mr. Hooten, conducting the business until 1893, when Mr. Hooten 
again came into possession of the business. After selling out Mr. Hill engaged 
in the commission business for one year and then went to Cairo, where he and 
Mr. McMillan established the Cairo Planing Mill Company, but a year later 
his plant was destroyed by fire and he returned to Danville, buying an interest 
in the lumber business of Mr. Hooten. At the end of two years, however, he 
disposed of that and in partnership with J. T. McMillan conducted a lumber- 
yard at the corner of North and Hazel streets. In  1 9 4  he purchased his part- 
ner's interest and three years later removed to his present location on Walnut 
street, near the Big Four Railroad. During his long connection with the lumber 
trade he has become thoroughly familiar with every department of the business 
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and has met with most excellent success, being now regarded as one of the sub- 
stantial as well as one of the most progressive and reliable business men of Dan- 
ville. 

In  1884 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Hill and Miss Jennie E. Brooks, 
who was born in Albany, New York, of English parentage, .and they have two 
children, Janette B. and Frank Russell. Mr. Hill affiliates with the Knights of 
Pythias and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and stands high in 
both business and social circles. 

JOHN C. LESLEY. 

John C. Lesley, president of the Danville Commission Company, which is 
today the largest concern of the kind in the city, has spent almost his entir-e 
life here, his birth occurring in Danville on the zd of April, 1860. The family 
was founded in Vermilion county at an early day in its history and its represen- 
tatives have taken quite a prominent and influential part in business and politi- 
cal affairs. His paternal grandfather, Milton Lesley, served as sheriff of the 
county for a great many years and also held other offices of honor and trust. 
In  the paternal line he is of Scotch descent, while his maternal ancestors were 
from Wales. His father, John 31. Lesley, was a life-long resident of Danville, 
born here, November 5 ,  1832, and died in October, 1862, at the early age of 
thirty years. H e  was a lawyer by profession and was also a newspaper writer 
of note. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Elizabeth R. Davis, was born 
in Ohio on the 25th of November, 1836, and long survived him, passing away 
in 1908. 

John C. Lesley was the only child born of this union and as he passed his 
boyhood in Danville, he is indebted to its public and high schools for the edu- 
cational advantages he enjoyed. Being in limited circumstances, however, he 
was obliged to commence working at an early age and in this way earned the 
necessary funds with which to pay his own expenses while pursuing his edu- 
cation. Having saved some money, he purchased a news stand at No. 34 North 
Vermilion street, after leaving school and conducted it for a period of two 
years, after which he went to New Mexico. In 1853. however, he returned to 
Danville and became connected with the ccmmission business, being in the 
employ of Admiral & Carnahan until they disposed of their establishment, 
after which he worked for various firms, including the Feldkamp Candy Com- 
pany, in whose employ he remained for twenty-three years. On the 30th of 
September, 1907, he became one of the incorporators of Danville Commission 
Company, of which George W. Bredehoft was president and our subject secre- 
tary! and treasurer. Six months later, however, Mr. Lesley purchased his 
partner's interest and has since been alone in business, his store being at Nos. 
312-314 East North street. Success has attended this enterprise from the 
start, and he is now in control of the largest commission establishment in the 
city. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 59 

Mr. Lesley was married in 1886 to Miss Sadie E. Hulce, a daughter of 
Martin and Ellen Hulce, both of whom are now deceased. I n  1874 her par- 
ents became residents of Danville and here her father was prominently identi- 
fied with the business interests of the city for many years, being engaged in 
the implement trade and president of the Danville Buggy Company. The chil- 
dren born to Mr. and Mrs. Lesley are as follo\vs: Eva;  Lois, who died when 
two years old ; Edwin; and Josephine. 

During his younger years Mr. Lesley was a member of Battery A, Dan- 
ville National Guards for eight years, ana although a republican in poIitics he 
has never sought office. his time and attention being wholly occupied by his 
business interests. He  is a prominent member of the Benevolent and Protec- 
tive Order of Elks and the Knights of Pythias. having filled all of the chairs 
in the latter order. H e  also belongs to the Industrial Club. while his wife is 
a member of the Presbyterian church. At an early age he became dependent 
upon his own efforts for a livelihood. and the prosperity that has come to him 
is but the just reward of his own industry, perseverance and capable manage- 
ment. Success has attended his well directed efforts until he now- occupies an 
enviable position in the business circles of Danville. 

J. \bT. TURNER. 

J. JV. Turner, engaged in business as an undertaker of Danville, was born 
in Monroe county, Indiana, on the 27th of July, 1856, his parents being Will- 
iam H. and Margaret (Hight) Turner, who were natives of Kentucky and 
Monroe county, Indiana, respectively. The father removed to Indiana in early 
manhood and made his home in that state until 1877. when he came to Ridge 
Farm, Vermilion county, Illinois, where he spent the remainder of his life, 
passing away in 1899 at the age of eighty-one years. General agricultural pur- 
suits claimed his attention throughout his active business career and he was 
widely recognized as an upright, respected and substantial citizen. His wife was 
called to her final rest in 1885, when sisty-five years of age. 

J. PV. Turner obtained his education in the public schools of Bloomington, 
Indiana, and after~vard gave his attention to the tilling of the soil, working 
on a farm in Ridge Farm until 1854. In that year he embarked in the furni- 
ture and undertaking business at Ridge Farm in association with his father 
conducting the enterprise for two years, while subsequently he was similarly 
engaged in business at Bloomington, Indiana, for two years. H e  came to Dan- 
ville in 18go and for four years worked as an employe. In 1894 he once more 
began business for himself. forming a partnership with Albert Leonard and 
his son, J. P. Leonard, under the firm style of Turner, Leonard & Son. That 
relation was maintained until hIr. Turner bought the interest of his partners 
on the 23d of April, 1910, since which time he has been the sole proprietor of 
the business. H e  carries a fine line of caskets and funeral supplies and well 
merits the extensive patronage which is accorded him. 
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On the 1st of June, 1884, Mr. Turner was united in marriage to Miss Lunda 
C. Harrold, a native of Ridge Farm, Illinois, and a daughter of John D. and 
Sarah (Sharpe) Harrold. Her  father still resides there, but her mother is 
deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Turner have two children, namely: Ethel, the wife 
of T. J. Thomas; and Hubert J. 

Mr. Turner acts as treasurer of the Kimber Methodist Episcopal church 
and takes a prominent part in its work, doing every3hing in his puwer to pro- 
mote its growth and extend its influence. Fraternally he is identified with 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias and the Tribe 
of Ben Hur. H e  has ever enjoyed in the fullest degree the respect and confi- 
dence of his fellowmen and his worth as a man and citizen are widely acknowl- 
edged. 

T. P. FRENCH, M. D. 

Dr. T. P. French, a prominent arid successful representative of the medical 
fraternity in Danville, was born in Terre Haute, Indiana, on the 11th of May, 
1851. His parents were Ersom and Eliza (Bowling) French, the former's birth 
having occurred in Knox county, Indiana, on the 15th of April, 1811, while the 
latter first opened her eyes to the light of day in North Carolina in the year 
1823. Ersom French, who was a farmer by occupation, wedded Miss Eliza 
Bowling in 1850, the marriage being celebrated in Indiana. In  1855, accom- 
panied by his wife and two children, he came to Middlefork township, Ver- 
milion county, Illinois, where he resided throughout the remainder of his life, 
devoting his attention to general agricultural pursuits. H e  passed away in 1894, 
having for a number of years survived his wife, who was called to  her final 
rest in 1886. Unto this worthy couple were born three sons, namely: T. P., of 
this review; George W., who died in 1863 when eleven years of age; and Dr. 
A. D. French, who resides in Connecticut at the age of fifty-four. 

Dr. T. P. French obtained his education in the public schools of this county 
and afterward followed the profession of teaching here for three years, prov- 
ing a most capable instructor. Subsequently he took up the study of medicine, 
attending Rush Medical College for one year in 1872-3. H e  located for prac- 
tice at  Ogden, Champaign county, and later continued his professional educa- 
tion in the Indiana Medical College of Indianapolis, from which institution he 
was graduated on the 28th of February, 1878. The town of Ogden remained 
the scene of his professional labors until 1880, when he removed to Arrnstrong, 
Vermilion county, where he was continuously engaged in practice until 1891. 
During the following eight years he practiced medicine at  David City, Nebraska, 
and in 1899 returned to Danville, where he has remained continuously since. 
His patronage has steadily grown as he has demonstrated his skill and ability 
in the line of his chosen vocation and he is widely recognized as one of the 
most progressive and able medical practitioners of the county. H e  keeps in 
touch with the onward march of the profession through his membership in 
the County, State and National Medical Societies. 
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In  1877 Dr. French was united in marriage to Miss Eugenia I. Robinson, 
a native of Peoria county, Illinois, by whom he had five children, four of whom 
are yet living, as follows: George M., a graduate of the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons at Chicago, who is now engaged in practice; Maurice, who is 
a graduate of the State University of Illinois and is now assistant chief engineer 
of the Oregon Short Line & Southern Pacific at Salt Lake City; Lewis R., who 
is employed in the office of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad; and Ersom 
H. In fraternal circles Dr. French is a Knight Templar Mason, and belongs 
to the Modern Woodmen of America, the Ancient Order of United Workmen, 
and the Tribe of Ben Hur. In professional and social life he holds to high 
standards and enjoys in large measure the confidence and trust of those with 
whom he is brought in contact in every reIation of life. 

HON. JOHN 

John H. Lewman, now serving as states attorney, was born in this city on 
the 28th of December, 1866, and is a son of Hugh and Mary (Liggett) Lew- 
man, both of whom were also natives of Vermilion county. His grandfather, 
Jesse Liggett, was born in Virginia in 1805 and was only a year old when 
taken by his parents to Ohio, where he made his home until 1835, which year 
witnessed his arrival in Vermilion county, Illinois. He settled in what is known 
as Pilot township, where he entered a tract of land on which he lived until 
called to his final rest in 1898, at  the age of ninety-three years. Our subject's 
paternal grandfather, James Lewman, was a native of Kentucky and was also 
an early settler of this county. By occupation he was a farmer, owning and 
operating a tract of land in this county, r,which he sold in 1875 on his removal 
to Kansas, in which state his death occurred. Hugh Lewman, the father of 
our subject, also engaged in agricultural pursuits and died when his son John 
was but three years of age. 

John H. Lewman was reared upon the farm and received his early educa- 
tion in the country schools. Later he removed to Danville, where he attended 
the high school and was graduated in 1888. He then taught in the city schools 
for some time subsequently attended Cornell University for two years and 
the University of Michigan for a similar length of time, graduating from the 
law department of the latter institution in 1894. He  was admitted to the bar 
in the same year and began practice in Danville, where he has continued to  
follow his chosen profession up to the present time. 

Since attaining his majority Mr. Lewman has taken a very prominent and 
influential part in public affairs. I n  1899 he was elected city attorney, to which 
position he was t w i ~ e  reelected, serving in all for six years. In  1905 he was 
elected mayor of Danville and so acceptably did he fill that office that in I907 
he was reelected, remaining in office for four years. In  November, 1908, he 
was called upon to fill the position of states attorney and is the present in- 
cumbent of that office. 
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In 1898, Mr. Lewman enlisted in Battery A, First Illinois Volunteers, for 
service in the Spanish-American war and was sent to Porto Rico. He remained 
in the service for several months and was at length mustered out at  Danville 
in November of the same year. He was, however, an officer in the Illinois Ma- 
tional Guard for ten years, one-half of that time being captain of his company, 
but in 1909 he resigned as his professional and official duties claimed his entire 
time and attention. 

OLIVER P. BAUM. 

Oliver P. Baum will be remembered as one of the most successful farmers 
that Vermilion county has known and as a man of remarkable ability whose 
jud,gment was seldom at fault and whose fidelity to trust and sincerity in any- 
thing he undertook were never questioned. For eighty years he was a resident 
of this county, arriving here in infancy, and here he grew to manhood and 
passed through the experiences of an active career which terminated with his 
death, December 29, 1909, at the age of eight-one years. 

Mr. Baum was a native of Ohio, born in Clermont county in January, 1828, 
and was a son of Samuel and Sarah (Weaver) Baum and a descendant of 
Polish ancestry. The founder of the family in this country was banished from 
Poland and came to America, adopting this county as his home and displaying 
a patriotism in the war of the Revolution which established his reputation as a 
stanch and brave supporter of republican institutions. H e  was married to Bar- 
bara McDonald and settled for a time in Bucks county, Pennsylvania, but after 
the treaty of General Wayne with the Indians he floated down the Ohio river 
with his family and was one of the first settlers in Clermont county, Ohio. He 
took up his home near the mouth of Bull's Skin creek and here he .died at an 
advanced age, having accomplished a noble work in pushing forward the fron- 
tier and assisting in subduing the wilderness. 

Samuel Baum, the father of our subject, grew up in Ohio and was married 
in CIermont county, coming to Vermilion county, Illinois, in 1829 with a corn- 
pany of settlers headed by Michael Weaver, the father-in-law of Mr. Baum, 
and one of the remarkable men of the day, who is worthy of more than the 
simple mention of his name. He was a native of Washington county, Mary- 
land, the son of German parents who came to America before the time of the 
Revolutionary war. At ten years of age he began making his own way in the 
world and after arriving at his majority he was happily married to Mary Eliza- 
beth Specard, of Hagerstown, Maryland. Being possessed with the spirit of 
the pioneer, Mr. Weaver moved to Kentucky and after a few years crossed the 
river to Clermont county, Ohio. In 1818 he settled in Brown county, Ohio, 
where he remained ui t f i  which tiGe he westward, hi3 desGnz- 
tion being Sugar Creek, Indiana. However, he was not satisfied with that 
locality and continued traveling west until he arrived in what is now known as 
Carroll township, Vermilion county, Illinois, where he established himself per- 
manently. H e  was one of the very early settlers of the county and what was 
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unusual in those days, possessed an abundance of this world's goods when he 
arrived in this state. H e  was a man who had his own ideas as to values and 
he would never accept more than six per cent. interest upon money, eve2 though 
it commanded in war times as high as forty per cent. in other hands. He would 
never charge more than twenty-five cents per bushel for his corn and it was his 
p-actice to fix a price upon any commodity which he had for sale, based upon 
the actual cost of production. H e  was never known to  charge a higher price 
than the one which he had in the first place named. H e  was very much opposed 
to anything bordering upon speculation and always refused to loan his money 
to speculators, although as a lifelong friend of the poor he assisted them many 
times by loaning money at low rates of interest. He  was one of the best far- 
mers in Vermilion county and in 1875 erected one of the finest farm residences 
to be seen in the county. Here he passed his declining years, being called to 
his reward when he had almost reached the age of one hundred and one years. 
The mother of Oliver P. Baum departed this life when she was about forty 
years of age, leaving a family of eight children, and later the father was mar- 
ried to Mrs. Polly (Sandusky) hfatkin, four children being born of this union. 

The subject of this review grew to manhood in Carroll township, where he 
became thoroughly acquainted with all the details of farm work, and in his 
younger years possessed the advantages of education in the district schools. At 
the time of his father's departure he was thirty-three years of age and having 
received his portion of the estate, he began with renewed energy as an agricul- 
turist, devoting a large part of his time to cattle feeding and becoming one of 
the most extensive feeders in Vermilion county. He also engaged largely in 
the breeding of hogs and became a familiar figure in the markets at Chicago and 
Buffalo, to which places he made large shipments every year. Beginning in a 
position very close to the bottom of the ladder, Mr. Baum passed through the 
various stages that conduct to prosperity and aHuence, and by his great busi- 
ness ability, his intimate knowledge of the farm and his interest in the develop- 
ment of higher grade animals for the market, he became a leader and an ac- 
knowledged authority upon various subjects pertaining to his work. At the 
time of his death he was the owner of fourteen hundred and fifty acres of land 
as valuable for farming purposes as any to be found in the state. In addition 
to this he made many highly lucrative investments so that it is believed he was 
the wealthiest farmer in the county. 

In 1871 Mr. Baum was united in marriage to Miss Helen 3fcClenathen. of 
Washington county, Pennsylvania, a daughter of George S. and Sarah (Rem- 
ley) McClenathen. also natives of the Keystone State. She came to Vermilion 
county with her parents when she was five years of age and here grew to woman- 
hood. The following children were born to Mr. and Mrs. hlcclenathen: James, 
William, Helen, Lucy. John, Belle, Anna, Emma, Owen, Ethel and George I70I- 
ney. Mr. and Mrs. Baum became the parents of one child, Herbert Loraine, a 
review of whom appears elsewhere in this work. Mrs. Baum was called away 
March 18, 1908. She was a woman of high ideals and lovable character and for 
many years was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, 

Mr. Baum e v e  his allegiance to the democratic party, but he never desired 
political honors, as his interest centered in his farming operations, which under 
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his direction assumed proportions seldom known in thickly settled agricultural 
regions. Mr. Baum was a pioneer in earlier years, making use of the primitive 
methods, but he kept fully abreast of the times, always being thoroughly prac- 
tical and efficient in what he undertook. His great business capacity would have 
made him a success in any vocation that attracted his interest. He was a kind 
parent, a true friend and a firm upholder of the law - a citizen whose life and 
work made a lasting impression on those with whom he came into contact and 
upon the region where he was known. 

HENRY A. FOSTER. 

Henry A. Foster, who has resided within the borders of \-errnilion county 
for the past half century, was for many years successfully engaged in general 
agricultural pursuits here but is now living retired in Catlin. His birth oc- 
ourred in Montgomery county, Indiana, on the 18th of September, 1836, his 
parents being Robert and Susan Ann (Jones) Foster, both of whom were na- 
tives of Kentucky. They removed to the Hoosier state at an early day, entered 
land from the government and erected thereon a log cabin characteristic of the 
times, the little structure having a clapboard roof, puncheon floor, stick chimney 
and string latch. They lived therein for several years and continued to reside 
on the old home farm in Indiana until called to their final rest. Their children 
were eight in number, four of whom still survive, as follows: Sarah, who is 
the wife of J. J. Caknine and resides in Indiana; Henry A., of this review; 
Thomas, who is likewise a resident of Indiana; and Robert, living in Pasadena, 
California. 

Born and reared in a frontier region, Henry A. Foster experienced many 
of the hardships and privations of pioneer existence and during the first nine- 
teen years of his life wore only homespun clothes. He attended the common 
schools in the acquirement of an education and remained under the parental 
roof until twenty-four years of age. The year 1859 witnessed his arrival in 
Vermilion county, Illinois, and here he has resided continuously to the present 
time. In 1859 he located on a farm given him by his father and the cultivation 
and improvement of that property claimed his time and energies throughout 
his active business career. Alert, energetic and enterprising, he won a gratify- 
ing measure of success in the conduct of his agricultural interests and is now 
enabled to spend the evening of life in honorable retirement. Though the im- 
provements on his farm were entirely destroyed by fire three times, he was 
not dismayed and after each conflagration erected a new set of buildings. His 
property holdings now embrace one hundred and sixty acres of land in Catlin 
township, a third interest in a six-acre tract in Lafayette and seven lots and a 
fice residence in the village of Catlin. 

In 1861 Mr. Foster was united in marriage to Miss Rebecca A. Byerly, a 
native of Putnam county, Indiana, and a daughter of K. F. and Mary (Wilson) 
Byerly, who are mentioned on another page of this work in connection with 
the sketch of J. N. Byerly. Unto our subject and his wife were born seven 
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children, namely: Robert F., a resident of Chicago, Illinois; William T., who 
is deceased; Edmund B., who makes his home in Indiana; Sarah J., the wife 
of Sterling Cord, of Indiana; Charles N., who died in infancy; Nora A., who 
is the wife of Clint Sandusky and lives in Indiana; and Cora L., who is the 
wife of Samuel P. Sacre, and resides on her father's farm. 

Mr. Foster is a stanch advocate of the democracy but has never cared for 
office, preferring to concentrate his attention upon his private interests. His 
religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Christian church, of which 
he has been an elder and to which both he and his wife have belonged for 
forty-three years. He  has now passed the seventy-fourth milestone on this 
earthly pilgrimage and his life has ever been such as to win and hold the regard 
and esteem of his fellowmen. 

OLIVER 31. JOKES. 

Oliver M. Jones, a leading and successful attorney of Vermilion county, 
has practiced his profession in Danville since 1891. H e  was born in Rob Roy, 
Indiana, January 18, 1867, and on both paternal and maternal sides is descended 
from pioneer families of Indiana. His grandfather, Hiram Jones, was of Scotch 
descent and his grandmother, who bore the maiden name of Sarah Taylor, be- 
longed to an old Kentucky family. As early as 1820 they removed to Indiana 
and became actively identified with the development of the state. I t  was in 
Fountain county, Indiana, that our subject's father, Henry B. Jones was born 
on the 23d of October, 1841, and there he grew to manhood and married Miss 
Joanna D. Meeker, also a native of that state. Born March 18, 1843, her par- 
ents were Usual H. and Sally (Dudley) Meeker, also pioneers of the Hoosier 
state, to which her father removed from New York at a very early day. 
Throughout his active business life Henry E. Jones followed the occupation 
of farming, his death occurring March 29, 1904, but his widow is still living. 

Oliver M. Jones began his education in the public schools of Rob Roy but 
later attended high school at Attica, Indiana. He was next a student at Pur- 
due University, where he was graduated in 1889 with the degree of B. Sc., 
and next entered the law department of hilichigan University as a member of 
the class of 1891. From that institution he was graduated with the degree 
of LL. B. Coming to Danville in November, 1891, Mr. Jones began practice 
in this city in connection with Messrs. Calhoun and Steely under the firm name 
of Calhoun, Steely & Jones. Later he was in partnership with A. A. Partlow 
and as Jones & Partlow they engaged in general practice until 1902, since which 
time our subject has been alone. 

Mr. Jones was married on the 7th of October, 1891, at Deer Creek, Carroll 
county, Indiana, to Miss Emma F. Fouts, a native of Indiana and a daughter 
of Solomon and Margaret Fouts. Her father is now deceased but her mother 
is still living and continues to make her home in Carroll county, Indiana. Mr. 
and Mrs. Jones now have three children: Josephine, born November 16, 1892; 
Joanna, born November 14, 1904; and Paul F., born November 6, 1908. 
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The republican party has always found in Mr. Jones a stanch supporter of 
its principles and from 1905 to ~gog he served as corporation counsel of the 
city of Danville to the entire satisfaction of .dl  concerned. H e  has always 
been interested in municipal affairs, giving his aid and cooperation to every 
movement for the general good and has served as director and attorney for 
the Vermilion County Building Association. In  his religious faith he is a Pres- 
byterian .and in his fraternal relations is identified with the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias. Throughout his residence in Dan- 
ville he has ever enjoyed in the fullest degree the respect and confidence of his 
fellowmen, and his work as a man and citizen as well as a lawyer is widely 
acknowledged. 

AREUS X. NESBITT 

The agricultilral interests of Vermilion county find a worthy and successful 
representative in Areus N. Nesbitt, who owns and operates a well improved 
farm of one hundred and sixty acres in Catlin township. His birth occurred 
in Ohio in March, 1837, his parents being John and Mary (Ray) Nesbitt, who . 

were natives of Belfast, Ireland, and Ohio respectively. They spent their en- 
tire married lives on a farm in Ohio, the father passing away in 1879 and the 
mother in 1872. Unto them were born eleven children, three of whom still 
survive, namely: Robert, a resident of Kansas; Nancy, who is the widow of 
A. W. Willy and lives in Ohio; and Areus N., of this review. 

The last named enjoyed the advantages of a high school education in his 
youthful years and remained under the parental roof until he was married at 
the age of thirty. Following that important event in his life he cultivated rented 
land and at different times also taught school and worked at carpentering. In 
1891 he bought a farm of one hundred and sixty acres in Catlin township, 
Vermilion county, and has since devoted his attention to its further cultivation 
and improvement with excellent results. Progressive in his ideas, he has made 
a careful study of the subject of crop rotation and the means of increasing or 
of preserving the productiveness of the fields. 

As a companion and helpmate on the journey of life Mr. Nesbitt chose 
Miss Henrietta Kinder, who was born in Ohio in 1849, her parents being Al- 
fred N. and Emily (Lasley) Kinder, who spent their entire lives in the Buck- 
eye state. The father passed away in 1888, while the mother was called to her 
final rest in 1894. Their children were two in number, as follows: James V., 
living in Huntington, West Virginia; and Mrs. Nesbitt. Unto our subject and 
his wife have been born eight children, namely: Orla A., of Vermilion county; 
Oma B., the widow of Rev. C. 0. Morris; Emma J., the wife of Willet I. Ashby, 
of this county; Mary E., at  home; James A., who is married and operates the 
old homestead farm; Amanda E., the wife of Rev. Roy C. Bedinger, who is 
now in Africa as missionary; Julia S., who died at the age of eighteen months; 

b and Ruth A., the wife of Henderson JVillison, of Vermilion county. 
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Mr. Nesbitt gives his political allegiance to the democracy and has capably 
served in several township offices. He has also aqted as a member of the school 
board and for ten years held the office of trustee. He is a charter member of Jones 
Camp, No. 431, M. IV. A., and has filled several of its principal offices. His 
religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Methodist Episcopal church, 
with which the other members of his family are also identified. He has now 
passed the seventy-third milestone on life's journey and his career has ever 
been such that he can look back over the past without regret and forward 
to the future without fear. 

ERNEST FECRER, 

Ernest Fecker, Jr., who is president of Fecker Brewing Company and is 
prominently identified with the business and industrial interests of the city, 
was born on the 2d of August, 1862, in S e w  York city, his parents being Ernest 
and Pauline (Huber) Fecker, both natives of Germany. His mother died on 
the 24th of September, 1906, but his father, who is now a retired paper box 
manufacturer, makes his home in Chicago. In their family were three children, 
the brother of our subject being Frank Fecker, who is now deceased, and the 
sister, Mrs. Charles Foltz, is a widow who makes her home in New York city. 

Reared in Brooklyn, New York, Ernest Fecker, Jr., attended the grammar 
schools of that city until fourteen years of age and after starting to work con- 
tinued his studies in an evening high school of New York for a time. He 
was first employed in a paper box manufactory owned by his father and for 
about five years devoted his time and attention to that business but for over 
a quarter of a century he has now been interested in brewing. He  served his 
apprenticeship in the brewery of Peter Engle of Schenectady, Kew York, and 
later attended a brewing academy from 1885 to 1886. I t  was in 1890 that he 
embarked in the brewing business on his own account, conducting operations 
for six years under the name of Fecker Brewing Company, their plant be- 
ing located on the Dudley and Eloomingdale road. now called 1~'inchester avenue. 
At the end of that period he sold his interest in the business to a syndicate 
and took the management of the United States Brewing Company, being in 
charge of breweries Nos. 3. 4 and 5 for some time, but in 1 p 3  he purcl~ased 
his present plant 11-hich he has conducted under the firm style of Fecker Brewing 
Company. He is president of the company and its success is largely due to 
his own well directed efforts. I-Ie thoroughly understands the manufacture of 
beer in every detail and is a man of exceptional business ability and sound 
judgment. 

On the 27th of July. 1859, in Chicago, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. 
Fecker and Miss Clara Simon, a daughter of Nicholas and Barbara Simon, 
residents of Chicago. both of whom are now deceased. The children born of 
this union are: Clara, who was born ic Chicago, July 5, I@; Frances. born 
January 27, 1892; Pauline, born Decer-her 8, 1893 ; Frank, born July 6, 1901 ; 
Lydia, born June 4, 1905; Herbert and Harold, twins. born November 11. 1908, 
in Danville. 
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Mr. Fecker is an Episcopalian in his religious belief and is today an honored 
member of the Masonic fraternity and the Turn Verein of Danville. His 
political support is always given to the men and measures of the republican 
party and during his residence in Chicago he was a member of the Bridewell 
board from 1891 to 1897 inclusive. He has taken a very active and promi- 
nent part in political affairs and was chosen a member of Governor Tanner's 
staff, on which he served from 1896 to 1900. His genial, pleasant manner has 
made him many friends and he is popular both in business and social circles. 

J. B. CHAMBERS. 

Among those enterprising citizens who have attained success in business 
affairs and are now able to live retired is J. B. Chambers, a well known resident 
of Danville, who was born in Montgomery county, Indiana, on the 9th of May, 
1852, and belongs to a very prominent and influential family of this region. 
His father, William J. Chambers, was a native of Maryland and was a young 
man when he accompanied his parents on their removal to Indiana. On start- 
ing out in life for himself he chose the occupation to which he had been reared- 
that of farming-as his life work and on coming to Vermilion county, Illinois, 
in 1855 settled in Middlefork township, where he engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits for some time. He  early became prominently identified with the public 
affairs and was called upon to serve as supervisor there for several terms. In 
1868 he removed to Ross township, which he also represented on the board 
of supervisors for ten terms. At length retiring from active work, he removed 
t o  Rossville in 1887 and continued to make his home there until his death in 
1907, when he was eighty years of age. He always bore a prominent part in 
local affairs and was a consistent member of the Baptist chuich. He was mar- 
ried in Montgomery county, Indiana, to Miss Lydia Fouts, a native of Pennsyl- 
vania, who had removed to this state with her parents during childhood. J. B. 
,Chambers is the second in order of birth in a family of nine children, having 
three brothers and five sisters. Those now living are: Sarah, the wife of J. D. 
Leonard, of Potomac, Illinois; Malinda, now Mrs. Bridges, of Jasper county, 
this state; Melissa, the wife of J. A. Allen, of Covington, Indiana; and R. F. 
Chambers, a resident of Wichita, Kansas. 

As J. B. Chambers was only three years of age on the renloval of the 
family to Vermilion county he has practically spent his entire life here and is 
indebted to its common schools for the educational privileges he enjoyed. He 
remained on the home farm until eighteen years of age and then went to 
Rossville, where he engaged in the grocery business for himself for four years. 
During his residence there he was married in 1874 to Miss Elizabeth Cope- 
land, a native of Rliddlefork township and a daughter of William H. and 
Rachel (Steams) Copeland, who were farming people and old settlers of this 

. county. 
After his marriage Mr. Chambers resumed farming, which he carried on 

-from 1874 until 1887, when he removed to Danville and embarked in the hard- 
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ware and implement business, which he continued to carry on with good success 
until his retirement in November, 1909. In  1896 he erected the building on 
North Walnut street now occupied by his son Earl B., who succeeded him in 
business but is now devoting the greater part of his attentica to the automobile 
business. This son is the only child born to Mr. and Mrs. Chambers and after 
completing his education in the public schools in Danville entered his father's 
establishment as assistant. H e  is a very enterprising young business man and 
since the business came into his control has carried it on in an able and success- 
ful manner. He married Miss Blanche Hogan, of Chicago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chambers hold membership in the Kimber Methodist Epis- 
copal church and he is also identified with the Knights of Pytiiias, the Modem 
Woodmen of America and other fraternal orders. Although deeply interested 
in public affairs and the welfare of his county, Mr. Chambers has never been 
an office seeker or desired political preferment. He is, however, an enterpris- 
ing and progressive citizen and a worthy representative of one of the most 
highly respected families of the county. 

CHARLES T, WOOLSEY. 

Prominent among the successful business men of Danville is Charles T. 
Woolsey who is now devoting his time and attention to the real-estate business. 
A man of keen discrimination and sound judgment, his pronounced business 
ability and excellent management have brought to him a high degree of success. 
He was born in Bainbridge, Indiana, January 21, 1875, his parents being George 
W. and Sarah (Nelson) Woolsey. The father is a newspaper man and for 
several years has been editor and publisher of the Banner in Danville. 

In the public schools of this city Charles T. Woolsey acquired a good prac- 
tical education and on putting aside his text-books entered a printing office, 
where he soon mastered the trade, continuing to follow that occupation for 
about fifteen years. In 1905 he embarked in the real-estate business, which 
has steadily grown from year to year until he is now one of the leading real- 
estate dealers of Danville, handling not only his own property, but a large 
amount for others. He keeps well posted on everything connected with his 
line of trade and his success is due to his own energy and perseverance. 

Mr. Woolsey was married in Covington, Indiana, on the 25th of October, 
1897, to Miss Marie M. Walz, who was born in Danville and is a daughter of 
.George Walz, one of the old residents of this city and one of the first furniture 
dealers and undertakers here. This union has been blessed by four children, 
three sons and one daughter, namely: Wood, now eleven years of age; Carl, 
nine; Jean, six, and Mary Jane, an infant. 

Mr. Woolsey is not identified with any political party but endeavors to sup- 
port those measures which he believes to be for the public good and votes for 
the men best qualified to fill the offices. In 1907 he was appointed notary 
-public for a term of four years and is now acceptably filling that position. He 
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is a man of unflinching integrity and commercial honor who enjoys in the high- 
est measure the respect of all who know him. That many of his stacthest 
friends are numbered among those who have known him from boyhood to 
the present time is an indication that his has been an honorable and upright 
life and one worthy of the esteem in which he is universally held. 

PROFESSOR ELWIN LEROY BAILEY. 

Professor Elwin LeRoy Bailey, president of the Greer College of Hoopeston, 
has devoted his life largely to educational work and, ever laboring for the at- 
tainment of high ideals, his service has been a potent and helpful influence in 
promoting intellectual advancement in the various localities in which he has 
made his home. H e  was born at Minonk, \Voodford county, Illinois, July 27, 
1865, a son of Hiram S. and Fidelia Salina (Labar) Bailey, both of whom were 
natives of New York, the former of English lineage and the latter of French 
descent, About 1861 Mr. Bailey came to Illinois, continuing his residence in 
this state until 1899, when he removed to Monon, Indiana, and continued to 
reside there until his death, which occurred in 1901. His widow still survives 
him and now lives with her son, Professor Bailey, in Hoopeston. 

In  the public schools of Woodford county, E. L. Bailey pursued his early 
education, became a high school student in Minonk and afterward attended suc- 
cessively the Rice Collegiate Institute at  Paxton, Illinois, the Northern Indiana 
Normal School at Valparaiso, Indiana, and the Normal School at Bushnell, Illi- 
nois. H e  continued his studies to the year 1891, and after completing the last 
course took up the profession of teaching. He taught for one year in Wood- 
ford county and seven years in the public schools of Ford and Iroquois counties. 
H e  also spent a year as a teacher in the college at  Paxton, two years in the 
Western Normal College at  Macomb, Illinois, and for nine years has been a 
representative of the edncational interests of Hoopeston, coming to  this city 
in 1901, at  which time he became a member of the faculty of Greer College. He 
was for  three years science teacher and in 1904 was elected to the presidency 
of the school, which has an enrollment of between two and three hundred pupils, 
while the summer session is attended by from sixty to seventy-five pupils. Pro- 
fessor Bailey studied law for two years, but never engaged in practice. His 
entire life since attaining his majority has been given to educational work and 
he has become an able and recognized leader in this field. He is zealous and 
discriminating, imparts readily and clearly to others the knowledge that he has 
acquired, and moreover studies each pupil from the standpoint of the individual, 
without which understanding the best work of the teacher is never done. H e  has 
during his nine years' connection therewith raised the standard of Greer College, 
and the student who will apply himself to his work finds in this institution a 
means for  thorough preparation for the practical duties of life. In  addition 
to  his educational work Professor Bailey has property interests, being the owner 
of three hundred and twenty acres of timber land in Wayne county, Missouri, 
and also owns his residence in Hoopeston at  703 West Penn street. 
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On the 29th of July, 1902, in Hoopeston, Professor Bailey was married to  
Miss Bertha Landess, a native of Pike county, Illinois, and a daughter of Levi 
P. Landess. Mr. Bailey holds membership in the First Methodist Episcopal 
church of Hoopeston, while Mrs. Bailey is a member of the Christian church. 
He is also identified with the llodern Woodmen of America. His political al- 
legiance is given to the republican party, and while a t  times he takes an active 
interest in political affairs, he has never been a politician in the usually accepted 
sense of the term. He  is never neglectful df the duties of citizenship, however, 
and his influence has been a tangible force for good in the community. 

LOUIS I:'. COE. 

Louis ii. Coe, who has lived for the last sixteen years at  Ridge Farm, Ver- 
milion county, and is the owner of a valuable farming property in this part 
of the county, was born jn Elwood township, September 12, 1865. He is a son 
of Brainard E. and Margaret (it-iseman) Coe, who were both natives of Wirt 
county, West Virginia, and came to Illinois in 1865, where they lived upon a 
farm in Elwood township. The mother was called to her final rest in 1866, 
her companion departing this life thirteen years later, on July g, 1879. At the 
time of his death Mr. Coe was the owner of a finely improved farm of two 
hundred and forty acres, which he had won from the virgin soil through his 
persistence and well applied labor. The father and mother now lie side by 
side in Yankee Point cemetery, five miles northeast of Ridge Farm. They 
were members of the Nethodist Episcopal church, intelligent and progressive, 
and highly esteemed on account of their unselfish acts. Eight children were 
born to them: Clairmont E., Simrod S., Clinton I\-., who died April 2, 18qo; 
John F., Margaret S., Alice. _Anna, and Louis 11'. 

Having lost his mother at the age of ten months, the subject of this sketch 
became a member of the household of John C. Dicken and wife of Ridge Farm. 
There he continued until twelve Tears of age, when he went home aild remained 
with his father until the death of the latter two years later. He received his 
education in the district schools and as he grew up he worked upon the farm 
and ~i-hen he was tu-ent~-four years of age he rented land. where he carried 
on operations for seventeen years. Having acquired a competence. he retired 
to Ridge Farm, I\-here he has lived since 1 % ~ .  He and his n-ife are the owners 
of one hundred and eighty acres of land. which he has brought to a high state 
of cultivation and has supplied with all the conveniences of the modern farm. 

On Sovernber 29. 18g3. Mr. Coe \\-as united in marriage to Miss Xnnie C. 
Canada. who was born in Elxvood township. February 18. 1873. She is a 
daughter of 11-illiam Canada 11- and Jane (Hayv-orth) Canada, the former 
a native of X-ermilion county and the latter of Indiana. They were the parents 
of eight children: Dora. deceased; Horace, Ida, Owen, Eunice. deceased; one 
who died in infancy ; Annie C.. the wife o i  our subject ; and James W. Mr. 
and Mrs. Coe are the parents of two children : I-iola II., born January I I, 1896, 
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who is now a student in the high school and also a student of music; and Doris 
J., who was born February 27, 1907. 

Mr. Coe is politically a l i a t e d  with the republican party, in which he is 
a prominent and active worker. He has been a member of the republican 
central committee of Vermilion county and for six years was tax collector of 
his township, also serving for one year as assessor. He is a member of the 
school board at the present time. In secret societies he has been quite promi- 
nent, holding membership in the Modem Woodmen of America, the Royal 
Neighbors, the Knights of Pythias and the Masonic order and at various times 
he has occupied offices in these organizations. He is also well known in club 
circles, being president of the Ridge Farm Club, an organization which has a 
great deal of influence in this community. Mrs. Coe is a valuable member of 
the Friends church, and she and her husband cheerfully lend their assistance 
t o  any movement that has as its object the advancement of the permanent in- 
terests of those with whom they are associated. Mr. Coe, now in the prime 
of his life and a t  the head of a happy family, is one of the prosperous citizens 
o f  Ridge Farm. As a farmer he has demonstrated his ability and as a public- 
spirited and wide-awake citizen he has won an enviable position in Vermilion 
county. 

NICHOLAS ENGELMANX. 

Without any special advantages at the outset ~f his career Nicholas Engel- 
mann has labored diligently and persistently to attain success and is now the 
owner of a good farm in Catlin township, embracing forty acres of rich and 
productive land. He was born in Stark county, Ohio, July 20, 1854, and is 
a son of John N. and Mary (Schuetz) Engelmann, both of whom were na- 
tives of Prussia, Germany. They came to America early in the year 1854 and 
established their home in Stark county, Ohio. The father was a miner by oc- 
cupation and followed that pursuit in the Buckeye state until 1857, when he 
came with his family to Vermilion county, Illinois, and settled at Tilton, where 
he was employed in the mines for two years. Believing that he would find 
agricutural pursuits more profitable, he then rented a farm, which he occupied 
for three years, during which period he carefully saved his earnings until he 
felt justified in purchasing eighty acres of the farm upon which Nicholas Engel- 
mann now resides. He afterward bought forty more acres and lived upon this 
place until his death, which occurred in September, 1908. For two years he had 
s u ~ v e d  his wife, who died in August, 1906. In their family were eight chil- 
dren, four sons and four daughters, all of whom are yet living. 

Nicholas Engelmann remained under the parental roof until he had at- 
tained his majority. He was only three years of age when the family came to 
Vermilion county and in the schools of the district he pursued his education. 
H e  was carefully trained to the work of the fields and thus early became 
familiar with the best methods of tilling the soil and caring for the crops. On 
attaining his majority he rented what was known as the Sylva Par1 farm, on 
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which he lived for a year. Later he bought twenty acres of land and after his 
father's death he received twenty acres as his share of the old homestead, so 
that he now owns forty acres. Although the farm is small it is well improved 
and the land is rich and arable so that its cultivation brings to him a handsome 
financial return. 

111 1877 Mr. Engelmann was married to Miss Martha Williams, who was 
born in Catlin township, March 14, 1856, and is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Myrum Williams, both of whom are now deceased. Their family numbered 
seven children. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Engelmann was born a daughter, Edna L., 
whose birth occurred June 21, 1878. She became the wife of Roy Kirkheart 
and died May g, 1898. The death of Mrs. Engelmann occurred September 
27, 1879, and her remains were laid to  rest in Pate cemetery. She was a 
consistent member of the Christian church and her many good traits of char- 
acter won her the love and esteem of all with whom she came in contact. 

Mr. Engelmann has supported the republican party since age conferred upon 
him the right of franchise but has never sought or  desired office. He belongs 
to the Masonic Lodge, No. 285, of Catlin, and is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. His life has ever been upright and honorable, and he has 
ever endeavored to deal justly by his fellowmen and to shape his conduct in ac- 
cordance with the principles of good citizenship. 

ASA M. BUSHNELL. 

The years that cover the active business career of Asa M. Bushnell have 
chronicled his success as a result of determined and persistent purpose and close 
application. He  is now well known as president of the American Bank & 
Trust Company of Danville but has also been identified with various other en- 
terprises which have. materially advanced the interests of this city and county. 
Throughout his entire career he has retained the high regard of a large circle 
of friends-a fact indicative that his pronounced traits of character are those 
which everywhere command confidence and trust. 

A native of Illinois, Mr. Bushnell was born in Cook county on the 8th of 
December, 1849, his parents being Henry and Lavina (Dayton) Bushnell, who 
were natives of Ohio and New Jersey respectively. Before his marriage the 
father came west, becoming one of the early settlers of Cook county, Illinois, 
and purchased a farm in Blue Island which he operated for a number of years. 
In 1854, however, he removed to Vermilion county, taking up his residence 
about ten miles east of Danville, where he continued to engage in agricultural 
pursuits for a few years. At the end of that time, however, he returned to 
Cook county, where he made his home during the Civil war. He was the first 
man drafted from that county but his services were refused and the company 
he organized there was given to another. After the close of the war he again 
came to Vermilion county but in 1874 removed to  California and spent the re- 
mainder of his life in Monterey county, his time and attention being devoted 
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to farming. His death occurred there on the 19th of March, 1901, but his 
widow is still living and continues to make her home in the Golden state. There 
were seven children born to this couple, four sons and three daughters, namely: 
Lydia, deceased; Asa M., William, Mary, Loran, Henry, and Nellie. All are 
residents of California with the exception of our subject. 

Asa M. Bushnell acquired a good practical education in the public schools of 
Merom, Indiana, and upon the home farm he spent the days of his b o y h d  
and youth, remaining under the parental roof until twenty-two years of age. 
He then engaged in clerking for the firm of Gundy Brothers at Myersville, 
Vermilion county, for one year and in 1873 opened a store of his own a t  Bis- 
marck, this county, which he conducted for twenty years. While engaged in 
business there he also served as postmaster for eighteen years, one term of this 
time being under the administration of President Cleveland, although he is a 
strong republican. While residing in Bismarck he also served as school director 
for several years. 

I t  was in 1894 that Mr. Bushnell removed to Danville, where he was first 
engaged in the music business, purchasing his stock from the firm of Lyon 
& Healy of Chicago, but a few months later he sold out and bought an in- 
terest in the implement and hardware business with J. B. Chambers, with whom 
he was connected for seven years. On disposing of his interest in that enter- 
prise he organized the Danville Wholesale Grocery Company but sold out at 
the end of a year and in 1907 organized the American Bank & Trust Company, 
of which he has since been president. I t  has a capital stock of one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars and has already paid five per cent dividend, with an 
undivided profit of five thousand one hundred and fifty-two dollars and ninety- 
three cents. The officers are Asa M. Bushnell, president; John L. Hamilton, 
vice president; Alonzo L. Lyons, second vice president; and James A. Foster, 
cashier. They occupy a very modern building which was remodeled at a cost 
of twenty-eight thousand dollars, and their fixtures are up-to-date and of the 
most approved pattern. Although the Sank has Seen in existence only a few 
years, it has steadily prospered and is today regarded as one of the safest and 
most conservative financial institution of this section of the state. The build- 
ing it occupies and the one adjoining it are owned by Mr. Cushnell, who is 
still in possession of a fine farin near Bismarck. 

On the 15th of October, 1573, was celebrated his marriage to Miss Willie 
M. Shockley, of Vermilion county, and they have become the parents of four 
children, as follows: Clyde H., now a resident of Durant, Oklahoma; Mabel, 
the wife of 0 .  H. Fairchilds. of Denver. Colorado; and Frank and Earton, 
who are engaged in the wholesale candy business in Danville. 

Fraternally Mr. Bushnell affiliates with the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the Modern itroodmen 
of America. A man of good business and executive ability, he has met with 
excellent success in his undertakings and is today numbered among the men 
of affluence in Danville. H e  has known the pleasure of success, not simply 
in the pecuniary reward that has come to him but also in that enjoyment which 
comes in the accomplishment of what one undertakes. He  has ever persevered 
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in the pursuit of a persistent purpose and is now numbered among those who 
are the factors in Vermilion county's material upbuilding. He  is a splendid 
type of the American business man, alert, energetic and determined, carrying 
forward to successful completion whatever he undertakes. 

-4LONZO BUSHNELL BEX JXMIN. 

The visible evidence of the activity and success of Alonzo Bushnell Benjamin 
is the business of the Benjamin Temple of Music, which is today the most 
extensive and up-tedate establishment of the kind in the middle west out- 
side of Chicago. He  is a man o i  good executive ability and sound jud,oment 
and during his residence in Danville has steadily prospered. 

A native of Illinois, he was born in Peoria county, on the gd of July, 1849, 
his parents being John and Levira (Hitchcock) Benjamin, both natives of Xew 
York. Throughout his active business life the father followed farming and 
in 1832 came to Illinois, being one of the pioneer settlers of Peoria county, 
where in the midst of the wilderness he developed a good farm. As time 
passed he added to his property as he found opportunity until he became the 
owner of sixteen hundred acres of very valuable land. Being of an inventive 
turn of mind, he constructed the first cultivator plowing a row of corn, which 
was then called the Shanghai plow, and also invented a corn planter which 
dropped a double row. This was a decided improvement over the machinery 
of the time, but unfortunately he never patented it. A progressive, wide- 
awake and enterprising man, he met with success in his undertakings and ma- 
terially aided in the development of his section of the state. His home was 
the first brick house in the locality and for many years it was considered a 
landmark. Both he and his wife were earnest and consistent members of the 
Baptist church and were held in the highest esteem by all who knew them. He 
passed away in 1863 at the age of sixty-two years, and his wife died in 1883 
at the age of seventy-four years. 

They were the parents of seven children, namely: R. J.? an attorney of 
Princeville, Illinois; Truman and Edwin, who died in infancy; J. H.. a retired 
farmer of Winfield, Kansas; M. Ii., who is engaged in the music business in 
Boone, Iowa; Harriet L., the widow of J. S. Barnum and a resident of Chicago; 
and Alonzo Bushnell, of this review. 

Reared in the county of his nativity Alonzo B. Benjamin acquired a good 
practical education in the public schools and made preparation to enter upon 
a commercial career by a course in a business college of Peoria. continuing 
his studies until twenty-one years of age. He  first became identified with busi- 
ness interests as a music dealer in Princeville and from that city removed to 
Danville, in 1876, opening his present establishment as a branch house for Lyon 
& Healy, of Chicago. whom he thus represented for seventeen years under 
the name of the Benjamin Temple of hlusic. He began business on West Main 
street in the old Hub block and in 1882 removed to the Palmer block, where 
he remained until 1 9 1 ,  when he secured the fine building at Nos. 30 and 32 
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North Vermilion street. This is a three story structure, twenty-seven by one 
hundred and fifty feet, and each floor is occupied by the Benjamin Temple 
of Music, being well equipped and splendidly stocked with musical instruments 
of all descriptions. Although he has made a specialty of the Everett piano, 
he carries a great many makes and also organs, piano players and all kinds 
of musical merchandise. His trzde has steadily increased until now he is at the 
head of the most extensive business 9f the kind in this section of the country, 
On the 2d of November, 1902, the business was incorporated under the name 
of the Benjamin Temple of Music and capitalized for twenty thousand dollars, 
the officers being: A. B. Benjamin, pres,'dent; his nephew, F. A. Benjamin, 
vice president; and his son-in-law, F. J. Lovell, secretary and treasurer. 

Mr. Benjamin was married June 10, 1872, to Miss Angie Cook, a daugh- 
ter of T. G. Cook, a prominent farmer and early settler of Knox county, Illi- 
nois, now living retired in Galesburg. Her  mother, who bore the maiden 
name of Susan E. Wilder, belonged to one of the leading families of that lo- 
cality. Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin have four children, namely: Susan L., the 
wife of F. J. Lovell and the mother of two sons, Ralph B., and John I,.; Roy 
A., who married Miss Bessie Jeremy; Ruby Adeona, who married R. Day 
Kelley and has one daughter, Jane M.; and Horace Victor. 

Since attaining his majority Mr. Ben jarnin has been prominently identified 
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, having filled all the chairs in the 
local organization and encampment at Princeville, Illinois, and transferred his 
membership to Danville in 1877. He has been patriarch militant, adjutant and 
captain. He also belongs to the Knights of Pythias, the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks, the Ancient Order of United Workmen, the Court of 
Honor, the National Union, the Eagles and the Improved Order of Red Men. 
His public spirit has been manifest in his support of those things which he 
believed calculated to prove of public benefit, and he exercises his right to 
vote with discrimination, in this way rendering noble service to the city. For two 
years he has served as alderman of his ward but has never taken a very prominent 
part in political affairs. For a third of a century he has been identified with 
the commercial interests of Danville and throughout that entire period there 
has been naught said detrimental to his business integrity, and that he enjoys 
the respect and confidence of his patrons is shown in his rapidly increasing 
business. 

JACOB P. ELLSWORTH. 

IIC trust The worth and fidelity of Jacob P. Ellsworth in positions of pub:' 
is indicated in the fact that he has served continuously as assistant supervisor 
of his township since 1902. All those activities which effect the municipal wel- 
fare, the intellectual and moral progress and the material development of West- 
ville receive his endorsement and support and in the town he is also known 
as an enterprising general merclhant. 
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vermilion county numbers Mr. Ellsworth among her native sons. H e  was 
born January 8, 1847, of the marriage of Sylvanus T. and Zarelda (Graves) 
Ellsworth, who were natives of Miami county, Ohio, and of Kentucky respec- 
tively. The father was a resident of the Buckeye state during his youth and 
early manhood and there engaged in farming and logging until 1840, when 
he made a trip to Illinois, visiting Vermilion county. Soon afterward he re- 
turned to Ohio but again made his way to Vermilion county, believing that ex- 
cellent opportunities were here offered. It  was in this district that he married 
Miss Zarelda Graves and later removed with his family to Lewistown, Illinois, 
where he remained for  a year. He  then returned to Vermilion county and for 
about three years resided in Georgetown township, while in 1854 he settled 
in Catlin township, making his home there throughout his remaining days save 
for a period of two years spent with his daughter in Westville. Farming was 
his life work and the energy and diligence with which he prosecuted his labors 
led to his success. H e  started out empty handed but came into the possession 
of a comfortable competence as the reward of his unremitting industry. H e  
died August 12, 1901, having for about fourteen years survived his wife. who 
passed away in 1887. 

Their family numbered seven children: Mary E., the wife of Israel Bur- 
roughs, of Danville; Margaret, who became the wife of iiilliam Currants and 
died in 1885; Jacob P., of this review; Sarah, the wife of William D. Parker, 
a farmer living on section 6, Georgetown township; Eveline hf., the wife of 
George Watson, a contractor of Danville; Levi Lincoln, who married Minnie 
Hodge and is living on the old homestead in Catlin tolvnship; and Catherine, 
the wife of William C. Dukes, who was formerly engaged in the butchering 
business but is now a carpenter of Georgetown. 

Jacob P. Ellsworth, as has been seen, is a representative of one of the old- 
est pioneer families of Vermilion county and is himself one of its early settlers, 
having for sixty-three years resided here. He  has therefore witnessed the 
greater part of its growth and development and at all times has rejoiced in 
what has been accomplished for its improvement. The public schools afforded 
him his educational privileges and later he engaged in teaching in the McMil- 
Ian school in Danville township in 1870. The following year he became the 
teacher in the Brooks Point school and in the winter of 1872 was engaged to  
teach the Rouse school, after which he returned to the Mchlillan school for one 
term. He proved a capable educator, having the faculty of interesting the 
children in their studies and maintaining discipline as well. 

Mr. Ellsworth lived for a time on the old home farm and in 1871 took up 
his abode in \Vestville, since which time he has been connected with the up- 
building and improvement of the town. H e  erected the first store building 
here and engaged in general merchandising for a short time. In 1880 he 
again entered the mercantile field but after a brief period once more sold out. 
H e  then followed farming until 1889, when he began clerking in the Kelly store 
of Westville, remaining there for two years. Since 1891 he has engaged in 
business on his own account. erecting a store building in which he has since 
carried a large and well selected general line of goods. His fair dealing and 
earnest desire to please his patrons have constituted the salient features in his 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



84 HIS,TORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

success, bringing him a liberal patronage. He is still connected with agricul- 
tural pursuits as the owner of seventy acres of land in Georgetown township 
and one hundred and ten acres of the home farm in Catlin township. His  
business interests are capably conducted and at all times he has recognized and 
utilized the opportunities for success. 

Mr. Ellsworth was united in marriage, in this county, to Miss Sarah 
O'Neal, whose father, Isaac O'Neal, was a pioneer settler here. Mrs. Ells- 
worth died on the 21st of June, 1888, leaving two children: Austin, who wedded 
May Lash and is living near Westville; and Lola B. Mr. Ellsworth afterward 
married Miss Mary Donlon, a daughter of Anthony Donlon, formerly of Dan- 
ville, but now deceased. They have two sons: Ralph Anthony Sylvanus; and 
Harold Donald, born July 20, 1903. Their home in Westville is a hospitable 
one, always open for the reception of their many friends. 

Mr. Ellsworth belongs to the Christian church of Westville, while his wife 
is of the Catholic faith. His political endorsement is given to the republican 
party and he has been called to several local offices, serving as the first p l i ce  
magistrate of Westville, which position he filled for four years, while for eight 
years he has been assistant supervisor of his township. He was also a trustee 
of the village board for two years, retiring from that office in 1909. His genial 
qualities, his social disposition and his sterling worth have gained him many 
friends in this community and the high regard in which he is held merits his 
classification with the representative and honored citizens of his native county. 

WILLIAM MOORE. 

There are found many men whose industry has won them success-men 
who by their perseverance and diligence execute well defined plans which others 
have made-but the men who take the initiative are comparatively few. The 
vast majority do not see opportunity for the coordination of forces in the develop- 
ment of new, extensive and profitable enterprises, and therefore must follow 
along paths which others have marked out. In William Moore, however, the 
initiative spirit is strong. H e  has realized the possibility for the combination 
of forces and has wrought along the line of mammoth undertakings until he 
well deserves to be ranked among the captains of industry, being the strong 
center of the community in which he moves. 

A native of Ohio, Mr. Moore's birth occurred at West Bedford, Coshocton 
county, November 30, 1841, his parents being Silas and Mary Moore, the 
former a prominent farmer and capitalist of Spring Mountain, Ohio. The  youth- 
ful days of William Moore were spent upon his father's farm and after master- 
ing the branches of learning taught in the public schools he entered the Spring 
Mountain Seminary at Spring Mountain, Ohio, where he pursued a preparatory 
course, expecting to make this the foundation for the study of law. Events 
shaped his life otherwise however. The Civil war came on and text-books were 
abandoned for active service in the field. He  was only nineteen years of age 
when, in 1861, he responded to the country's call for troops, joining the army 
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on the 23d of April, just eleven days after the Confederate forces made their 
attack upon Fort Sumter. The call under which he enlisted was for three months' 
troops. He  joined Company D. Sixteeiith Ohio Volunteer Infantry, as a private 
and was promoted to the rank of orderly sergeant. In  the following August he 
was honorably discharged by reason of the expiration of his term of service, 
but by this time it had been proven that the war was to  be no mere holiday 
affair and to the loyalty of the northern men an appeal was made to preserve 
the Union. Mr. Moore reenlisted on the gd of October, 1861, and was cam- 
missioned by Governor Denison a first lieutenant with authority to raise a com- 
pany. He secured his enlistments largely among the students of the Spring 
Mountain Seminary and the organization became known as Company I of Fifty- 
first Ohio Infantry under command of Colonel Stanley Matthew. With his 
company, Lieutenant Moore fought at Philippi, Perryville, Chickamauga, Look- 
out Mountain, Missionary Ridge and Ringgold, and in January, 1853, was pro- 
moted to a captaincy. His command suffered severely at  Chickamauga, half of 
the number being killed or wounded, while many of the remainder were captured. 
All of the regimental officers of the Fifty-first having been taken prisoners. 
Captain Moore, as ranking line officer. assumed command and with but a few 
men, bearing the regimental colors and the stand of rebel colors captured from 
a South Carolina regiment in the last charge, he cut through the rebel lines and 
safely reached Chattanooga the next day. It was a brave move and one which 
displayed superior knowledge of military tactics as well as unfaltering courage. 
Captain Moore on two different occasions was chosen for special service of 
a difficult and dangerous kind. H e  executed his commission, however, with 
signal success and was complimented by his fellow and superior officers and 
also by the general in command of the army. Three years were given by him 
to the defense of the Union and in April, 1864, he retired from the army with 
the most creditable military record. 

While his early life was devoted to  farming, Captain Moore felt that com- 
mercial and industrial interests offered a broader field of activity and he be- 
came identified with the interests of Hoopeston in 1871. He had taken up his 
abode in Vermilion county in March, 1865, settling upon a farm in Grant town- 
ship of three hundred and twenty acres, which he had previously purchased. It  
was not long before his fellow townsmen recognized his ability and personal 
worth, and in 1866 elected him to the office of justice of the peace, which he 
filled for eight years, and was also chosen collector of Grant township in 1867 
and acted in that capacity for three years, while from 1866 until 1872 he was 
school treasurer. The cause of education has ever found in him a stalwart 
champion and for several years he was officially connected with the Hoopeston 
public schools, his energy and enterperise being largely responsible for the erec- 
tion of the first imposing and substantial school building in the city, which was 
completed at a cost of about twenty-five thousand dollars. Mr. Moore was 
strongly opposed in his efforts in this direction, but he had firm faith in the ulti- 
mate development of the town and time has proven his wisdom, for today 
Hoopeston has several schools equally commodious and excellent in construction. 
He has also served as a member of the Hoopeston Library Association since its 
organization and no movement for the benefit of the city fails to receive his 
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endorsement and cooperation. In fact, he is the moving spirit in many projects 
for the general good and his efforts have indeed been far-reaching, effective and 
beneficial. 

While never neglecting in the slightest degree any public duty devolving 
upon him, he has yet made business activities his chief interest and by reason 
of his ramifying Susiness connections the name of Hoopeston has largely be- 
came known throughout the entire country. He first became identified with real- 
estate operations in Hoopeston in laying out the Moore and Brown addition, 
utilizing for this purpose fifty acres of land which he had purchased here at 
an early day. For the more satisfactory management of his real-estate interests 
he took up his abode in Hoopeston in April, 1872, and has since operated more 
or less extensively in realty here, although this by no means compasses the ex- 
tent of his activities. He was for a time a member of the real-estate firm of 
Moore & Brown and later became the senior member of the well known firm 
of Moore, McFerren & Seavey, whose sales for the year beginning March, 1874, 
amounted to two hundred and thirty-five thousand dollars. S o t  only did this 
firm handle Hoopeston property but also became proprietors of large land in- 
terests in Arkansas, Mississippi, Tennessee and other southern states. 

Recognizing the fact that the upbuilding of every city depends not so muckl 
upon the machinery of government nor the men controlling the public policy 
as upon the establishment and conduct of extensive business enterprises, Mr. 
Moore has done much to make Hoopeston the commercial center which it is today. 
H e  became one of the investors in the stock of the Illinois Canning Company, 
soon after its organization and later was made general manager and is now the 
president of this corporation with N. S. Cutright, of Peoria, as vice president; 
W. A. Miskimin as secretary; and Earl Liebster as treasurer. He originated 
and executed the plans for forming the Union Tin Can Company, of which he 
became stock-holder and director and of which he was the president when the 
company was merged into the American Can Company. In was organized in 1892 
and capitalized for forty thousand dollars. The progressive methods of Mr. 
Moore and his associates are indicated by the fact that when the business was 
sold in 1900 it returned to the owners one million dollars, the original stock- 
holders retaining their respective interests as paid up stock. In other sections 
of the country. Mr. Moore has also largely operated along industrial and man- 
ufacturing lines, and different communities have profited greatly by his business 
activity. He became connected with Mr. McFerren at Memphis, Tennessee, 
in the ownership of an extensive enterprise conducted under the style of the 
Moore & McFerren Box & Lumber Company, of which Mr. Moore is the 
managing partner. These gentlemen are also proprietors of a double band saw- 
mill, box factory and planing mills at Memphis, which has an extensive capacity 
and they are also the owners of a large sawmill at Luxora, Arkansas, a saw- 
mill on Pittrnan's island, another at  \Voodstock, Mississippi, and still others, 
all of which have a large capacity. They own over thirty thousand acres of 
timber land in Arkansas and to facilitate the development of their properties 
and get the lumber products to the market they have built railways. Mr. Moore 
has also secured donations for the two railroads which enter Hoopeston and 
was a member of the committee for obtaining the right of way for the Lake 
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Erie & Western Railroad through Vermilion county. As the years have passed 
his efforts have been extended into other fields and he is now one of the directors 
of the H. 0. Company of Buffalo, New York; of the Federal Life Insurance 
Company, of Chicago; and of the Gibson Canning Company, of Gibson City, 
Illinois. His activities have been of constantly broadening scope and he has 
never feared to venture where favoring opportunity has led the way. 

Mr. Moore has been married twice. In Coshocton county, Ohio, on the 
26th of February, 1865, he wedded Louisa J. Miller, a daughter of Robert and 
Susanna Miller. On the 2d of March, 1892, in Chicago, he married Miss Anna 
Hamilton, a daughter of Enhraim and Celia D. Hamilton. Her father was a 
prominent merchant a t  Ash Grove, Illinois, in the early days, and her brother 
Isaac Miller Hamilton is now president of the Federal Life Insurance Com- 
pany of Chicago. The children of Mr. bloore are: Winfield S., who married 
Jennie Jones and is living at Hoopeston, Illinois; Claude H., who married Hattie 
Marsh and resides at  Memphis, Tennessee; and Cora LI., the wife of Dr. E. E. 
Haines, of Memphis. The Moore residence is one of the palatial homes of 
Hoopeston. 

Mr. and Mrs. Moore belong to the Methodist church and he is a Knight 
Templar Mason, in thorough sympathy ~vith the beneficent spirit of the craft, 
H e  served as the first high priest of Hoopeston Chapter, R. -A. 11.) in 1877. 
H e  is now president of the Commercial Club of Hoopeston and during his con- 
nection with the organization has cooperated in its various projects for the im- 
provement and upbuilding of the city. His political allegiance is given to the 
republican party and he has consented to senTe in some municipal offices, so 
that the city has had the benefit of his sound judgment and broad experience in 
the conduct of municipal business. H e  has ever displayed an aptitude for suc- 
cessful management of affairs of great magnitude and possesses marked ability 
in coordinating forces and combining seemingly diverse elements into a harmonious 
whole. Moreover, his business activities have ever balanced up with the prin- 
ciples of truth and honor. His methods have ever been of a constructive char- 
acter and his business interests have never sacrificed the rights and privileges 
of others. He  has built along legitimate lines and the various extensive enter- 
prises which he has fostered and promoted have constituted an element of worth 
in the communities where they are located. 

HENRY RI. BLAIR. 

Henry M. Blair, for twenty-eight years past a merchant of West Xewen 
and well known as a representative citizen of Vermilion county, was born in 
Newel1 township, November 10, 1861, and is a son of Samuel and Mary (Cossi- 
art) Blair, also natives of this county, who are still living at the old horne- 
stead in Newel1 township. The subject of this review is the eldest of six 
children. born to his parents, the narnes of the other members of the family 
being: Robert E. Lee, of Salem, Illinois; Clara, now Mrs. Imin Cunningham, 
of Newel1 township; and Flora A., FrankIin and Arthur, dl three of whom 
are deceased. 
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Henry M. Blair remained upon the home farm until he was twenty-one 
years of age. He received his education in the district schools but after ar- 
riving at his majority decided that he preferred mercantile life to farming 
and became connected with general merchandising at West Newel1 in 1882. By 
application and good judgment he has been successful in his chosen vocation 
and has met with the reward that is the result of properly applied industry. Ha 
also operates the grain elevator at West NeweIl and is recognized by his as- 
sociates as a substantial and competent business man, \vllose word is as good 
as his bond and whose record has been untarnished. 

In  November, 1889, Mr. Blair was happily united in marriage to Miss Katie 
Campbell, of Vermilion county, a daughter of Horace and Elizabeth (Delay). 
Campbell, who were both born in Illinois and died in this state. Mrs. Blair 
was born in 1860 and has always proved to her husband a faithful and de- 
voted wife. Three children have blessed their union: Lucile, now a student 
of the high school; Mabel and Helen. 

Mr. Blair is identified with the democratic party and has always shown 
the interest of a patriotic citizen in voting for the measures which he considers of 
most vital importance to the state and the Union. While not an office-seeker, he has 
served as township clerk, commissioner of highways and as member of the 
school board. He is a member of the United Brethren churcl~ and is in hearty 
sympathy with all movements, moral or religious, that aim to improve the 
character of the individual or  to elevate the standard of society. The head of 
a happy family, Mr. Blair has been fortunate in his life work and is a good 
example of an American citizen, actuated by worthy ideals which he has success- 
fully applied in the practical duties of life. 

JOHN McVEY. 

John McVey, who was a gallant soldier in the Civil war and is now living 
retired at Tilton, Vermilion county, after a long and useful career, first saw 
the light of day in County Longford, Ireland, in 1837. H e  is a son of John 
McVey who, seeking better opportunities than the Emerald isle afforded, came 
with his family to America in 1852. He had received a fair educadoi~ in the 
old country and was fifteen years of age when he landed under the stars and 
stripes. The father was a minor and the first year after arriving in this coun- 
try he spent in the mines in Pennsylvania. Just as he was beginning to ex- 
perience the blessings of liberty in a republic, the head of the family was taken 
with a fatal illness and died, leaving his son to shift for himself. 

At sixteen years of age, among strangers, John McVey began the battle of 
life. He was blessed with strong arms and a brave heart and in the coal mines 
of Pennsylvania he found employment until 1857, when he came west and be- 
gan working in the mines of Vermilion county, Here he continued until Presi- 
dent Lincoln's call for soldiers to prevent the dissolution of the Union aroused 
the patriotism of young men a11 over the country and our subject enlisted in 
Company C, Twelfth Illinois Volunteers. serving from April to July, when 
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he was sent home sick. After recuperating for about a year he reenlisted, his 
name being found this time upon the rolls of Company C, One Hundred and 
Twenty-fifth Illinois Infantry. In this regiment he manfully served until the 
close of the war and participated in many of the great battles by which the 
Confederacy was finally overthrown. At the battle of Jonesboro he was wounded 
but soon recovered and rejoined his command. Having received an honorable 
discharge, he returned to Tilton and resumed work in the mines, also engaging 
in the mercantile business. In 1884 he erected a large store building con- 
taining ten bedrooms used by train men, as this place was a terminal of the 
Wabash Railway, and in this building conducted both a store and boarding 
house. At different times he invested in farm land which he sold at  a good 
profit and some years ago owned one hundred and forty acres of land north- 
west of Tilton. He now owns twenty-six acres of valuable property near the 
town and in his various financial operations has shown a sagacity that produced 
profitable returns. 

On July 2, 1870, Mr. McVey was happily united in marriage to Mrs. Julia 
Mullhattan, who has been to him a true wife and valued assistant. In the 
earlier years she ran the store while he worked in the mines and she also as- 
sisted in managing the boarding house. 

Mr. McVey has always been identified with the democratic party and in 
1881 a petition was circulated for his appointment as postmaster of Tilton. 
This position he held for twenty-six years, through various national adminis- 
trations, retiring after appointing an assistant to whom he also turned over 
his general store in 197. He  has served with credit to himself and his party 
in various local positions, among them as commissioner of highways and also 
as a member of the county board of supervisors. He was reared in the faith 
of the Catholic church and through life has been governed in an important de- 
gree by its teachings. He holds membership in the Knights of Columbus and 
the Grand Army of the Republic and for many years has been recognized as 
a public-spirited and enterprising citizen who, having made his own way in the 
world, recognizes the difficulties that others must overcome and is always ready 
and willing to assist those less fortunate than himself. He is a man of sterling 
qualities who is universally respected in this part of the county because he de- 
serves it. 

JAMES CHANDLER WOODBURY. 

James Chandler Woodbury, an attorney at law of Danville, is now enjoying 
an extensive and lucrative practice, which has come to him as the reward of 
earnest endeavor and recognized ability. He was born in this city on the 3Ist 
of January, 1870, and is a son of James Hazard and Sarah Jane (Chandler) 
Woodbury, both of whom are now deceased. The father, who was bm in Rip- 
ley county, Indiana, June 8, 1832, passed away January 28, 1885. During the 
latter part of his life he was actively engaged in the general insurance business. 
The mother of our subject died on the 7th of February, 1870. 
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Reared in the city of his birth, James Chandler Woodbury obtained his ele- 
mentary education in the public schools and later attended the Rose Polytechnic 
Institute at  Terra Haute, Indiana. He  afterward studied law under the direction 
of Judge Kirnbrough and was admitted to the bar in 1895. He  a t  once opened an 
office in DanviUe and has since engaged in practice in this city. His logical grasp 
of facts and principles of the law applicable to them has been a potent element 
in his success and a remarkable clearness of expression, an adequate and pre- 
cise diction, which enables him to make others understand not only the salient 
points of his argument but his fine gradation of meaning, may be accounted one 
of his most conspicuous gifts and accomplishments. 

&Ir.\Voodbury was married in Lovington, Illinois, March 18, 1891, to Miss 
Mertie L. Foster, a daughter of John A. and Adelia (Bicknell) Foster, honored 
early settlers of Moultrie county, Illinois. Mr. and Mrs. Woodbury have one 
son, BicknelI J., now fourteen years of age, attending the high school of Dan- 
ville. 

Mr. Woodbury votes independently but has taken quite an active interest in 
public affairs. He is today an honored member of the Vermilion County Bar 
Association and is also identified with the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks and the First Presbyterian church. He has attained an enviable position 
in the. ranks of the legal fraternity in this part of the state and in professional 
and social circles alike has won a host of warm friends. 

W. H. STARR, M. D. 
.$ 

Dr. W. H. Starr is the proprietor of the Starr Sanitarium, a private insti- 
tution, which is the only one of the kind in Danville. It fills a long-felt need 
here and its splendid modern equipment is an excellent supplement to the ability 
which is displayed in the care of the patients. Dr. Starr is a substantial repre- 
sentative of the medical fraternity here and his wide reading is constantly 
broadening his knowledge and promoting his efficiency. 

i Ie  was born in Vermilion county, May 26, 1876, and his parents, Jared R. 
and Mary (Potter) Starr, were also natives of this county. The former was 
a son of Solomon P. Starr, a native of New York, who came to Vermilion 
county in pioneer times and aided in the early development and progress of 
this part of the state. Several of his sons served as soldiers in the Civil war 
and both Barney and Philip died on the field of battle, thus giving their lives 
as a ransom to their country. Solomon P. Starr followed the occupation of 
farming and the same pursuit claimed the attention of Jared R. Starr. The 
latter has devoted his entire life to general agricultural pursuits and is now 
living about eight miles from Danville. His wife was a daughter of William 
Potter, who came to  Vermilion county in early days, so that Dr. Starr of this 
review is descended from two of the old pioneer families of Illinois. 

In the public schools Dr. Starr began his education and afterward attended 
the Green Cdlege at  Hoopeston. H e  later took up the study of medicine and 
was graduated from the St. Louis College of Physicians and Surgeons in June, 
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1904. H e  afterward spent one year in Jefferson Hospital in St. Louis and 
the broad and practical training which he there received splendidly qualified 
him for the onerous duties which have devolved upon him in the private prac- 
tice of his profession. In  1905 he came to Danville, where he has since been 
located, and was engaged in general practice here until the spring of 1908, when 
he opened a private hospital, which he called the Starr Sanitarium. For this 
purpose he first rented the old Wilkins residence on Hazel street and as suc- 
cess attended him and the future looked bright, hebuilt the present sanitarium 
which is a modern structure, containing twenty-two roans, which are fitted up 
with all the conveniences that promote medical and surgicaI praqice and aid in 
the success of the work. I t  is the only institution of the kind in the city and 
has proved a valuable addition to the community. The utmost care is given to 
all cases and the constantly increasing ability of Dr. Starr enables the institution 
to  do gmd service for its patrons. 

In  December, 1899, Dr. Starr was married to Miss Bertha Justus, a native 
of Vermilion county and a daughter of George Justus, who for many years was 
a merchant of Danville, after which he removed to Potomac, where he remained 
in business until his death. His wife bore the maiden name of Hannah Swisher 
and was a native of Vermilion county. The Starr family consists of two sons. 
Byron Justus and Jared R. Dr. Starr belongs to the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows and to the Country Club. H e  has those personal qualities which make 
for popularity and has gained many friends outside of professional circles. H e  
keeps in close touch with profession through comprehensive reading and re- 
search, and his ability in his chosen calling is pronounced. 

AMOS SEYMOUR. 

Amos Seymour, owner of a fine farm of one hundred and thirty-five acres 
in Oakwood township, and now living retired in the village of Oakwood, was 
born near Crawfordsville, Indiana, February 3, 1846. H e  is a son of Hutton 
and Eveline (Allen) Seymour, his father a native of Virginia and his mother of 
Kentucky. When the subject of our review was ten years of age his parents 
removed to Vermilion county, Illinois, and located upon a farm, the father at 
the time of his death! February 25, 1882, being the owner of one hundred and 
twenty acres, which he had acquired by years of industry. The mother departed 
this life in 1898. Nine children were born to them: Susan and William, who 
are deceased; Anna; Amos; Frances, now living at Rossville, Iowa; America, 
also Iiving at Rossville; Mary L., living in southern Illinois; Phoebe E., of Ver- 
milion county; and Richard, who also lives in Vermilion county. 

Amos Seymour was reared upon the home farm and educated in the district 
schools. As a boy he showed a strong inclination for farming pursuits and under 
his father he became one of the capable and enterprising agriculturists of the 
region. H e  continued upon the home place and after the death of his parents 
came into possession of the homestead, which he has in many respects improved 
by the application of up-to-date methods, and the farm now comprises one hun- 
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dred and thirty-five acres under a high state of cultivation. In 199 he retired 
to Oakwood, where he owns one of the finest residences in the town. 

O n  the 4th of March, 1900, Mr. Seymour was united in marriage to Mrs. 
Sarah I. (Hewitt) B a ~ a t t a ,  and four children resulted from the union: Mary 
A., the wife of Fred Biggs; Taylor C., a resident of Vermilion county; and 
Charles and Harley, twins, who dide in infancyff. Mrs. Seymour is a daughter 
oi Eli M. and Artinetia (Hdston) Hewitt, natives of Ohio and Indiana, re- 
spe~cvely. Mr. Hewitt was an early settler of Illinois and was a soldier in the 
Union army at the time of the Civil war, receiving a wound which caused his 
death. His widow is now living in O a k w d  township at the age of seventy- 
five years. She is the mother of three children, Sarah I., Charles Wesley and 
Eli F. Mrs. Seymour is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church and has 
proven to her husband a loving and helpful coinpanion. 

Mr. Seymour gives his support to the democratic party and is affiliated with 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, whose principles of helpfulness have 
always found in his heart a cordial response. He is now living in the enjoyment 
of the results of many years of patient industry and on account of his high 
character and faithful discharge of his obligations he has earned the respect of 
the community where he has been known for more than half a century and 
where he has contributed his share toward the permanent welfare of those with 
whom he has been associated. 

LAFAYETTE GOODWINE. 

Lafayette Goodwine is one of the extensive landowners of Vermilion county 
who in the spring of 1910 retired from active farming and now has leisure to 
engage in those activities which are merely a source of pleasure and interest. 
The creditable position to which he has attained as one of the men of d u e n c e  
in Vermilion county is attributable to his own labors, the careful direction of 
his business affairs and to judicious investment. 

H e  is a native of the neighboring state of Indiana, his birth having oc- 
curred at Jordan township, Warren county, on the 27th of February, 1846. H e  
is a son of Harrison and Isabelle (Charlton) Goodwine, the former a native 
of Kentucky and the latter of Ireland. Settling in Warren county, Indiana, 
they became well known residents of that district, the father devoting his life 
to farming and stock-raising. 

Lafayette Goodwine pursued his education in the district schools of his na- 
tive county and through the periods of vacation assisted his father to the age 
of eighteen years. In 1563 he enlisted as a member of Company K, Eleventh 
Indiana Cavalry, for his patriotic nature was aroused by the continued attempt 
of the south to overthrow the Union. He continued in active service for two 
years and was engaged in a number of important battles, being mustered out 
on the 15th of September, 1865, at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. When the war 
was over and the country no longer needed his military aid, he returned to his 
home in Indiana, where he remained for about two years. His father then 
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offered to give him one hundred and sixty acres of land in Vermilion county 
but Mr. Goodwine did not care to engage in farming then. Finally, however- 
he compromised by purchasing the land from his father and in 1867 came to 
Vermilion county, settling four miles southeast of Hoopeston. During the first 
few years in which he carried on agricultural pursuits here he barely made ex- 
penses but never gave up, displaying the strong determination which is cme of 
his marked characteristics and which has enabled him to attain success where 
many a man of less resolute spirit would have failed. Gradually his farm be- 
came more and more productive and his finanical returns proportionately 
greater. Thus from time to time he added to his land until he had eight hun- 
dred and forty acres of as fine farm property as is to be found in Illinois. He 
continued in active farming until the spring of 1910, when he leased four hun- 
dred acres of his land to a canning company and also rented the remainder, the 
rental therefrom bringing him a most gratifying annual income. He is now 
living retired save for the supervision which he gives to his property interests. 
Tfiis land, which he purchased in the early days, has increased tenfold in value 
and is now worth at least one hundred and seventy-5-v-e :'Jol!ars per acre. 

On the 12th of November, 1866, Mr. Goodwine was married to Miss Ann 
Wagoner, a daughter of Steven and Julia Ann Wagoner, who resided in Iroquois 
and Vermilion counties; but both are now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Goodwine 
have one daughter, Julia Ann, the wife of Edward Norton, of Hoopeston. 

The family are prominent smially, the hospitality of the best homes of 
Hoopeston and the county being cordially extended them. Mr. Goodwine main- 
tains pleasant relations with his old army comrades through his membership 
in the Grand Army of the Republic and manifests the same loyalty to the old 
flag that he did when following it upon southern battlefields. Since age con- 
ferred upon him the right of franchise he has voted with the republican party 
and regards its principles as essential elements in good government. While now 
one of the prosperous men of Vermilion county, his enviable financial po!;ition 
is attributable entirely to his own efforts. In America "labor is king," and he 
found that diligence and determination would overcome obstacles and difficulties 
and bring substantial returns. His life work is measured in tangible ternis of 
success, and his position also represents effort of a most honorable character, 
his prosperity never being gained at the sacrifice of another's interests, 

0. P. CLARK. 

0. P. Clark, cashier of the First National Bank of Georgetown and well 
known in financial circles in Vermilion county, was born in Montgomery county, 
Indiana, on the 17th of February, 1867, and is a son of J. G. Clark, president of 
the bank, of whom mention is made on another page of this volume The family 
removed to Vermilion county in 1871, when 0. P. Clark was a little lad of 
four years. He was reared upon the home farm, early becoming familiar 
with the duties and labors that fall to the lot of the agriculturist. He  first at- 
tended the country schools but ambitious for further education entered the Ver- 
milion Academy, from which he was graduated in 1884. He was afterward a 
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student in Earlham College at Richmond, Indiana, for four years, and was gradu- 
ated with the degree of Bachelor of Science in 1889. In 1910 he was appointed 
a member of the board of trustees of that school. After leaving school he en- ' 

gaged in teaching in Vermilion county for  a year and for two years followed the 
'same profession in Bartholomew county, Indiana. 

In April, 1892, Mr. Clark came to Georgetown and entered a private bank, 
which was reorganized as the First National Bank in 1900, he becoming 
cashier a t  that time. He has remained in that position for ten years and has 
established himself firmly in public regard as one of the leading and reliable finan- 
ciers of the county. He is also president of the First National Bank of West- 
ville, which he purchased in December, 1905, while A. L. Somers is filling the 
position of cashier, and J. Frank Heyworth that of vice president. Mr. Clark 
has also operated in real estate, owning and controlling property in Georgetown 
a n d  in Westville. He has laid out additions in both towns and in all matters of 
,business displays sound judgment and unremitting industry. These qualities 
have carried him forward to success and made him one of the leading citizens 
of the part of the county in which he operates. 

In  1893 Mr. Clark was united in marriage to Miss Ada E. Elliott, a native 
of Elwood township, this county, and a daughter of John M. Elliott, who was 
prominent in county affairs, being very active in political circles. His occupa- 
tion was that of farming. H e  married Sarah M. Mendenhall, whose father, 
.John Mendenhall, was one of the early residents of this part of the state. Seven 
?children have been born unto Mr. and Mrs. Clark, namely; Ruth, Elma, Zola, 
'John, Mary, Orren and Iola. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Clark are members of the Society of Friends and come 
of ancestry connected with the sect. His fraternal relations are with the Masons, 
the Knights of Pythias and the Modern Woodmen of America, and he is loyal 
rto the teachings of all these different organizations. He is active in politics, 
serving for years as chairman of the township committee, and for a long period 
bas been a delegate to nearly every state convention. He has firm faith in the 
principles of the party and their ultimate triumph and does all in his power to 
secure their adoption. H e  is recognized as a prominent factor in Georgetown, 
his influence being felt along many lines which affect the public welfare. 

HENRY B. JONES. 

Henry B. Jones, who spent his last days in Danville and enjoyed the respect 
and good-will of all who knew him, was a representative of one of the old pioneer 
families that settled in the district now included in western Indiana and eastern 
Illinois. The matema1 grandfather was Wright Taylor, a soldier of the war of 
i1812. Our subject's father was Hiram Jones, a native of North Carolina, who, 
'after arriving at years of maturity, wedded Sarah Taylor, a native of Kentucky. 
*They were married in the Blue Grass state in 1819 and soon afterward crossed 
the Ohio river into Indiana and took up their abode on Otter creek in 
tVigo county. The following winter they removed to Fountain county, Indiana, 
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settling at the forks of Cold creek, and two years later Hiram Jones purchased 
the land upon which the town of Rob Roy now stands. He  afterward sold that 
property to J. I. Foster but was for some time there engaged in general agricul- 
tural pursuits. H e  lived to witness much of the growth and development of his 
part of the county and continued a respected and valued resident of the com- 
munity until his death, which occurred on the 16th of January, 1878. His wife 
survived him for only a brief period and passed away on the 11th of July of the 
same year. 

Henry B. Jones was born in Fountain county, Indiana, upon the home farm 
on which he spent the gerater part of his life. H e  was educated in the schools 
there and through the periods of vacation worked in the fields, early becoming 
'familiar with all the duties and labors that fall to the lot of the agriculturist. 
#As the years passed on he began farming on his own account and throughout 
his active life was identified with the work of tilling the soil and cultivating the 
crops. He kept in touch with progressive methods of farming and his property 
gave evidence in its thrifty appearance of his careful supervision and practical 
methods. 

On the 17th of February, 1861, Mr. Jones was married to Miss Joanna D. 
Meeker, a daughter of Usual H. Meeker. She was born March 18, 1842, and by 
her marrige became the mother of two sons: Lorenzo, now living in Danville; 
and Oliver M., who is a graduate of the law department of the Michigan Univer- 
sity at Ann Arbor. He also lives in this city, with office in the McDonald build- 
ing. 

The father of Mrs. Jones was Usual H. Meeker, a native of Tompkins 
county, New York, born on the 12th of October, 1811. In the early days he 
purchased some government land in Fountain county, Indiana, and in 1832 made 
a trip on horseback to the west to look at his property. In  1836 he removed to 
that county and as the years passed by invested more and more largely in land 
until he had extensive property interests. He also became one of the prominent 
men of the county and was more or less active in public life. For the last twenty 
years of his life he engaged in loaning money and bought and sold much land, 
his investments being very judiciously made. On the 27th of November, 1831, 
he was united in marriage to Miss Sallie Dudley and they reared a large family 
of children, including Joanna D. Meeker, now the widow of Hen j B. Jones. 

In  his business affairs Henry B. Jones displayed sound judgment and unfal- 
tering industry and became a very successful farmer and stock-raiser. H e  owned 
a productire and valuable tract of land of five hundred and thirty-five acres 
situated in Shawnee township, Fountain county. There he lived for some time 
and his carefully controlled interests brought h;m substantial prosperity. He 
kept everything upon his place in good repair, had substantial buildings there 
and utilized the latest improved machinery to facilitate the work of the fields. 
At  length he removed to  Danville in 1903, retiring from active business, his re- 
maining days being spent in the enjoyment of well earned rest. , 

In politics Mr. Jones was ever a stalwart republican, giving unwavering sup- 
port to the party and its principles, for he believed that its platform contained 
the best elements of good government. He served as a trustee of Shawnee 
township from 1870 until 1876 and his duties as such were discharged with 
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promptness and fidelity. His fraternal relations were with the Masons and he 
was an active member of the Methodist Episcopal church, doing all in his power 
to promote its growth and extend its influence. His life was in many respects 
exemplary and when he passed away on the 29th of March, 1904, the community 
felt the IGSS of a worthy citizen and one who merited the high regard in which 
he was uniformly held. 

GEORGE SANDERSON TALLMAN. 

Through a residence of thirty years in and near Hoopeston, George Sander- 
son Tallman firmly entrenched himself in the affection and regard of those with 
whom he came in contact, while his business ability gained him a place among the 
representative and valued residents of the community. H e  was born near 
Hamilton, Ontario, on the 4th of January, 1841, a son of Sheppard and Chris- 
tina (Althouse) Tallman, both of whom were descended from early Pennsyl- 
vania farmers who in colonial days were established in the Keystone state. The 
Tallmans were of English descent, while the Althouse family came of Penn- 
sylvania Dutch ancestry. About 1838 the parents of George S. Tallman re- 
moved to Canada, and the father became a prominent and influential farmer 
there. 

George Sanderson Tallman acquired his education in his native country, 
although his opportunities in that direction were somewhat limited, for he was 
dnly nine years of age when his father died, after which he assisted his brothers 
on the farm in order to support the family, attending school only through the 
winter months when his services were not needed in the work of the fields. 
H e  remained upon the old home farm in Canada until twenty-five years of age, 
when he sold his interest in the place to his eldest brother, Joe Tallman, and 
came to the middle west with another brother, Sheppard Tallman. Illinois was 
their destination and they settled in Minonk, Woodford county, in 1868. The 
subject of this review leased a farm there and continued its cultivation for 
about eight years, during which period he carefully saved his earnings until 
his industry and economical expenditure had brought him sufficient capital to 
enable him to purchase land. 

In  1876 Mr. Tallman removed to Vermilion county and invested in a 
farm near the site of Hoopeston. He  there carried on general agricultural 
pursuits until about a year prior to his death, when he retired from active busi- 
ness life and removed to Hoopeston, seIling his farm. While actively engaged 
in agricultural pursuits he was known as a diligent, enterprising man, whose 
labors brought substantial results. Whatever he undertook he carried for- 
ward to successful completion and he realized that progressive methods were 
an element in his financial advancement. H e  practiced the rotation of crops 
and utilized the latest improved machinery to  facilitate the work of the fields, 

' 

which in due time became very prductive, returning to  him substantial har- 
vests annually. On  his retirement a year prior to his death he removed to 
Hoopeston, having sold his farm. 
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I t  was on the 13th of December, 1871, that Mr. Tallman was united in 
marriage in Milford, Illinois, to Miss Sarah J. Peterson, a daughter of Samuel 
and Jane (Padoa) Peterson, who removed to western Indiana from New 
Jersey in 1856 and later took up their abode in Woodford county, Illinois, her 
father becoming a well known and wealthy farmer of that locality, but in the 
latter years of his life lived retired. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Tallman were born 
two children: Hattie A., the wife of IV. J. Willis, a farmer of Vermilion county, 
by whom she had four children, Muriel Mr., Fern A., Frank G. and Thena, now 
deceased; and Alice B., who is at home with her mother. 

The death of Mr. Tallman occurred in Hoopeston, February 20, 1906, after 
a residence of thirty years in this county. He was a republican in his political 
support for many years but later aided in the prohibition movement. For over 
twenty-five years he was a member of the Baptist church and conformed his life 
to its teachings. He was very fond of horses and always kept a number of 
fine animals. He was a lover of music, that art contributing much to his en- 
joyment. He had also high appreciation for the social amenities of life but 
prized abol-e all else his home and the companionship of his wife and daughters. 
He rejoiced in his success because it enabled him to provide them iiritn the 
comfort; of life, and he ever sought their welfare before his owp, regarding 
no personal sacrifice on his part too great if it would promote the happiness 
of his family. 

WALTER JOHN BOOKWALTER. 

l\Talter John Bookwalter is prominently connected with that profession which 
has an important bearing upon the progress and stable prosperity of any section 
or community and one which has long been considered as conserving the public 
welfare by furthering the ends of justice and maintaining individual rights. In 
June, 1906, he entered upon the practice of law at Danville, where his ability 
has already gained for him a large clientele of an important character. 

He is one of Danville's native sons, his birth occurring on the 8th of February, 
1882, and his parents are Ferdinand and Hannah hl. (Meeker) Bookwalter. 
During his boyhood days he attended the public schools of this city and was 
graduated from the high school in ~p. Later he entered Michigan University, 
where he pursued a literary course of two years and also took up the study 
of law, being graduated from the latter department in I@. He was then ad- 
mitted to the bar and has since engaged in general practice in Danville, where 
he opened on office in June, 1906, under the firm name of Jones & Bookwalter. 
He is today regarded as one of the leading attorneys of the city and has estab- 
lished a very satisfactory practice. 

On the 20th of March, rgog. in Danville, was celebrated the marriage of 
Mr. Bookwalter to Miss Grace M. Balsley, a daughter of William A. Balsley, 
who is now a resident of Chicago but was for many years one of Vermilion 
county's honored citizens. This union has been blessed by one child, John M. 
Bookwalter, whose birth occurred February 20, 1910. 
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Mr. Bmkwalter is a Master Mason and an Elk and is also a member of the 
One Hundred Thousand Club. Religiously he hdds membership in the First: 
Presbyterian church and politically is identified with the republican party. He 
is interested in community affairs, taking an active and helpful part along many 
lines of general progress, and is today regarded as one of the leading and public- 
spirited citizens of his native city. He  is, however, preeminently a lawyer with 
a deep interest in judicial affairs, while his devotion to his client's interests is 
proverbial. 

JAMES M. COOK, JR. 

An excellent property of four hundred acres stood as a monument to tile in- 
dustry and well directed efiorts of James h1. Cook, Jr., xvl~en he was called to 
his final rest after many years devoted to agricultural pursuits. His entire Iife 
was spent within the borders of Vermilion county, Illinois, where his birth oc- 
curred on the 1st of March, 1841. He was a son of James and Susan (JIoyers) 
Cook, natives of Ohio, who came to VermiIion county at an early day, where 
they both died. Jn their family were eleven children. 

James M. Cook, Jr., was reared upon the home farm and to the common 
schools of this county is indebted for the educational advantages enjoyed dur- 
ing the period of his boyhood and youth. H e  early became familiar with the 
tasks that fall to the lot of the country lad as, during the summer months, he  
assisted in the work of the fields, and he gained thorough and comprehensive 
training in the various branches of agriculture, so that when he attained his 
majority he was well equipped for the practical and responsible duties that came 
to him upon entering the business world on his own account. He chose as his 
life work the occupation to which he had been reared, and from the beginning he 
prospered, his success coming to him as the logical result of industry, energy 
and perseverance. As he was able he  added to his property holdings until, at 
the time of his death, he was the owner of four hundred acres of rich and valu- 
able farm land which his widow has since sold for one hundred and sixty-five 
dollars per acre. He  early realized the fact that Iabor is the basis of all success 
and his close application ancl sound jud,ment enabled him to acquire a com- 
petency which, at the time of his demise, left his family in the comfortable cir- 
cumstances which they now enjoy. 

Mr. Cook was first married March g, 1862, to Miss Judith McCabe, a native 
of Indiana, who died May 22, 1876, leaving four children: Minnie, the wife of 
Ed Richards; Susie, the wife of John Nesbitt; Mdlie, the wife of Thomas 
Ruzie; and Daisy, the wife of Ed Nesbitt. Each of these daughters has two- 
children and all reside in Vermilion county. I t  was on the 18th of January, 
1877, that Mr. Cook was united in marriage io Miss Eliza J. Gerrard, who was- 
born in this county as were also her parents, Jacob and Sarah (Stephens) Ger- 
rard. who are now deceased. Their family consisted of eight children, which- 
number included Mrs. Cook, who by marriage became the mother of four chil- 
dren, as follows: Emerson, a resident of New Mexico; hi. deceased; Ethel:' 
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Othel, the wife of Frank Swann, of Colorado, by whom she has one son, Charles 
M., and Clarence A., yet at  home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cook were members of the Church of Christ, of Catlin, and 
it was in the faith of that church that Mr. Cook passed away, his death occurring 
November 4, 1894. He had been a stalwart democrat since age conferred upon 
him the right of franchise, and had been an active worker in party ranks, a t  the 
same time manifesting a deep interest in the public welfare of the community. 
His influence was ever upon the side of progress and improvement, and his 
salient qualities were those which make for honorable manhood and good citizen- 
ship, so that with his passing Vermilion county lost one of her honored and 
valued representatives. During the dark days of the Civil war he joined the 
boys in blue, enlisting in August, 1862, in Company K. One Hundred and 
Twenty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, of which company his brother George 
LIT. was captain. He  remained in the sen-ice until the close of the war and was 
promoted from corporal tc third sergeant and later to orderly sergeant. H e  
participated in the battles of Perryville, Chickamauga, Atlanta, Nashville, Jones- 
boro and in fact most of the engagements in which his regiment took part. 

Since her husband's death l l rs .  Cook has proven herself most capable in the 
management of the estate left by him, and personally conducts 211 business con- 
nected therewith. She has sold the property ~vhich he had acquired, realizing 
a handsome sum therefrom, and now makes her home in Catlin. She here owns 
a beautiful residence on 'l'ermilion street, which is \yell known by reason of its 
warm-hearted hospitality. She is a lady of most estimable traits, and during her 
residence in this city has won a circle of friends which is almost coestensive 
with the circle of her acquaintances. 

R. K. BYERLY. 

R. K. Byerly, the proprietor of the Catlin elevator, of which he became 
the owner in rgog. is in the conduct thereof doing a large shipping business, 
being one of the extensive grain dealers in this section of the county. Catlin town- 
ship claims him as a native son, his birth here occurring on the 3d of Septem- 
ber, 1878. H e  is a son of I. N. and Dicie (Goff) Eyerly, both natives of In- 
diana, who came to Illinois about 1870. They located in Catlin township, Ver- 
milion county, and continue to make this their home. 

Born and reared within the burders of Catlin township, R. K. Byerly at- 
tended the public schools here in the acquirement of his education and remained 
with his parents until. attaining his majority, when, seeking the oppo~iunities 
offered by the city, he left the farm and went to Chicago, where for about two 
years he was employed by the firm of Sears, Roebuck & Company. At  the ex- 
piration of that period he returned to Catlin township and was here married 
on the 18th of September, 1902, to Miss Alinna Benson, of Fairmont, Ver- 
milion county. Mrs. Byerly was one of four children born unto 0. C.  and 
Matilda Benson, natives of Sweden, who came to America at an early day. 
They were married in Danville, Illinois, and later removed to Fairmont, where 
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the mother passed away in August, 1907. The father survives and continues 
to make that city his home. 

After his marriage Mr. Byerly came to this city to take charge of the Cat- 
lin elevator and continued as its manager for two years when, in 1904, in com- 
pany with his wife, he made a trip to California, remaining upon the western 
coast for eighteen months. Upon his return he again assumed the manage- 
ment of the grain business, conducting its interests until IW, when he pur- 
chased the elevator and has since become one of the extensive dealers in grain 
in this locality, shipping about one hundred and fifty thousand bushels each 
year. He carefully studies grain conditions, keeping in close touch with the 
market, and thus knows when and where to buy and sell to the best advantage. 
and his keen business insight and careful management are proving salient ele- 
ments in a prosperity which is ranking him among the substantial business men 
of Catlin. 

Mr. and Mrs. Byerly hold membership in the Church of Christ at Catlin and 
occupy a high place in the social circles in which they move. Mr. Byerly is 
identified with Catlin Lodge, No. 538, I. 0. 0. F., in which he has filled all 
of the chairs, serving as its present secretary. Politically he is a republican, 
serving as a member of the village board, of which he was at one time treasurer. 
Reared amid the busy activities of rural life, his education being merely that 
covered by the curriculum of the common schools, his record is another illus- 
tration of the fact that success in the business world is not so much a matter 
of unusual characteristics or of fortunate circumstances but results rather from 
the development of one's latent powers and talents and from close application 
and ready utilization of opportunities such as are met with in the life of a1- 
most every individual. A man of upright character and honorable principles, 
his dealings with his fellowmen have ever conformed to the highest standard 
of commercial ethics, and he is honored and respected by all with whom he 
has come in contact. 

PHILIP CADLE. 

Philip Cadle is one of the prominent business men of Vermilion county. 
The owner of landed interests and extensively engaged in stock-raising, he is 
the proprietor of the Ideal Stock Farm, cozprlsing about one thousand acres 
on the Attica road, about two and one-half miles from the town of Rossville. 
No commercial enterprise is more carefully organized o r  more systematicaily 
controlled than are the farming and stock-raising interests of Philip Cadle, 
upon whose place are a large number of employes, each in charge of especially 
assigned tasks. In all of his business interests Mr. Cadle displays keen dis- 
crimination, and his unfaltering energy has enabled him to overcome all the 
difficulties and obstacles in his path and work his way steadily upward. 

A native of England, he was born on the 22d of February, 1849, and is a 
son of George and Elizabeth (Saunders) Cadle, who came with their family 
to the new world in 1853 and made their way direct to Attica, Indiana. The 
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father was a well educated man whose keen intelligence enabled him to recog- 
nize and take advantage of the opportunities that offered. H e  was a farmer 
by occupation and after arriving in this country worked on the Wabash Rail- 
road for about a year. He afterward purchased land in Vermilion county, 
Illinois, devoting a considerable period to general agricultural pursuits, after 
which he retired to private life, enjoying in the evening of his days a well 
earned rest. His original holdings were one hundred and sixty acres. When 
he had converted that tract into an improved farm he sold it and invested in 
two hundred and ten acres of land near Ogden, Illinois. Later he sold that 
property and removed to Homer, Illinois, where his last days were passed, his 
death occurring in 1892, while his wife passed away in 1890, at the age of 
seventy-seven years. During the period of their residence in Illinois their good 
qualities had gained them many warm friends and they were ranked with the 
leading and representative citizens of the community. 

Philip Cadle, a little lad of four years when brought to ;he new world, be- 
gan his education as a pupil in the public schools of Indiana and through the 
periods of vacation he worked upon the home farm. He accompanied his par- 
ents on their removal to Illinois and continued his studies in the district schools 
near his father's home. The training at farm labor was comprehensive, bring- 
ing him into close touch with all the branches of farm work, so that his practi- 
cal understanding thereof enables him to wisely direct the labors of those who 
now serve him. In 1869, when he was twenty years of age, he began operating 
the home farm on shares, his father giving him a horse which, however, was 
the only assistance that he received. The following year he left home and 
rented a tract of land in Ross township, planting two hundred acres to corn. 
Success attended him in the venture and for four years he remained upon that 
property, his labors being attended with substantial success. He then turned 
his attention to the cattle business, purchasing a herd of one hundred head and 
thus started in a stock-raising enterprise which has become one of extensive 
proportions. In 1878 he purchased his present home place, comprising three 
hundred and eighty-one acres of land and by close application and good man- 
agement since that time he has steadily progressed financially and is today one 
of the extensive landowners and one of the most successful stock-raisers of 
the county, his landed possessions aggregating over one thousand, three hundred 
acres. There are eight tenant houses and nine families upon the farm and Mr. 
Cadle is recognized as one of the most prominent stock-farmers of Vermilion 
county. He is also engaged in loaning money and the various branches of his 
business are proving a source of gratifying profit. 

On the 27th of October, 1875, Mr. Cadle was married to Miss America 
Seymour, a daughter of Hutten Seymour. The family numbers four children: 
Lilian, now the wife of Hays Ross; Maud, the wife of Samuel Miller; George 
S., who married Alma Briggs and has one son, John Philip; and Dora, at home. 
The family attend the Methodist Episcopal church, of which Mr. Cadle has 
been a member from the age of sixteen years. He has taken an active and 
helpful part in church work, has guided his life by its principles and for a long 
period has served as one of the elders in the church. His political endorse- 
ment is given to the republican party and on several occasions he has been called 
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to serve in local offices, acting as supervisor of the county for four years, as 
clerk and president of the school board for thirteen years and as school trus- 
tee. He  has ever manifested a deep and helpful interest in those projects which 
are of vital significance to the welfare of the community and his cooperation 
therein has been far-reaching and beneficial. His is a notable record of a self- 
made man who, achieving a large measure of success, has in all his life record 
no esoteric chapters. His course has at all times conformed to strict business 
principles and honorable methods, his path never being strewn with the wreck 
of other men's fortunes. His business integrity as well as his prosperity forms 
the fitting crown of a well spent life. 

JOHN WESLEY CREIGHTON. 

John Wesley Creighton, a prosperous farmer of Vermilion county and well 
known for many years as a thresher of grain, also has talents in other lines that 
have reflected credit upon himself and those with whom he has been associated. 
He was born in Rochester, Sangamon county, Illinois, February 4, 1858, and is 
a son of Isaac L. and Comfort Ellen (Cary) Creighton. When he was a year 
old his parents left Sangamon county and went to Ohio, locating near Marietta, 
where they remained until 1865. Returning to Illinois, they took up their resi- 
dence on a farm near Armstrong, where the subject of this review continued 
until 1882. From that place he went to Hitchcock, Dakota, remaining at  the 
latter place for six years. Becoming convinced that the state of his birth pre- 
sented better inducemens than any other he had seen, he returned to Illinois, 
where he has since continued. 

Educated in the common schools, Mr. Creighton has also learned a great deaI 
by observation and by reading, and in many respects he is an unusually well in- 
formed man. For thirty-three years past he has threshed grain in Vermilion 
county, starting out with an old J. I. Case ground horse power. He next made 
use of a two-wheel machine, then a machine that traveled on four wheels, but 
was driven by horse power. He  and his brother were the owners of an up-to- 
date steam thresher and he is known as one of the most active and energetic 
men in his line to be found in this section of the state. He has been quite suc- 
cessful in farming and he and his wife own a well improved farm of one hundred 
and twenty acres, fully supplied with all modern appliances and conducted on 
the best known principles. Mr. Creighton has devoted a great deal of time to 
the study of breeding and as a result of his investigations he became the origi- 
nator of the Black Plymouth Rock chicken. H e  also specializes along the 
lines of Percheron horses and Duroc Jersey hogs and has produced some of the 
finest animals of these breeds that have been seen in Vermilion county. He 
is a persistent student and investigator and has established a reputation in the 
specialties which he has chosen. 

On December 24, 1881, Mr. Creighton was united in marriage to Miss Elzora 
Gerard. Of this union three children born, one of whom is living, Clar- 
ence Elmer, a farmer of Pilot township, this county. Mrs. Creighton departed 
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this life May 21, 1887, while the family were living near Hitchcock, Dakota. 
On October 15, 1891, Mr. Creighton was married to Miss Susanna Frye, a na- 
tive of Waynesburg, Greene county, Pennsylvania, where she was born June z, 
1867. She is the daughter of Harvey and Miranda Frye, both now deceased. 
There were six children in the family of Mr. and Mrs. Frye, two sons and four 
daughters. Four children have blessed the home of Mr. and Mrs. Creighton: 
Harvey, who is now deceased; William Ralph, born April 3, 1897 ; Laura Naomi, 
burn October 4, 1901 ; and Lowell Wesley, born May 30, 1906. 

Mr. Creighton was reared a democrat but, having observed the evil effects 
of alcoholic liquors, he has for some years been a strong advocate of prohibition. 
He has never sought political preferment but has served as school director of 
his district. In his boyhood the subject of this review experienced a religious 
conversion which has been one of the important forces i~ yontrolling his life 
and the effect of which is to be perceived in much of the wcrk he has accom- 
pIished. At the age of twelve he gave five dollars toward the construction of 
his home church, No. 10 Christian church, two dollars of which was earned in 
the harvest field of a neighbor on the Fourth of July. For six years past he 
has been president of the Loyal Sunday School Army of Vermilion county, one 
of the great rejuvenating forces of this part of the state. For four years he 
served as superintendent of the Pilot township Sunday schools and since 19 
he has been presiding elder of the Church of Christ. In all his acts he aims to 
be controlled by the great Book whose teachings he has always regarded as 
directly inspired and as the only safe guidance in life. 

HENRY LLOYD. 

Illinois has drawn many of her enterprising residents from the old world- 
young men who have come across the water to enjoy the better business oppor- 
tunities of the United States, where competition is greater but where success is 
more quickly secured. Among those whom England has contributed to the 
citizenship of the state is numbered Henry Lloyd, one of the extensive land- 
owners and substantial agriculturists of Vermilion county. He was born on 
the 5th of April, 1841, a son of Richard R. and Susan B. (Wicks) Lloyd, who 
were also natives of England, where their entire lives were spent. Of their fam- 
ily of seven children only two are now living, the elder son, William, making 
his home in London, England, where he is employed as government inspector 
of meats. 

The other surviving member of the family, Henry Lloyd, was reared in 
his parents' home in England and in that country acquired a good common- 
school education. He was but seventeen years of age when he crossed the 
Atlantic, the call of America proving too alluring to resist. He  landed on the 
shores of the new world in 1858 and immediately made his way to  Illinois, 
locating in Vermilion county, where for two years he followed the carpenter's 
trade. He then rented a farm and was identified with agricultural pursuits 
until 1862, when, putting aside all personal interests, he responded to the call 
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of his adopted country and enlisted for service in the Civil war, becoming a 
member of Company G, One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Illinois Infantry. He 
remained with his regiment throughout the remainder of the war and in the 
meantime took part in many important battles, while he also participated in 
Sherman's famous march to the sea. After three years of hard service he 
was mustered out at Washington, D. C., and returned to Illinois with a most 
creditable military career. 

Upon his return to civil life Mr. Lloyd again located in Vermilion county, 
where he purchased a large number of cattle and other stock and was engaged 
in the butchering business for two years, after which he invested in eighty 
acres of land in Catlin township, upon which he made his home for six years. 
At the expiration of that period he sold out and purchased a tract of land ad- 
joining the corporation limits of Catlin, consisting of two hundred and forty 
acres of the Harvey Sandusky estate. Upon this farm he has since continued 
to make his home, devoting his time and energies to its further development, 
and with the passing years his well directed efforts have brought it under a 
high state of cultivation, making of it one of the well improved properties of 
the township. H e  has been most successful as an agriculturist, as is indicated 
by the fact that that he has been able, from time to time, to add to his landed 
possessions until he now owns, besides his home farm, fifty acres elsewhere in 
Catlin township, and five hundred and twenty acres of land in Kansas, con- 
stituting him one of the large property holders in his section of the county. 
Placing his dependence entirely upon the safe and substantial foundation of 
energy and wise management, he has worked his way upward in the agricultural 
world until his present enviable position has been reached, being recognized 
as one of the most prosperous farmers of Catlin township. H e  has, however, 
to some extent withdrawn from active life, leaving the management of his farm 
to his sons, and is now, after many years of earnest toil and unfaltering labor, 
able to enjoy in well earned rest the comforts afforded by a substantial com- 
petency. 

It was in 1861 that Mr. Lloyd was united in marriage, the lady of his choice 
being Miss Sarah Church, who was also a native of England, her birth occur- 
ring in London. She is one of two surviving members in a family of nine 
children who were born to Henry and Sophia (Puzey) Church, now deceased. 
The parents, who were both born in England, came to America in 1850 and 
here passed their remaining days. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd were born ten 
children, four of whom died in infancy. The others were: Edwin, who has 
now passed away; Frederick R., operating a portion of the home farm; Louisa 
M., the wife of A. Wolfe, of Vermilion county; Alice S., who married F. H. 
Meneley, of this county; Edwin H., also engaged in farming on the home 
place; and William R., now deceased. 

Mrs. Lloyd holds membership in the Presbyterian church cf Cat- 
lin, while Mr. Lloyd is identified with Catlin Lodge, No. 285, A. F. & 
A. M., in which he has filled part of the chairs. In politics he gives 
stanch allegiance to the republican party and has been active in the public 
Mr. Lloyd is identified with Catlin Lodge, No. 285, A. F. & A. M., in which 
life of the community for a number of years, serving for six years as commis- 
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sioner, as collector for two years and as a member of the school board for six 
years, in every instance manifesting a loyal devotion to duty that won for him 
the approval and commendation of his fellow citizens. His life has been one 
of continuous activity, in which has been awarded due recognition of earnest 
labor, for with the passing years he has found the opportunity for advance- 
ment which he sought in the new world and has never had occasion to regret 
his decision to try his fortunes here. Moreover, his adopted country has ever 
found in him a stanch advocate of her laws and institutions, remaining as loyal 
a citizen in the time of peace as when he championed the cause of the Union 
in the dark days of the Civil war. 

JOSEPH C. VANCE. 

Joseph C. Vance, whose life record covered the intervening years between 
the 2d of June, 1844, and the 17th of January, 1904, was during that period a 
resident o i  Vermilion county, spending a considerable portion of the time in 
Danville. His life was characterized by unfaltering loyalty in every relation. 
He proved himself a valorous soldier upon the field of battle and a trustworthy 
official in his home locality. Those who knew him-and he had a wide ac- 
quaintance - spoke of him only in terms of high regard. 

He was born in Oakwood township, a son of John W. and Deziah (Rath- 
bone) Vance. The father was a native of Germany, where he spent his early 
boyhood, and then crossed the Atlantic with his parents in 1822. They did not 
tarry on the eastern coast but made their way at once into the interior of the 
country, settling in Oakwood township, Vermilion county. I t  was upon the old 
homestead farm there that John W. Vance was reared, early becoming familiar 
with all the duties and labors that fall to the lot of the agriculturist. Later he 
conducted salt works and also engaged in farming on his own account. His 
business affairs were capably managed and his careful control of the interests 
that were his brought him in time to a position among the successful business 
men of the city. He died in 1856 at 'the age of seventy-five years, while his 
wife survived him for nine years, passing away in 1865 at the age of fifty-two 
years. They were the parents of nine children but only two are now living: 
Lena G., the wife of Samuel Tilton, of Catlin, this county; and Bridget, who is 
living in Danville. 

The district schools of Vermilion county afforded Joseph C. Vance his early 
educational privileges. H e  attended school until fourteen years of age and then, 
putting aside his text-books, started out to make his own way in the world. He 
was identified with farming interests in his native township for some time and 
in 1888 became a resident of Danville. During much of the period of his resi- 
dence here he was connected with official service and for five years was a 
capable member of the police force. He was afterward appointed to the o6ce 
of deputy sheriff under J. W. Newlon, serving for three years, and in 18gp 
he was elected justice of the peace to fill out the unexpired term of Park T. 
Martin. The capability which he displayed during that period led to he elec- 
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tion for the office at the regular election in the spring of 1901. H e  never faltered 
in the performance of any duty and his official service was always mentioned 
in terms of respect and admiration. 

Mr. Vance gave no greater proof of his loyalty to the best interests of the 
country than by his active service on southern battle fields at the time of the 
Civil war. In the second year of that long sanguinary struggle he offered his 
services to the government, being assigned to duty with Company A, Seventy- 
first Illinois Regiment, and on the expiration of his term of three months he 
reenlisted, becoming a member of Company F, Twenty-sixth Illinois Infantry. 
His service included the march to the sea under General Sherman, a march that 
proved the inefficiency of the Confederate troops to defend the interior, their 
forces having already been drawn to the border. He took part in all of the 
engagements of the Atlanta campaign in 1864 and was on active duty with his 
command until mustered out at the close of hostilities, receiving an honorable 
discharge in July, 1865. His was a creditable military record, characterized by 
unswerving fidelity whether on the field of battle or on the lonely picket line. 
He never questioned the right of the officers to give commands for required ser- 
vice, and was actuated a t  all times by the loyal spirit that prompted thousands of 
brave men to leave their homes in the north and upon southern battlefields de- 
fend the Union cause. 

In 1869 occurred the marriage of Joseph Vance and Miss Lydia E. Mathew- 
man, of this county. Unto them were born six children: Alta, who is now the 
wife of James Garringer; John F.; Alberta, who married Samuel Sailor; Joseph- ' 

ine; Ethel; and Deane. Mr. Vance was identified with a number of fraternities 
including the Knights of the Globe, the Modern Woodmen of America and the 
Masons, and in his life he exemplified the beneficent principles upon which those 
orders are founded. His political support was always given to the republican 
party and never in his life did he waver in his allegiance to a political principle or 
or  to any cause which he believed would prove of direct benefit. He was about 
sixty years of age at the time of his death, which caused deep regret among his 
many friends, who had learned to esteem him for his worth. Although he did 
not seek to figure prominently before the public, he came to be known through- 
out the community as an exemplary citizen, as a faithful husband and father 
and as a reliable and trustworthy business man. 

JOHN PARK. 

Among those who have contributed to the commercial and agricultural de- 
velopment of Hoopeston and the surrounding country John Park was numbered. 
He lived to a ripe old age, winning the respect and confidence of his fellowmen 
by an. upright, honorable life that conformed to the highest standards of man- 
hood, He started upon life's journey on the 22d of February, 1822, and passed 
the eighty-sixth milestone, his death having occurred on the 28th of August, 1908. 
His parents were William and Jane (Anderson) Park, pioneer settlers of Jeffer- 
son county, Indiana, and natives of Scotland. In early life they left the land 
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of hills and heather and soon after reaching American shores became residents 
of Indiana. The father was a farmer and mason, and his life was one of un- 
tiring industry. 

Reared under the parental roof, lessons of industry and integrity were early 
impressed upon the mind of John Park and in later years bore rich fruit in his 
life. His education was acquired in the district schools of Jefferson county, 
Indiana, which were samewhat primitive in character owing to the pioneer condi- 
tion of the community. However, he mastered the lessons therein taught and 
in the school of experience as the years went by continually broadened his knowl- 
edge, becoming in time a practical business man. In his youthful days he as- 
sisted in the operation of the home farm and remained with his parents until 
he had attained his majority, when he started out in life on his own account by 
leasing a farm near by. There he continue1 to till the soil for some time and 
also purchased timber land and engaged in the manufacture of lumber, which 
he shipped to  Louisville, Kentucky. His business interests gren- in volume and 
importance as the years passed by. 

Mr. Park remained a resident of Indiana until 1874, when he came to Hoopes- 
ton and for two years thereafter was connected with no active business under- 
taking. In  1876 he purchased a half interest in a feed and grist mill, with which 
he was connected for a time but later sold his interest to James Hanna, of 
Hoopeston, who still continues the business. About that time Mr. Park pur- 
chased some farm land and his son John now occupies the farm. In the later 
years of his life the father lived retired, deriving from his property a good in- 
come that provided him with all of the comforts and some of the luxuries of 
life, thus contributing much to  his happiness in his later years. H e  was fond 
of horses and raised many, keeping high grades of stock. Y 

Mr. Park was united in marriage to  Miss Elizabeth Reed, of Indiana, who 
died on the 20th of May, 1871. There were six children of that marriage, of 
whom three are now living, namely: John. who occupies the farm in Vermilion 
county formerly owned by his father; Laura; and Joseph R., whose home is in 
Covington, Indiana. On the 10th of March, 1874, Mr. Park was again married, 
his second union being with Sarah A. Simpson, a daughter of John and Nancy 
(McGregor) Simpson, who came from Ireland and settled in Jennings county, 
Indiana, in 1833, where he secured land and devoted his attention to farming. 
Mrs. Park still resides in Hoopeston, where she is widely and favorably known. 
Here Mr. Park made his home until called to his final rest. 

In  his political views he was a republican until within two years of his death, 
when he became identified with the prohibition party. While he never sought 
o r  desired office he always kept thoroughly informed concerning the political 
questions of vital import. He  was well known as an active man of the town 
who was imbued with the spirit of progress and aided in all the measures in- 
stituted for  the benefit of Hoopeston. At  the age of twenty years he became a 
member of the Associate Presbyterian church and ever remained an active 
church worker and liberal supporter. H e  pwsessed a most social nature and 
thus drew around him an extensive circle of warm friends. Moreover, he was 
honorable, true and upright in every relation of life and therefore enjoyed the 
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